Denise Clark Lewis, Ph.D.

Department of Human Development and Family Science
College of Family and Consumer Sciences
University of Georgia
September 2017

Education:
2005 Ph.D., Gerontology, University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky
2000 M.A., Medical Anthropology, University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky
1998 B.A., Anthropology & Biology, University of South Alabama, Mobile,
Alabama, Cum Laude

Research Interests:

Culture and aging; family exchanges; intergenerational relations; immigrant and
refugee health; transnational family caregiving; cultural responsiveness.

Dissertation:

The Intersection of filial piety and cultural dissonance: Intergenerational relations
among Khmer families in the United States.

Master’s Thesis:

From Cambodia to the United States: The disassembly, reconstruction, and
redefinition of Khmer identity.

Graduate Faculty:

Admitted Fall 2005, Department of Human Development and Family Science
(formerly Child and Family Development), College of Family and Consumer
Sciences, University of Georgia.

Faculty Affiliations:
Institute of Gerontology, College of Public Health, University of Georgia.

Interdisciplinary Qualitative Research Certificate Program, University of
Georgia.

Center for Asian Studies, University of Georgia.

Owens Institute for Behavioral Research, University of Georgia.
Adjunct Faculty:

Department of Psychology, Royal University of Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
Academic Experience:
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2008: President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, Office of the
President of the United States, Washington, DC. Friendly Visitors Program,
Nominated by the Office of Public Service and Outreach, University of Georgia.

2007: President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, Office of the
President of the United States, Washington, DC. Friendly Visitors Program,
Nominated by the Office of Public Service and Outreach, University of Georgia.
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Desiree M. Seponski (I). $25,000. (Submitted 22 May 2015; not funded).
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research methodologies: Implications for international mental health research.
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Youth. 3(2).

Lewis, D. C., (2010). Cambodian refugee families in the United States: “Bending
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Lewis, D. C., (In press 2017). Book review of: Caring across generations: The
linked lives of Korean American families. Anthropology and Aging Quarterly.

Lewis, D. C., (2014). Book review of: Introduction to aging: A positive,
interdisciplinary approach. Anthropology and Aging Quarterly. (Published online
12/18/2014).



Lewis, D. C., (2011). Ageing and intergenerational relations: Family reciprocity
from a global perspective. International Journal of Sociology of the Family.

Manuscripts Currently Submitted, under Review, or in Revision for
Resubmission

Muruthi, B., Bermudez, M., Gale, J. Chou, J. & Lewis, D.C. (Under review). A
collectivist measure of mother-adult daughter relationships among Afro-
Caribbean women: Testing for construct validity and invariance.

Stinson, M. A.,* Bermudez, J. M., Gale, J., Lewis, D, C., Meyer, A. S., &
Templeton, G. B., (Under review) Reexamining marital satisfaction and conflict
resolution among Latino couples: Using the actor- partner interdependence

Model.

Farnham, A.,* Lewis, D. C., Bermudez, J. M., & Muilenburg, J. L., (Under review).
Silent death of sexual intimacy: Media messages of older adults.

Seponski, D. M., Lewis, D. C., Sotelo, J. M.,* (Under review). Cambodian family
therapy and mental health treatment: Challenges to service providers.

Morrissey Stahl, K.,* Meeks, K.,* & Lewis, D. C., (revising). Mindfulness
intervention to combat caregiver stigmatizing beliefs and burnout.

Popular Press:

2014, Feb. 13: Quoted in 10 secrets of the anti-ageing industry. By: Elizabeth
O’Brien, MarketWatch. http://www.marketwatch.com/story/10-things-the-anti-
aging-industry-wont-tell-you-2014-02-11?page=1

2012, May 14: Quoted in Is the anti-aging industry bad for our health? By Barbara
Hannah Grufferman, The Huffington

Post. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/barbara-hannah-grufferman/is-the-media-
bad-for-our- b 1262841.html

2011, June 22: Quoted in Rethinking views on aging: Engaging adults in physical
activity. In Be Active Your Way Blog.

