
how individuals interact and relate to one another and how groups and individuals affect
one another), and sociological factors (e.g., examining how groups form and change, docu-
menting the characteristics of groups, studying intergroup relations, and studying group
level phenomena such as cultural, social, political, familial, and economic institutions).

Second, although these categories sometimes overlap, researchers assume that part of
the world is unique, part of the world is regular or patterned or predictable, and much of the
world is dynamic (i.e., changing) and complex (e.g., involving many pieces or factors). The
majority of educational researchers are especially interested in the predictable part of the
world because they want to generate findings that will apply to more than one person, group,
kind of person, context, or situation. As you can imagine, it would be very difficult if we had
to conduct research on every single individual! To see an example of regularity in the world,
the next time you go to your research class, note the seats that you and a few people around
you are sitting in. When your class meets again, see whether you and the others you observed
sit in the same seats as during the previous meeting. You will probably notice that many of
the people sit in the same seats. Why is this? This happens because humans are to some de-
gree predictable. Understanding the predictable part of the world allows researchers to gen-
eralize and apply their findings beyond the people and places used in their particular studies.

Third, the unique, the regular, and the complex in the world can be examined and stud-
ied by researchers. In other words, “discoverability” exists in our world (i.e., it is possible to
document the unique, discover the regularity in human behavior, and, in time, better under-
stand many of the complexities of human behavior). This does not mean that the task of dis-
covering the nature of educational phenomena is simple. For example, although significant
progress has been made, we still do not know all of the causes of many learning disabilities.
Research must continue, and over time, we hope to find more and more pieces to the puzzles
we are trying to solve. One day we hope we will be able to solve many educational problems.

The fourth assumption is that researchers should follow certain agreed-on norms and
practices. A few of these are the collection of empirical data, open discussion of findings,
integrity, honesty, competence, systematic inquiry, neutrality and respect toward research
participants, a healthy skepticism toward results and explanations, a sense of curiosity and
openness to discovery, actively searching for negative evidence (e.g., instances that do not
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� T A B L E  1 . 3 Summary of Common Assumptions Made by Educational Researchers

1. There is a world out there that can be studied. This can include studying the inner worlds of
individuals.

2. Some of the world is unique; some of it is regular or patterned or predictable; and much of it
is dynamic and complex. (Note: These categories can sometimes overlap.)

3. The unique, the regular, and the complex in the world all can be examined and studied by 
researchers.

4. Researchers should try to follow certain agreed-on norms and practices.

5. It is possible to distinguish between more and less plausible claims and between good and
poor research.

6. Science cannot provide answers to all questions.
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