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HISTORY 485
HISTORY OF FEMINIST MOVEMENTS, 1620 - PRESENT

Martha Jane Brazy                                   History 390

Fall, 2008                                          T 6:00-8:30

University of South Alabama                     Humanities  362         

Office Hours: TR  12:15-1:30                            

              & by appointment                 

Humanities 371

460-7540

e-mail: mjbrazy@jaguar1.usouthal.edu
www.usouthal.edu/history/faculty/brazy
A lack of courage allows us to remain blinded to our history and deaf to the cries of our past. 

                                              Maya Angelou
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                             WELCOME!                                                                                
We must begin to understand that a revolution entails not only the willingness to lay our lives on the firing line and get killed.  In some ways, this is an easy commitment to make.  To die for the revolution is a one-shot deal; to live for the revolution means taking on the more difficult commitment of changing our day-to-day life patterns.

                                                                                       Francis Beale

COURSE OBJECTIVES

History 485 examines the history of American feminist movements and activism from the colonial period through the present. Though broad in scope, this course will explore in-depth various facets of organized movements, individuals, and women’s activism in America.  Women’s activism and feminism in America has a diverse history.  Reflecting this diversity are the common as well as differing goals of feminists and activists, particularly those of historically marginalized groups.  In light of this, this course will pay particular attention to racial, ethnic, and class differences within and amongst the various feminist movements.  The course will cover such topics as women’s activism during the American Revolution, antebellum women’s reform movements, women in the anti-slavery movement, feminism at the turn of the century, the quest for suffrage, the Jazz Age and feminist “radicals,” women’s activism during the Depression and war years, women in the civil rights, gay and lesbian, and student movements of the 1960’s, the backlash against feminist during the Reagan/Bush era, feminism and women’s activism in the 1990’s and in the 21st century, and issues of global feminism.  Throughout the semester, we will also explore larger questions and issues: What does feminism mean and mean to you?  What is activism? What constitutes a social movement? What is the “women’s movement?” Is there a monolithic “movement” or many movements”? Have they been successful and how do we judge that?  What are the differences and similarities amongst feminists as well as activists? How are differences negotiated?  And as Time magazine pondered in a cover story in the summer of 1998 (and pundits since), is feminism dead?

CLASS FORMAT

This course is primarily discussion in a seminar format; however, some lecture will take place in order to contextualize material within broader historical and contemporary frameworks.  Wandering off the syllabus will most likely happen!  A give-and-take atmosphere where asking questions (no question is ever dumb), helping one another to learn, voicing your ideas, and fostering critical thinking is one of our goals.  

Learning takes different shapes and forms.  Sometimes it comes through collaborating with one another and working collectively, and sometimes it is an individual effort.  The expression of ideas is not exclusively conveyed through the written word.  Sometimes ideas can be more effectively expressed through art, music, or the spoken word.  This course values all of these forms of learning and expression.  

Each member of class will also be asked to lead part of discussion each day— a sign-up sheet will be distributed.

READINGS

Readings will consist of books, articles, essays, and primary sources as well as material from various women’s history and websites.  Since we will be engaged in discussion a good portion of the course, it is essential that readings are completed on time so that we may have the most fruitful and dynamic discussions possible during the week.  Readings on Reserve at the USA Library are designated (R) and can be accessed online on the USA Library homepage. Go to “Course Reserves” and enter Instructor name—- all articles are alphabetically listed by title. Though most readings are listed under course number

HY 485, some readings are categorized under other course numbers.  Therefore access readings by instructor name and  title of reading.  
Primary Sources are grouped under two headings at Reserve: 
PUBLIC WOMEN, PUBLIC WORDS: These are primary readings that are grouped together chronologically under this title on reserve.  
PRIMARY SOURCES:  Readings from this group are listed by author and title on the syllabus.  Find the appropriate document within the grouping Primary Sources. They appear in roughly chronological order.
Texts to be purchased:

Sara Evans, Born for Liberty: A History of Women in America,


2nd ed. (1997)

Paula Giddings, When and Where I Enter: the Impact of Black

Women on Race and Sex in America (1984)

bell hooks, Feminism Is For Everybody: Passionate

Politics (2001)

ASSIGNMENTS: PAPERS AND ESSAYS
PAPERS & ESSAYS
There will be three papers and/or essays as well as various projects and impromptu essays due over the course of the semester.  More detailed explanations with regard to paper and project requirements and topics will be distributed at the appropriate time. Papers and projects will be due at the time of class on the specified date.  Late assignments will be docked 1/3 of a grade for each day they are late. 