Health.gov https://health.gov/paguidelines/blog/post/Rethinking-Views-on-
Aging-Engaging-Adults-in-Physical-Activity.aspx

2011, June 12: Quoted in Magazines’ youthful ideal threatens real women’s sexuality.
By Stephanie Pappas, Live Science. http://www.livescience.com/14562-fashion-
magazines-vogue-older-women-sexuality.html

2011, June 12. Quoted in Despite aging readership, magazines feature more young

women. By Stephanie Pappas,
NBCNEWS.com. http://www.nbcnews.com/id/43360848/ns/health-

skin and beauty/t/despite-aging-readership-magazines-feature-more-young-
women/#.V9cP5RQ3f14
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2011, June 10. Quoted in Underrepresented: Older women and the media. By
Stephanie Pappas, Live Science. http://www.livescience.com/14548-fashion-

magazines-vogue-older-women-underrepresented.html

International Presentations:

Lewis, D.C., (2017). Global displacement and aging: Cambodian refugee elders’
aging out of place in the United States. In Session: Qualitative approaches and
international perspectives on aging in place. Paper. Gerontology and Geriatrics
World Congress, International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics. July 23-
27,2017. San Francisco. CA.

Muruthi, J.R.* & Lewis, D.C. (2017). Mental health service utilization among
aging Latino and Asian Americans: The role of social capital. Poster. Gerontology

and Geriatrics World Congress, International Association of Gerontology and
Geriatrics. July 23-27, 2017. San Francisco. CA.

Augustine, D. A.* & Lewis, D.C. (2017). Aging Filipino Immigrants' Generativity:
Collectivistic Ideology and Socioemotional Development. Poster. Gerontology and
Geriatrics World Congress, International Association of Gerontology and
Geriatrics. July 23-27, 2017. San Francisco. CA.

Jones, A. C.** & Lewis, D.C., (2017). Household production of health: Cambodian
refugees’ health strategies in the United States. Society for Cross-cultural
Research, March 2, 2017. New Orleans, LA.

Bower, K.*, Byrd, J.**, McGarrah, M.**, & Lewis, D.C. (2017). Unique pathways to
identity among older gay men. Society for Cross-cultural Research, March 2, 2017.
New Orleans, LA.

Schramski, A.**, Augustine, D. A.*, & Lewis, D.C., (2017). Filipino immigrant
social networks and their influence on settlement experiences. Society for Cross-
cultural Research, March 2, 2017. New Orleans, LA.

Augustine, D.A.*, Bower, K.* & Lewis, D.C. (2017). Filipino generativity,
collectivism and migration: Successful socioemotional development in the U.S.
Society for Cross-cultural Research, March 2, 2017. New Orleans, LA.

Chen, H.M, & Lewis, D.C., (2016). The influence of visiting Chinese
grandparents on parenting practices. Twelfth International Congress of
Qualitative Inquiry. May 18-21, 2016. Urbana-Champaign, IL.

Cava, Y.,* Spivey, S. E.* & Lewis, D. C., (2016). Family systems theory in the
study of Muslim families: A Middle Eastern perspective. Society for Cross-cultural
Research. Poster. Portland, OR. (February 18, 2016).

Lewis, D. C., (2015). Journeys across borders: Culturally sensitive theory and
methods. Symposium chair. Society for Cross-cultural Research. Albuquerque,
NM.

Lewis, D. C., (2015). Immigrants & identity. Session chair. Society for Cross-
cultural Research. Albuquerque, NM.
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Lewis, D. C., Farnham, A.,* & Muruthi, J. R.,* (2015). Cultural and family
protective factors buffering transmission of trauma in Cambodian refugees.
Society for Cross-cultural Research. Albuquerque, NM.

Augustine, D.,** Tolentino, D.,* & Lewis, D. C., (2015). Perceptions of a
transnational journey: Migration from the Philippines and back. Society for Cross-
cultural Research. Albuquerque, NM.

Cho, W. J. & Lewis, D. C., (2013). The restructuring of older husbands’ social
networks after transition to spousal caregiving in South Korea. International
Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics, Seoul, South Korea (June 2013).

Lewis, D. C., (2013). A multicultural view: Down by the bay where the
watermelon and lemongrass grow. Keynote speaker. Society for Cross-cultural
Research. Mobile, AL (Feb. 21, 2013).

Lewis, D. C., (2013). Global aging in a transient world: Family and interpersonal
relations of elders in immigrant and transnational families. Chair and Discussant.
Society for Cross-cultural Research. Mobile, AL.

Abrams, B. A.* & Lewis, D. C., (2013). “Things are not like they use to be”: Older

Caribbean mothers reflect on their relationships with their adult daughters born
in the U.S. Society for Cross-cultural Research. Mobile, AL.

