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Application for Admission to
Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) Program
University of South Alabama

INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE APPLICANT
Notice: This application packet contains all the information needed to apply to the Doctor of Physical
Therapy program in the Department of Physical Therapy at the University of South Alabama. Applicants must
adhere to the guidelines set forth in this packet. No other forms of application will be accepted.

Please read the material carefully and make sure you have completed or will be able to complete the
prerequisite requirements for the appropriate category prior to the beginning of the Fall Semester for which you are
applying. Please note that you must indicate on the form your chosen category of admission (Regular Graduate

admission or Advanced Undergraduate admission).

Application Deadlines

The application period is from October — January 15". All application materials must be received/ postmarked on or
before January 15™. Applications with material received after this date will not be considered. Hand delivered
material will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. January 15" Note effective 4/2008, minimum GRE is now 900 V+Q).

Application Fee

*  There is a one-time, non-refundable fee of $75 (including a $50 department processing fee and $25 university

Admission’s fee) which must accompany the application.

*  Checks, money orders or credit card payment should be made out to the University of South Alabama.

Application Procedure and Checklist

International Students must:

[ apply to Office of International Student Services using the
“University of South Alabama International Application for
Admission” by October 15" (including certified translations of
transcripts, TOEFL, TSE, & TWE scores). Contact the Office of
International Services for their application form.

(1 The PT application with the documents specified below is due to the
PT Department by January 15".

Mail International Services at:
University of South Alabama
Office of International Services
Faculty Court South, Room 3
Mobile, AL 36688-0002 U.S.A.

Telephone (251) 460-6050

email: intlserv@jaguarl.usouthal.edu

All applicants must gather these items and submit them to the Physical
Therapy Department by January 15"

[ Completed Application Form, postmarked by January 15".

1 “Documentation of Physical Therapy Experience” forms for > 50
hours, signed by a PT, and postmarked by January 15"!

4 Typed, one-page “Personal statement” composed by applicant
included with application, postmarked by January 15"

[d Stamped “Admissions Reminder” postcard if you wish to be notified
regarding completeness of your file.

(4 $75.00 non-refundable application fee, (check, money order or credit
card) payable to University of South Alabama, enclosed with
application, postmarked by January 15",

[d A recent photograph (requested with application but not required).

(1 Official University transcripts from each institution attended (MUST
BE SENT in official sealed envelopes DIRECTLY FROM the
institution, and postmarked by January 15™).

(Photocopies willnot be accepted! University of South Alabama

transcripts do not need to be sent).

All these items should be sent directly
to the department at:
University of South Alabama
Physical Therapy Admissions
HAHN Rm 2011
307 N. University Blvd.
Mobile, AL 36688-0002

Deadline: January 15"

(1 Official reports of GRE scores must be posted for all applicants by
January 15th. (GRE scores should be transmitted directly from the
testing service to the University’s Admissions Office via Institution
Code: 1880. Photocopies will not be accepted!)

Have official GRE reports sent to:
Institution Code: 1880

More Information:

If you have further questions about the application process, please contact the PT Department at (251) 445-9330, by
E-mail at ptdept@jaguarl.usouthal.edu or access the website at: www.southalabama.edu/alliedhealth/pt/.




Two Categories of Applicants are Considered for Admission:

It is highly recommended, and in most cases required, that applicants complete a bachelor’s
degree prior to starting the PT program.

1. Regular Graduate Applicants: These applicants must hold a bachelor’s degree in any field
from an accredited college or university and complete all prerequisites for regular graduate
admission as listed below with a GPA > 3.00 by the time they would start the PT program, and a
minimum of 900 on the GRE. These applicants may apply in January if they will complete their
bachelor’s degree before Fall semester.

2. Advanced Undergraduate Applicants: This special “Advanced” early-entry option is
reserved for the highly motivated and academically strong student. Students with at least 96
semester or 144 quarter hours of specific college prerequisites listed below, an overall GPA of
>3.50, and a minimum of 900 on the GRE may apply for entry to the program prior to
completion of the bachelor’s degree. The student applying with three years of prerequisites is
then able to complete the Doctor of Physical Therapy degree with just six years of college.
Applicants in this category should carefully review Additional Information for Advanced
Undergraduates that follows the list of prerequisites.

