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Sustainable Development

• Protect the environment and meet human 
needs

• Must consider the social, environmental, 
and economic aspects of development

• 10 principles of development

Ecological principles

1. Dependence – need environment to 
survive

2. Biophysical limits – ability of environment 
to replenish

3. Living within limits – carrying capacity
4. Interdependence – consequences to our 

actions in the environment

Social/ethical principles

5. Intergenerational equity – obligation to 
future generations

6. Intragenerational equity – obligation to 
others living 

7. Ecological justice – actions should not 
endanger others
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Political principles

8. Participation – must help
9. Cooperation – everyone must help, cross 

international borders
10.Addressing the root causes – start before 

it happens

Ten principles
• Are they valid? 
• Which ones are the most important? 
• Which ones are already being addressed?

• Dependence
• Biophysical limits
• Living within limits
• Interdependence
• Intergenerational equity
• Intragenerational equity
• Ecological justice
• Participation
• Cooperation
• Addressing root causes

Sustainability of human settlements

• Are human settlements sustainable?
• Read section 2.4 – Premise is that human 

settlements are not sustainable. 
– Do you buy the argument?
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Matrix showing the systems and 
principles of sustainability