Lamar, M.,** Seponski, D. M., & Lewis, D. C., (2013). Mental health in ageing
immigrants: The importance of culturally responsive therapies. Society for Cross-
cultural Research. Mobile, AL.

Muruthi, J. R.* & Lewis, D. C., (2013). Elderly Cambodian refugees' narratives of
conflict and balance in intergenerational relations. Society for Cross-cultural
Research. Mobile, AL.

Spivey, S. E.* & Lewis, D. C., (2013). Telling stories through food: Elderly
refugees from Myanmar and intergenerational transmission of culture through
foodways knowledge. Society for Cross-cultural Research. Mobile, AL.

Seponski, D. M., & Lewis, D. C., (2013). Family therapy and mental health
challenges in Cambodia: A responsive evaluation. Paper session submitted to the

International Family Therapy Association’s 21 Annual World Congress, Lake
Buena Vista, Florida, USA.

Seponski, D. M., Bermudez, J. M., & Lewis, D. C., (2010). Utilizing responsive
evaluation to examine the adaptation of therapy models: A case illustration.
ASEAN Regional Union of Psychological Societies. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Seponski, D. M., Bermudez, J. M., & Lewis, D. C., (2010). Utilizing responsive
evaluation to explore EMDR as a culturally responsive model of therapy across
Asia. 1st EMDR Asian Conference - Building Bridges Between East & West
Through EMDR; Bali, Indonesia.

Chen, H. M.* & Lewis, D. C., (2010). How do therapists from privileged groups
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recruit and engage with Asian international students and their families in
therapy- Moving from the “Resistant” to the “Competent.” Paper presentation at
the International Academy of Family Psychology 20th Annual Conference, Pine
Mountain, GA.

Chen, H. M.* & Lewis, D. C., (2010). Approaching the “Resistant”: Exploring
Asian international students’ cultural belief of therapy and help seeking
behaviors. Paper Presentation at the Sixth International Congress of Qualitative
Inquiry. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, IL.

Lewis, D. C., (2009). Using technology for academic enhancement. People
Improvement Organization. Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Lewis, D. C., (2008). Professional development: Marketing yourself. Workshop
Series for Khmer Helping Khmer Organization, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Lewis, D. C., (2007). Elder-headed households in Stung Mean Chey: Life in a
village of garbage. Foreign Language Institute, Royal University of Phnom Penh,
July 2007. Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

National Presentations:

Lewis, D.C., Young, S. S., & Augustine, D.A., (Accepted 2017). Shifting ethnic
identity: Southeast Asian families in the United States. National Council on Family
Relations, Orlando, FL).

Lewis, D.C., Young, S.S., & Seponski, D.M., (Accepted 2017). Southeast Asian
refugees’ narratives of their journeys to resettlement. National Council on Family
Relations, Orlando, FL.

Somo, C.*, Young, S. S., Seponski, D. M., & Lewis, D. C., (2017). Mental health
series in a transitional resettlement community center. American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy. Atlanta, GA. (To be presented 7 October 2017).

Bower, K.L.* & Lewis, D.C., (2016). Progressive and conservative clinical care
settings: Social capital among older gay men with HIV. Late Breaker Poster.
Gerontological Society of America. New Orleans, LA.

Muruthi, J.R.*, Bower, K.L.* & Lewis, D.C., (2016) Mental health services usage
among Asian and Latino elders: Results from the NLAAS study. Poster.
Gerontological Society of America. New Orleans, LA.

Seponski, D. M., Jordan, L. S.*, Khann, S., Lahar, C., Lewis, D. C., Kao, S. & Sek,
S., Schunert, T. (2016). Cambodian women’s mental health and access to care.
Paper session. National Council on Family Relations, Minneapolis, MN.

Bower, K.L.,* Morrissey Stahl, K.,* Seponski, D.M., & Lewis, D.C. (2016). An
ecological systems analysis of end-of-life intimacy. Groves Conference on Marriage
and Family, Denver, CO, USA.

Chen, H.M, & Lewis, D.C. (2016). Parenting under the watchful eye of visiting
Chinese grandparents. Ethnographic and Qualitative Research Congress. Las
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Vegas, NV.

Bower, K.L.,* & Lewis, D. C., (2015). Exploring the use of end-of-life services

among gay men and their families. Gerontological Society of America. Orlando,
FL.

Farnham, A.* & Lewis, D. C., (2015). Silent death of sexual intimacy:
Confronting cultural bias about aging and sexuality. Workshop. American
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