Admissions rankings for both groups are determined using the same criteria. Acceptance will
be based on the student’s academic ability and aptitude for a career as a PT including Cumulative
and Math/Science prerequisite GPA, GRE scores (V, Q, and writing), and interview score.

Minimum Requirements for All Applicants:

1. The applicant must declare one of the above categories on the application form (deadline
January 15th) and meet all applicable requirements including prerequisites.

2. Graduate Record Exam (GRE) scores must be officially reported to the University of South
Alabama Office of Admissions by January 15th. GRE must have been taken within the last 5
years. A minimum total score of 900 on the Verbal and Quantitative portion is required. Verbal,
Quantitative and Analytical Writing sections will be utilized.

3. Regular Graduate applicants must have a minimum 3.0 (A=4.0) overall grade point average
(GPA); Advanced Undergraduate applicants must have a minimum 3.5 overall GPA.

4. All applicants must have a minimum grade of "C" in each of the prerequisite courses.

5. Observation or work experience in Physical Therapy (50 hours minimum) under the
supervision of a licensed Physical Therapist must be documented. A form is available for
download from the website that must be signed by the physical therapist with the license number
included.

6. International applicants must have a TOEFL score > 600, TSE > 60 and TWE > 4.5 and must
apply to the University’s Office of International Services, with certified translations of
transcripts, by October 15 of the previous year. This entry-level DPT program is not designed
for students who already have a physical therapy degree.

Prerequisites Required For All Applicants:

English Composition (2 courses)

Social Science (3 courses — at least two of which must be Psychology)

Precalculus Algebra / Trigonometry or Higher Mathematics (1 course)

Statistics (1 course)

College Physics -with labs (2 semester or 3 quarter sequence)

General Chemistry for science majors -with labs (2 semester or 3 quarter sequence)

General or Cell Biology for science majors -with lab* (2 semester or 3 quarter sequence)
Human Physiology - USA courses are BMD 334 & 335 (preferred).

*Botany may not be used to satisfy this prerequisite.

Additional Prerequisites for Advanced Undergraduate Applicants:

Fine Arts (History or Appreciation) (1 course)

Literature I & II (World Lit, American Lit, or British Lit)

Oral Communication (Speech) (1 course)



History of Civilization or U.S. History (1 course)

Computer Science (1 course)

Microbiology or Infectious Disease (1 course)

Electives (21 Semester hours)**

For Advanced Undergraduate applicants, prerequisites must total at least 96 semester hours.
**Electives should be concentrated in a back-up major of the student’s choice.

NOTE: For all prerequisite courses, credits older than ten years from the application
deadline must be repeated or validated by examination or other appropriate mechanism.

Recommended Courses:

A number of courses are determined to be good preparation for certain components of the PT
graduate program and therefore are recommended if they fit into the applicant’s preparation:
Microbiology or Infectious Disease (one is required for Advanced Undergraduate applicants),
Medical Terminology, Kinesiology, Exercise Physiology, Basic Motor Learning, upper level
Anatomy, Neuroscience, Pathophysiology, Abnormal Psychology, Physiological Psychology,
Developmental Psychology.

Additional Information for Advanced Undergraduate Applicants:

Students who have completed 96 semester or 144 quarter hours of prescribed and elective
course work and who meet all admission criteria and the terms specified below are eligible for
application to the program. Thus, these students may be able to complete the DPT degree in 6
years from entry into college.

In addition to the minimum admission requirements listed above, advanced
undergraduate applicants also must acknowledge an understanding of the following:

* That according to University policy, no more than 64 semester hours of transfer credit from
two-year colleges will be accepted.

* That they will be officially classified as an undergraduate for the first 2 semesters of the
program but will be taking graduate courses of the DPT program.

