
Bonus Table: 
Elements Involved in Developing 

a Research Design 
______________________________________________________ 

• Choosing an independent variable. 
• Deciding on the number of levels of the independent 

variable. 
• Selecting the outcome measures. 
• Deciding on whether to pretest participants and the pretests to 

use. 
• Identification of research participants. 
• Deciding on the number of research participants. 
• Deciding on the manner of assigning the research participants 

to groups.  
• Deciding on the method of controlling for confounding 

variables.  
• Scheduling of research participants. 
• Deciding on the method of data analysis. 

______________________________________________________ 