EXAMS

There are no traditional blue book exams in this course.  

A final essay will be due on the last day of class, December 2.

Students who do not complete the final essay will not pass the course.

PARTICIPATION

The key to successful classroom discussion will be engaged and thoughtful participation by members of our class.  So that we may have this type of discussion, readings must be completed by class each week.  Each member of class will be asked to lead part of discussion on an assigned day.  Participation is valued highly and is weighed as heavily as written work and projects when determining a student’s grade.

ATTENDANCE

Whether a student chooses to come to class is his or her choice and responsibility; however, students are expected to attend classes regularly.  As noted above, participation is a vital part of this course, attendance plays a significant role not only in the dynamics of this class, but in each individual student’s grade as well.  If you aren’t in class, you can’t participate!  For example, students who contribute regularly but who have irregular attendance cannot expect to receive as positive an evaluation as students who do participate and come to class.  For example, if a student comes to class regularly but does not participate at all, this would equal a grade in the D range for the participation portion of the grade. Students are responsible for obtaining any notes or assignments from classes they may have missed. 

GRADES

Grades are wonderful when we are doing well in class and we are getting A’s.  On the other hand, when things aren’t going as well, it’s a different story.  When students are focused on the end product of “THE GRADE,” students aren’t as focused on learning, developing critical thinking skills, and thinking about the historical and contemporary issues at hand.  This course attempts to foster such sills.  In order to achieve this goal, students will receive extensive comments on all assignments. The professor will maintain qualitative notes evaluating each piece of work a student submits.  Each student’s written and verbal performance, level of effort, level of attention paid in class, and participation will be evaluated.  At the end of the course, all written work and participation will be evaluated equally and a final grade will be determined. This method evaluates each student more holistically as all assignments, projects, and participation are valued equally and as a whole: 
Written work = 50% of grade

Participation = 50% of grade 

It is required that students evaluate themselves at the end of the semester which will be taken into consideration when determining a student’s final grade. At any time during the semester, a student may discuss her or his evaluation and progress with the professor.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUT IMPORTANT

The professor is available to answer questions. Please feel 

free to direct any questions and concerns to the professor.

During class, please be courteous and keep noise levels to a minimum.  Unless there is an emergency, silence or turn-off all cell phones and pagers.  So as not to disturb others, please do not pack-up your belongings until the end of class—- this is disruptive.  Class will conclude on time, thus there is no need for a disruption.  On those days when class may run over, or if you must leave early, please be courteous when leaving the room.


In addition to scheduled office hours and office hours by appointment, the professor is usually available after class and around most afternoons.  Voice mail and e-mail are also available to students who wish to communicate in these ways.

**Note about e-mail communication:  The professor will reply to e-mail using the address of the sender.  However, to help ease communication, all students should activate their free university e-mail account as the professor may use this account to initiate communication with you.  If you do not regularly use the university e-mail account, go to the account settings to have your university account e-mail forwarded to an e-mail address you regularly check and use. 

** Any student who plagiarizes material will receive an

   automatic F for the course. If you are in such a

   position where you have to resort to claiming someone

   else’s work as your own, see the professor before
   a small problem becomes a major one!            

** The professor reserves the right to change the class schedule

   over the course of the semester.

** Free speech, communication of ideas (whether popular or

unpopular), discussion, and respectful intellectual          engagement is encouraged and expected.  This is called academic freedom.

** Comments, concerns, or suggestions about the course are 

   welcome.  If you are encountering difficulties or problems,

   please make an appointment, drop by the office, phone or

   e-mail so that this may be addressed quickly.

** Students who need special accommodations in order to meet any 

   of the requirements of the course should speak to the 

   instructor on the first day of class.