* That in the first 2 semesters of the program, while classified as undergraduate students, any
financial aid is restricted to the types and amounts for which undergraduate students are eligible.
* That upon satisfactory completion (minimum GPA of 3.0 in all course work) of the first 2
semesters of the program, they will be awarded the Bachelor of Science in Pre-professional
Health Science degree. These students must then complete application for reclassification and
admission to the Graduate School. Upon satisfactory completion of the next 6 semesters of the
DPT program, students will be awarded the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree.

* That tuition will be assessed at the graduate level for the entire 8 semesters of the professional
program.

* That the academic program for students in both categories is identical in its entirety.

* That for the entire 8 semesters of the program they will be held to the same standards and
policies as students enrolled in the graduate school (see the policies of the Graduate School).



Selection Process

Admissions rankings are determined using a calculation that includes identical
components for both groups of applicants. A limited number of applicants are invited for
interview with the PT faculty and PT clinicians from the community based upon academic ability
including Cumulative GPA, GPA emphasizing Math/Science prerequisites, and GRE scores and
aptitude for a career as a physical therapist. Final admission decisions are based upon GPA,
GRE and interview score.

Students accepted into the program must submit completed health and physical exam
forms to include required immunizations. Accepted students must also read, sign and submit the
Core Performance Standards document outlining fundamental tasks which applicants should be
capable of performing upon entering the PT program.

Admissions Timeline
A typical admissions timeline is included on the department website.

Doctor of Physical Therapy Curriculum

121 semester hours in eight consecutive semesters (32 months)
Includes 26 semester credits for 33 weeks of full-time clinical internship

FALL-I SPRING-I SUMMER-I
Human Anatomy-I (3)* Human Anatomy-II (4)* Courses (mid-May - June):
Principles of Research (2) Pathophysiology - I (2) Pathophysiology-II (2)
Clinical Kinesiology (3)* Therapeutic Intervention (4)* PT Integumentary (4)*
Introductory PT Skills (3)* Musculoskeletal PT-I (4)* Clinical Case Studies — I (1)
Exercise Physiology (4)* Musculoskeletal PT-II (3)* 8 wk Internship (July — Aug):
Professional PT Practice (2) Clinical Practice Issues (2) PT Internship — I (7)
Total 17 Sem Cr Total 19 Sem Cy Total 14 Sem Cr
FALL-II SPRING-II SUMMER-II
Life Span Human Development (2) | Research Project (2) Medical Screening (2)
Neuroscience (3)* Mobility, Orthotics, Prosthetic (3)* | Musculoskeletal PT-V (2)*
Pharmacology (2) Neuromuscular PT Examination (3)* | Neuromuscular PT Intervention
Research Proposal (2) Neuromuscular PT Evaluation (3)* (4)*
Musculoskeletal PT-III (4)* PT Cardiovascular/ Pulmonary (4)* | Clinical Case Studies — III (1)
Musculoskeletal PT-IV (3)* Clinical Case Studies — 11 (1)
Total 9 Sem Cr
Total 16 Sem Cyj Total 16 Sem Cr
FALL-III SPRING-IIIL
Courses (mid-Aug — Sept): 13 wk Internship (Jan — mid-Apr):
Human Learning (1) PT Internship — III (10)
Measurement in PT (1) Courses (April):
Clinical Synthesis & Patient Critical Analysis (2)
Management (2) Health Promotion and Prevention in
Management of PT Practice (3) PT (1)

12 wk Internship (mid Sept - Dec) :| Comprehensive Capstone (1)

PT Internship — II (9)

Total 16 Sem Crj Total 14 Sem Cr
Graduation in early May!

Dates are approximate. () = Semester credit hours; * = course with lab



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA
COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONS
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

CORE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR ADMISSION TO, PROGRESSION IN AND
COMPLETION OF THE PROGRAM IN PHYSICAL THERAPY.

General Abilities

To provide quality health care, the student is expected to possess functional use of the senses of
vision, touch, hearing, taste, and smell. All data received by the senses must be integrated,
analyzed and synthesized in a consistent and accurate manner. In addition, the individual is
expected to possess the ability to perceive pain, pressure, temperature, position, equilibrium, and
movement.

