
NOTES FROM 

THE DIRECTOR 
Last year, I was hired to 

design costumes for Peach 
State Summer Theatre's 
2007 summer season. The 
scripts and CD's for Cabaret 
and this children's musical I 
had barely heard of, A Year 
With Frog & Toad, arrived 
in the mail while we were 
working on Kindertransport 
in the costume shop. Since 
I already knew Cabaret I 
popped the CD for Frog 
& Toad into the shop CD 
player. Instantly the entire 
costume crew was totally 
taken in by this funny, 
heartwarming story of two 
best friends who are very 
different from each other. 
The music was fun, mixing 
ragtime, swing, and jazz. The 
lyrics were infectious. In 
fact, the next day someone 
who always insisted they 
didn't like musicals was 
heard walking down the hall 
singing "Cookies, Cookies, 
Cookies. I go kookie eating 
cookies."When I got to 
shop that day the Tuesday­
Thursday crew had one 
request. "Do we get to listen 
to this Frog and Toad CD?" 
Which we did....again and 
again. 

A hit on Broadway, A Year 
With Frog and Toad was 
nominated for 3 Tony Awards 
- Best Musical, Best Book of 
a Musical, and Best Original 
Score- the same year that 
HairSpray was nominated and 
swept the Awards. Toad was 
played by Mark Linn-Baker, 
you remember Balki's cousin in 
Perfect Strangers. One of the 
Lady Birds was portrayed by 
Danielle Ferland the original 
Little Red Riding Hood from 
Into the Woods. The stories and 
the characters are charming. 
So when we started looking 
for a children's show for this 
season and had a group of new 
BFA Music Theatre students 
coming in well the decision 
came easily. And I got the 
opportunity to direct it. 
It is definitely a children's 

play but there is an awful 
lot for adults to enjoy too. 
Toad is outrageous. Frog 
is a little mischievous. The 
Birds will at times remind 
you of the Andrews sisters. 
The Snail has a real Sammy 
Davis,]r. moment. Savannah 
Gardner's choreography 
includes everything from the 
jitterbug, to a charleston, to 
a soft shoe. There are flying 
kites, underwater ballets, snow 
sledding, puppets (including 
a 12 foot Large and Terrible 

(ARNOLD LOBEL FROM PAGE 1) last season and Quark Victory, 
which was presented by the Williamstown Theatre Festival in 
the summer of 1999. Robert is an award-winning composer 
whose music can be heard on television each week on 20/20 
and Inside Edition. In addition to composing for numerous 
television shows, Robert's credits include stage plays and film 
scores. Willie founded the 52nd Street Project in New York City, 
an organization that brings inner-city children together with 
professional theater artists to create theater. He has produced 
hundreds of plays during his 18 years with the Project and dozens 
at numerous regional theaters. He has written television scripts 
for ABC, PBS, HBO, and the NBC drama "Homicide: Life on 
the Streets." 

Frog), a Snail who delivers 
the mail, and even a little 
Christmas. 

So bring your favorite 
youngster, even if they're the 
adult variety, and join us. 

FOR THE KIDS 
A Year With Frog and Toad 

is made up of a combination 
of adventures gleaned from 
four of Arnold Lobel's 
prize winning Frog and 
Toad books: Frog and Toad 
Are Friends, Frog and Toad 
Together, Days With Frog and 
Toad, and Frog and Toad All 
Year. It would be fun for you 
class to read some or all of 
the books ahead of time so 
they can recognize where 
the events come from. It is 
also great fun for a class to 
think about what scenes they 
would choose if they were 
the ones writing the play. 
Which ones would have the 
most action? Which ones 

AYBAR WITH 

FROG AND TOAD 

CAST 
Frog Iori Nishizawa 
Toad Michael Waldron 
Man Bird-Narrator/Father 
Frog Kenan Burchett 
Snail Dann Woods 
Lady Bird llYoung Frog . 
....................... Danielle Adams 
Lady Bird 21M0ther Frog........ 
.............. Marianne McConnell 
Turtle/ SquirrelllMole 1 ........ 
..................... Lauren Broussard 
Mousel Squirrel 2/Mole 2 ....... 
.........................Andrea Crumb 
Lizard/Large & Terrible Frog/ 
Mole 3 Aaron Meadows 
Puppeteers Maggie McClain, 
Amy Robertson, Brent Taalur, 
Eric Thomas, Chad Moss 

PRODUCTION 

STAFF 
Director & Costume Designer 
.. Rebecca Britton 
Scenic & Lighting Design .. 
...........................Lyle B. Miller 
Choreography . 
................... Savannah Gardner 
Musical Direction . 
................................Carly York 
Music Orchestration . 
......................... Stan Chapman
would be good for songs? 

The Box Office will be open from 9:00 a.m. till 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and one hour before 
each performance. The Box Office is located in the 
lobby of the Laidlaw Performing Arts Center on the 
main campus of the University of South Alabama. 

Ticket and 
Box office 
Information 

Tickets: 
General Admission: $12.00 
FacultylStaff & Sr. Citizens: $10.00 
Students: $8.00 

'ifBOX OFFICE: 251-460-6306 DEPARTMENT OFFICES 251- 460-6305 'if 
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