
more than one method in a single study, published research literature would still tend to in-
clude articles based on different approaches and methods because of the diversity of the re-
searchers working in the area.

When a research finding has been demonstrated by using more than one type of re-
search, one can place more confidence in it. We say that a finding has been corroborated if
the same result is found by using different types of research. Conversely, if different data
sources or types of research result in conflicting information, then additional research will
be needed to explore the nature of the phenomenon more completely and to determine the
source of conflict. That is, if different types of research result in different findings, then the
researcher should study the phenomenon in more depth to determine the exact reason for
the conflicting findings. The world is a complex and ever-changing place. As we study it, it
is helpful to be equipped with the best methods and approaches currently available. You will
probably find that some methods and approaches we discuss will fit your style or personal-
ity better than others. However, we hope that you will keep an open mind as you learn about
all of the kinds of research. All the research methods can be useful if used properly.

2.10 What are the three research paradigms in education and what are the major types of re-
search in each of these paradigms? (Hint: We showed the answer in Figure 2.3.)

S U M M A R Y

The three major research traditions in educational research are qualitative research, quanti-
tative research, and mixed research. All three of these traditions are important and have
value. Qualitative research tends to use the inductive form of the scientific method to gener-
ate hypotheses and develop theory about phenomena in the world. It is discovery oriented
and is conducted in naturalistic settings. Quantitative research is typically done under more
tightly controlled conditions and tends to use the deductive form of the scientific method,
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� F I G U R E  2 . 3 Research typology (Later chapters will add a third level to this typology.) 

1.
Quantitative

research

a.
Experimental

b.
Nonexperimental

2.
Mixed

research

a.
Mixed

method

b.
Mixed
model

3.
Qualitative
research

b.
Ethnography

d.
Grounded

theory

e.
Historical

c.
Case
study

a.
Phenomenology

Level 2:

Level 1:

R E V I E W 
Q U E S T I O N
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