Observational Ability

The student is expected to participate in and observe demonstrations and experiments in the basic
sciences including but not limited to physiologic and pharmacologic demonstrations in animals,
microbiologic cultures and microscopic study of organisms and tissues in normal and pathologic
states. The student is expected to observe the patient accurately at a distance and close at hand and
accurately assess health/illness alteration. Inherent in this observation process is the functional use
of the senses and sufficient motor capability to carry out the necessary assessment activities.

Communication Ability
The student is expected to be able to effectively communicate verbally and non-verbally and to

observe patients in order to elicit information, describe changes in mood, activity, and postures and
to perceive non-verbal communications. This requires the ability to read, write, and effectively
utilize the English language. The student must be able to communicate effectively and sensitively
with patients.

Motor Ability

The student is expected to be able to perform gross and fine motor movements required to provide
physical therapy and operate equipment to deliver care safely. Examples of movements the student
must be able to perform include lifting, turning, transferring, transporting, and exercising the
patients. The student is expected to have the psychomotor skills necessary to perform or assist
with procedures, treatments, administration of medication, managing of equipment, and emergency
interventions. The student is expected to be able to maintain consciousness and equilibrium, and
have the physical strength and stamina to perform satisfactorily in clinical experiences.

The student should have sufficient motor function to elicit information from patients by palpation,
auscultation, percussion and other diagnostic maneuvers. The student must be able to do
laboratory tests and work with scientific and other instruments and machinery utilized in the
practice of physical therapy. The student should have motor skills necessary to administer
emergency treatment such as CPR. Such actions require coordination of both fine and gross
muscular movements, equilibrium and functional use of the senses of touch and vision.



Critical Thinking Ability
The student is expected to have the ability to develop problem solving skills. This includes the
ability to measure, calculate, analyze and synthesize objective as well as subjective data and make
decisions that reflect consistent and thoughtful deliberation and clinical judgment. In addition, the
student should be able to comprehend three dimensional relationships and understand the spatial
relationships of structures.

Interpersonal Abilities

The student is expected to have the emotional stability required to exercise sound judgment, and
complete assessment and intervention activities. The student is expected to establish rapport and
maintain sensitive, interpersonal relationships with individuals, families and groups from a variety of
social, emotional, cultural, and intellectual backgrounds. The student is expected to have the
flexibility to function effectively under stress. Concern for others, integrity, accountability, interest
and motivation are necessary personal qualities.

Behavioral and Social Attributes

A student must possess the emotional health required for full utilization of his/her intellectual
abilities, the exercise of good judgment, the prompt completion of all responsibilities attendant to the
diagnosis and care of patients, and the development of mature, sensitive and effective relationships
with patients. Students must be able to tolerate physically taxing workloads and to function
effectively under stress. Students must be able to adapt to changing environments, to display
flexibility and to learn to function in the face of uncertainties inherent in the clinical problems of
many patients. Compassion, integrity, concern for others, interpersonal skills, interest and
motivation are all personal qualities that should be assessed during the admissions and education
processes.

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to apply to the program. However, it is the
responsibility of the student to notify the Chairperson of the Department of Physical Therapy
(see below) if there is any reason why the abilities/expectations described above cannot be met.
Students who indicate that they cannot meet one or more of these and who request a review in
writing will be reviewed by the Departmental Faculty Committee and the Coordinator of
Special Student Services to determine what, if any, reasonable accommodations might be
possible to facilitate successful completion of the degree requirements.



University of South Alabama

Department of Physical Therapy Application for Admission Phone: (251) 445-9330
HAHN Rm. 2011 Doctor of Physical Therapy program Fax: (251) 445-9238
307 N. University Blvd. E-mail: ptdept@jaguarl.usouthal.edu
Mobile, AL 36688

PRINT or TYPE all the information requested.