STATEMENT ON PLAGARISM AND ACADEMIC HONESTY

The University of South Alabama is committed to the fundamental value of academic honesty. The student handbook, The Lowdown, defines plagiarism as one form of academic misconduct which is "subject to investigation and disciplinary action through appropriate university procedures." Plagiarism is using somebody else's ideas and/or words in your writing without correctly identifying the sources. As one resource for helping you avoid plagiarism, your written work in this class may be submitted to Turnitin.com, or a similar detection method, for an evaluation of the originality of your ideas and proper use and attribution of sources. Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in a restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism of such documents. As part of this process, you may be required to submit electronic as well as hard copies of your writing. By taking this course, you agree that all assignments may be subject to some form of originality review. A paper not submitted according to procedures and format set by the instructor may be penalized or may not be accepted at all.
As a member of HY 485, you are held to the following agreement: 

I have read the syllabus and understand the format of the class, the requirements regarding written work and participation, and the methods of evaluation for this course, HY 485.  I also promise to uphold academic integrity and honesty and am aware of the possible consequences for engaging in academic dishonesty.

ATTENTION HISTORY MAJORS:

Each History Major shall submit to the professor, or submit in electronic form one piece of writing of his or her own choosing from this course to the following e-mail address: history@jaguar1.usouthal.edu  

Please note in the subject line “History Assessment Portfolio.”  This material will help assess your academic growth when you complete your major as well as contribute to internal evaluation of departmental goals and objectives.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Find reading your textbook  Boring??

Try using the ICE for HOT-PAWS system!!

Ideas, Concepts, Examples for those Procrastinating, Anxious, Worried Students—- don’t fear reading or writing!!

When reading a book or taking notes, DON’T try to remember everything—- it’s impossible, so ICE it instead:  Look for IDEAS and CONCEPTS the author is trying to get across and what EXAMPLES the author uses to prove the ideas or concept.  

Instead of HIGHLIGHTING your books in that awful yellow, write down in the margins or in a notebook:

· Ideas and themes that resonate with you

· What is the main point the author is trying to make in this section and what is the best example that the author uses to make the point.  Remember that textbooks are written methodically in sections with each section having a point—just get the main point!

· Write down what questions the reading, lecture, or discussion sparks within you

· Be aware of the connections between the historical events and contemporary events and culture.  What are the connections?  Think about how that 19th century event reminds you of the movie you saw last night!  

Approaching your reading and coursework in this manner can make it more enjoyable and less of a chore!

8/19  INTRODUCTION AND COURSE OVERVIEW

8/26  THINKING ABOUT FEMINISM AND WOMEN’S ACTIVISM



Evans, 1-6



Elsa Barkley Brown, “What Has Happened Here?” The




Politics of Difference in Women’s History and 




Feminist Politics,” 39-54 (R)



Nancy Hewitt, “Beyond the Search for Sisterhood: 




American Women’s History in the 1980’s” 1-19 (R)



Judith Bennett, History Matters: Patriarchy and the



Challenge of Feminism, 1-29; 153-155 (R)


Selections from Angela Y. Davis, Women, Culture and



Politics  (R)

Maxine Baca Zinn, “Gender Through the Prism of  

     Difference” (R)                

          Audre Lorde, “Age, Race, Class, and Sex” (R)   

     Begin to Read, bell hooks, Feminism Is For Everybody:

          
Passionate Politics (2001)  

9/2
THINKING ABOUT FEMINISM AND WOMEN'S ACTIVISM



bell hooks, Feminism Is For Everybody

9/9  COLONIAL FEMINISTS?



Evans, 7-43



Giddings, 33-41

          Excerpt from Kirsten Fischer, Suspect Relations (R)

      MOVE ON OVER BETSY ROSS: WOMEN’S ACTIVISM IN THE 

      REVOLUTIONARY ERA AND IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC



Evans, 45-66



Debra L. Newman, “Black Women in the Era of the 




American Revolution in Pennsylvania,” 211-225 (R)



Linda Kerber, “Republican Motherhood,” 83-91 (R)

**Brief Essay Due**
9/16
 THE ANTEBELLUM YEARS: WOMEN’S REFORM MOVEMENTS


Evans, 67-92

      THE ANTEBELLUM YEARS: ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS


Excerpt from Deborah White, Ar’n’t I a Woman? Female



Slaves in the Plantation South, 70-90 (R)


 THE ANTEBELLUM YEARS: WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND WOMEN’S ACTIVISM


Evans, 93-118

Theda Purdue, “Cherokee Women and the Trail of Tears,” 


93-104 (R)

          PRIMARY SOURCE: Maria Stewart, “What if I’m A Woman?”