This application is for the Doctor of Physical Therapy program (check one):
[d Advanced Undergraduate category [d Regular Graduate category

Legal Name:

Last First Middle
Name Prefix: QMr JMrs 1 Ms ] Other Name Suffix: (ex. Jr., Sr. I, etc.)
Preferred First Name Other Name (Ex. Maiden Name)

Mailing Address (where USA should send your mail):

Street Address / P.O. Box Apt.
City State Zip Code +4

Phone Number ( ) Check One: [J Current [ Work [J Cell ] Pager
Secondary Phone ( ) Check One: [J Current [ Work [J Cell ] Pager

E-mail (your preferred e-mail address)
Parent/Guardian/Emergency Contact Information:

Prefix: QMr (O Mrs (QMs Name: Last First Relationship to Applicant
Address Apt #
City State Zip Country

Phone Number ( ) Check One: [ Home [ Work [J Cell ] Pager
Legal residency: State County of this state

Will you have resided in Alabama for 12 continuous months preceding the semester you plan to enroll? QY QN

Additional Identification Information
Gender: ] Female [J Male Date of Birth: Month Day Year Social Security #*
Are you a U.S. Citizen? (] Yes [ No (Non-citizens must apply to the Office of International Student Services)
Ethnic Background (Optional)**: (] White/Non-Hispanic ] Hispanic (1 African American/Black

[ American Indian/ Alaskan Native [J Asian/Pacific Islander [J Other

Marital Status: ] Unmarried [J Married [ Separated [J Widowed

Religious Preference (if applicable)***
Did any of your family members graduate from USA? (] Yes [ No Relationship to Applicant
Are you a veteran? [J Yes (1 No Ifyes, Vet. File Number : Vet. Type:

Applicants must understand that problems in any of these areas will interfere with licensure as a PT.

Has a college, administrative, military or other institution ever disciplined you? dYes No
Have you ever been convicted of a crime other than a minor traffic violation? dYes No
Have you ever been subject to revocation or suspension of a professional license? QYes HNo

|_Have you ever had disciplinary action taken against you by any society or association? [ Yes J No
*Your Social Security Number is optional as an applicant to the University of South Alabama and is used for identification purposes to match and

process your application with supporting documents, however the social security number is required when you apply for financial aid.
**Information relating to your ethnic background is requested for reporting requirements to the Department of Education and the Commission on
Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education. The data requested will be used only for the required reports to these agencies and will not be used
in any way in the admissions process.

***Provision of this information is not mandatory. Information on religious affiliation will be reported to local churches. Its use is in the

storage, retrieval, and reporting of information. Failure to provide this information will in no way affect your admission.

COLLEGE INFORMATION

Please note: Include all institutions, including current college/university! Applicants may not disregard any part of their educational history.
Failure to report all institutions previously attended will be cause for cancellation of the admissions process or for dismissal from the University.
Regular Graduate applicants must list institution and expected completion date for their bachelor’s degree.

College Name College City/ST Dates of Attendance Degree Earned / Major
From (Month/Year) To (Month/Year)

Have you ever applied to the University of South Alabama? [ No [ Yes
Have you ever attended the University of South Alabama? (A No QA Yes (list USA Student # )

DPT Abonlication Form p.1




COMPLETED PREREQUISITE COURSES

Refer to the specific prerequisite course requirements for admission. Provide course number and title, credit hours,
(semester vs. quarter), grade earned and year for each requirement you have completed. Courses completed more
than ten years prior to application cannot be used. Official transcripts must be received by January 15",

Prerequisite Course

Course #

Course Title

Grade

Cr Hours

Sem_or Qtr hr

Year

English Comp I

English Comp II

Psychology 1

Psychology 11

Social Science elect.

Gen Chemistry I

Lab

Gen Chemistry II

Lab

Precalc Alg. / Trig.

Statistics

College Physics I

Lab

College Physics 11

Lab

General Biology I

Lab

General Biology 11

Lab

Human Physiology

For Chemistry, Physics

If applying as an Advanced Undergraduate applicant, provide information for these additional requirem

and Biology, courses with labs are required. Chemistry must be series for Science Majors.

ents:

Prerequisite Course

Course #

Course Title

Grade

Cr Hours

Sem or Qtr
hr

Year

Fine Arts®

Literature I°

Literature II°

Communication

History (Civ. or US)

Computer Science

Microbiology / 1.D.°

Electives in major

° I.D. = Infectious Disease. Fine Arts may be Music/Art History or Appreciation or Intro to Drama. Literature

series may be World, British, or American Literature.

[Note that applicants may not use one course to satisfy more than one prerequisite course.]

DPT Abonlication Form n.2




PREREQUISITE COURSES IN PROGRESS

List any prerequisites and any other courses that you are taking Winter/Spring/Summer or plan to have completed
before starting the physical therapy program. Provide all information for each course.

Prerequisite Course Course # Course Title Grade Cr Hours | Sem/Qtr | Date to be
ComBleted

GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION INFORMATION

List date(s) you took the GRE?
If you haven’t, when do you plan to do so?
Official scores must be sent directly to the University and posted by January 15”! Institution Code 1880.

PT OBSERVATION EXPERIENCE
Please list all physical therapy experience and observation opportunities, indicating whether each was paid or
volunteer. List all patient-care related positions held, beginning with the most recent position held first. Submit a
separate “Documentation of Physical Therapy Experience” form (enclosed) for each facility you list here. Each
form must be signed by a licensed Physical Therapist, and received by January 15",

Physical Therapy facility, City, State Your position | Supervisor Total Hours | Volunteer / Paid

PERSONAL STATEMENT

On one separate page (8 1/2 x 11) please type a statement for the admissions committee following this outline:
Type your name and social security number at the top of the page.

L Why I wish to become a physical therapist.

1L My personal attributes that would make me a good therapist.

I1I. Challenges I anticipate undertaking if accepted in the physical therapy program.
Iv. My career plans and goals if I do not enter the physical therapy program.

STATEMENT OF CERTIFICATION
I certify that the information PROVIDED is true and complete; I understand that withholding information requested,
with the exception of information designated as optional, or giving false information may make me ineligible for
admission and enrollment. I also certify that, if | am a male born on or after January 1, 1960, I comply with the
provisions of the United States Military Selective Service Board or that I am not yet 18 years of age and I will

register when required or that I am not required by law to register (this certification is required by State of Alabama
Legislature Act 91-584).

Signature Date
*  Please sign and date your application and submit the $75 one-time, non-refundable fee.

NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY OF ANY CHANGE IN YOUR MAILING ADDRESS!
Univ of South Alabama, Dept of Physical Therapy, HAHN Rm 2011, 307 N. University Blvd., Mobile, AL 36688
Telephone: (251) 445-9330 or email: ptdept@jaguarl.usouthal.edu
The University of South Alabama provides equal educational opportunities to and is open and accessible to all
qualified students without regard to race, color, creed, national origin, sex, or qualified handicap/disability, with
respect to all its programs and activities.

Complete this section for Credit Card Payment of the $75.00 fee:
Type of credit card: (A VISA [d MasterCard (1 Discover

Account Number: D:I:D D

Card Valid Through (Month and Year): /
Name on Credit Card

DPT Aonlication Form .3



DOCUMENTATION OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXPERIENCE

STUDENT NAME:

THE ABOVE STUDENT HAS VOLUNTEERED OR WORKED FOR ME AT THE FOLLOWING:

PHYSICAL THERAPY FACILITY:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE:

PHONE NUMBER:

POSITION HELD:
PAID VOLUNTEER HOURS WORKED

STUDENT RECEIVED EXPOSURE TO:

GYM HYDRO MODALITIES BEDSIDES
PEDIATRICS GERIATRICS ATHLETICS OCC-INJ
ORTHOPEDICS NEURO AMPUTEES MED-SURG

STUDENT PARTICIPATED IN:
TRANSFERS EXERCISES MODALITIES

INSERVICES HOUSEKEEPING CLERICAL WORK

Date: Signature:

Registered or Licensed Physical Therapist

License #:

This form may be duplicated and sent to the appropriate number of physical therapists.

Please return form to: University of South Alabama
Department of Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy Admissions Committee
HAHN Rm 2011
307 N. University Blvd,
Mobile, Alabama 36688

You must have documentation of at least 50 hours of experience in your application file by January 15 of the year in which you apply
to the physical therapy program. It is suggested that these hours come from a variety of PT settings. The form must be signed by a
licensed physical therapist and must include the PT’s license number.