                          Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I A Woman?”
          PUBLIC WOMEN, PUBLIC WORDS:  Seneca Falls Document  


                 

      WOMEN’S ACTIVISM DURING THE CIVIL WAR & POSTBELLUM YEARS


Evans, 119-125



Giddings, 57-74

PRIMARY SOURCE: Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, 

   “Pioneering Black Feminist” (R)   
9/23   BLACK AND WHITE WOMEN’S ACTIVISM DURING THE GILDED AGE


Evans, 125-143



Giddings, 75-83

          Mary Ellen Curtin, “The ‘Human World’ of Black Women 




in Alabama Prisons, 1870-1900,” 11-30 (R)



Glenda Gilmore, “A Melting Time: Black Women, White 




Women and the WCTU in North Carolina, 1880-1900,”




153-171 (R)


Elsa Barkley Brown, “To Catch the Vision of Freedom:




Reconstructing Southern Black Women’s Political




History, 1865-1880” 124-146 (Optional) (R)

PRIMARY SOURCE: Anna Julia Cooper, “A Voice From The

               South” (R)

9/23  WORKING WOMEN’S ACTIVISM AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY



Tera W. Hunter, “Domination and Resistance: The




Politics of Wage Household Labor in New South 




Atlanta,” 343-357 (R)



Katy Coyle Nadiene Van Dyke, “Sex, Smashing, and 




Storyville in Turn-of-the-Century New Orleans:




Reexamining the Continuum of Lesbian Sexuality,”




54-72 (R)



PRIMARY SOURCE: Wells, “Crusader for Justice” (R)

          Film: Ida B. Wells: A Passion for Justice

9/30  THE DAWNING OF A NEW CENTURY OF A FEMINIST ACTION: WHITE


 WOMEN’S ACTIVISM DURING THE “PROGRESSIVE ERA”



Evans, 142-152

Meredith Tax, “The Uprising of Thirty Thousand,” 




203-227 (Optional) (R)



Paula E. Hyman, “Immigrant Women, Community Networks,




and Consumer Protest: The NYC Kosher Meat Boycott 




of 1902,” 88-98 (R)


                           OR          


Kathryn Kish Sklar, “Hull House in the 1890’s: 




A Community of Reformers,” 109-122 (R)

      THE DAWNING OF A NEW CENTURY OF FEMINIST ACTION: WOMEN OF


 COLOR AND ACTIVISM DURING THE “PROGRESSIVE ERA” 



Giddings, 85-117



Alice Yang Murray, “Ilse Women and the Early Korean




American Community: Redefining the Origins of 




Feminist Empowerment,” 205-213 (R)



Judy Yung, “Unbound Feet: Chinese Women in the Public




Sphere,” 257-267 (R)(Optional)
          Excerpt from Nancy Hewitt, Southern Discomfort (R)

          PRIMARY SOURCE: Mary Church Terrell & Josephine Ruffin

               “National Association of Colored Women” (R)

****PAPER DUE****

10/7  TO BE COUNTED: BLACK AND WHITE WOMEN’S QUEST FOR SUFFRAGE



Evans, 152-156; 164-173



Giddings, 119-131;159-170


Melanie Gustafson, “Partisan Women in the Progressive 

Era: The Struggle for Inclusion in American Political Parties,” 242-256 (R)
            OR
Elizabeth Brooks Higginbotham, “In Politics to Stay: 

Black Women Leaders and Party Politics in the

1920’s,” 292-306 (R)   

          PRIMARY SOURCE: Alice Moore Dunbar Nelson, “The Negro            

               Woman and the Ballot” (R)           

     FEMINIST, FLAPPERS, AND RADICALS IN THE JAZZ AGE



Evans, 175-196



Giddings, 171-181



Hazel V. Carby, “’It Jus Be’s Dat Way Sometime’:



  The Sexual Politics of Women’s Blues,” 330-341 (R)

          PRIMARY SOURCE: Amy Jacques Garvey, “Women as Leaders” 

      Film: The Flapper Story or Wild Women Don’t Have the Blues

10/14 WOMEN’S ACTIVISM DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION



Evans, 197-218



Giddings, 199-230



Annelise Orleck, “’We Are Not that Mythical Thing 




Called the Public’: Militant Housewives During




The Great Depression,” 376-392 (R)

                                OR


Vicki L. Ruiz, “A Promise Fulfilled: Mexican Cannery




Workers in Southern California,” 264-274 (R)

                                OR
          Darlene Clark Hine, “The Housewives League of Detroit: 

               Black Women and Economic Nationalism” (R)

          PRIMARY SOURCE: Mary McLeod Bethune, “Brotherhood”

                          Ellis & Ward, “Black Women Workers” 

      ROSIE THE RIVITER AND FEMINISM IN THE WORLD WAR II ERA


Evans, 219-242



Giddings, 231-258



“’If We Didn’t Do It, It Just Wouldn’t Get Done’:




Migrant Women and Collective Action in the East

Bay.” Excerpt from Gretchen Lemke-Santangelo, Abiding Courage: African-American Women and the East Bay Community (1996) 153-177 (R)

                   OR


Valerie Matsumoto, “Japanese American Women During 

               World War II,” 478-491 (R)

10/21  HAVE A NICE FALL BREAK!!

10/28  DISSECTING JUNE CLEAVER: WOMEN IN THE COLD WAR ERA


Evans, 242-262



Giddings, 262-275



“The Love That Dares Not Speak Its Name: McCarthyism




and Its Legacy.” Excerpt from Lillian Faderman,




Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers: A History of



Lesbian Life in Twentieth-Century America (1991),




139-158 (R)



"Explosive Issues: Sex, Women, and the Bomb." Excerpt 




from Elaine Tyler May, American Families in the



Cold War Era (1988) 80-100 (R) 

Daniel Horowitz, “Rethinking Betty Friedan and 




The Feminine Mystique: Labor Union Radicalism

     

in Cold War America,” 492-518 (Optional)


     PRIMARY SOURCE: Claudia Jones, “An End to the Neglect  

             Of the Problems of the Negro Woman” (R)

      THE COMING OF THE SECOND WAVE


Evans, 270-285



Giddings, 277-297

11/4  THE COMING OF THE SECOND WAVE



Evans, 287-307



Giddings, 299-324; 337-348


Excerpt from Barbara Ransby, Ella Baker & The Black
Freedom Movement: A Radical Democratic Vision (2003) 1-12; 357-374  (R)


Cynthia Griggs Fleming, “’More than a Lady’: Ruby 




Doris Smith Robinson and Black Women’s Leadership




in the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee”




542-553 (R)(Optional)
          PRIMARY SOURCE: Jo Ann Robinson, Rosa Parks, 

“Montgomery Bus Boycott” (R)

Fannie Lou Hamer, “The Special Plight and Role Of Black Women” (R)

Ella Baker, “We Need Group-Centered Leadership”  SNCC Position Paper: Women in the Movement(R)

 ****PAPER DUE****

**** DID YOU VOTE TODAY? ****

11/11  THE WOMEN’S LIBERATION MOVEMENT AND THE 1970’s:


  FOR WHITE WOMEN ONLY?




Excerpt from Kimberly Springer, Living for the
          
Revolution (2005) 1-6; 168-172



Excerpt from Stephanie Gilmore, ed. Feminist



Coalitions: Historical Perspectives on Second



Wave Feminism in the United States (2008)vii-15 (R)

PRIMARY SOURCE: Angela Davis, “I am A Revolutionary 

       Black Woman” (R) 

                 Michelle Wallace, “We Would Have to Fight for

                         The World” (R)


“BRA BURNERS,” “RADICALS,” “OTHERS,” AND “HOT ISSUES”


 DURING THE 1970’s



Excerpt from Rosalind Petchesky, Abortion and Women’s



Choice, 101-102; 125-132 (R)

          Annie Valk, "Fighting for Abortion as a 'Health Right'
               In Washington, D.C." 135-162 (R)



Kathie D. Williams, “Louisville’s Lesbian Feminist


  Union: A Study in Community Building,” 224-240 (R)

          Selections from Cherrie Moraga & Gloria Anzaldua, eds.



  This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical


  Women of Color (1983) (R)

          Selections from Judith Albert & Stewart Alberts, eds.


   
  The Sixties Papers: Documents of a Rebellious 

  Decade  (1984) (R)

11/18  THE 1980’s, BACKLASH, AND WOMEN’S ACTIVISM



Evans, 309-332



Giddings, 349-357



Excerpts from Susan Faludi, Backlash: The Undeclared



War Against American Women (1991), ix-xxiii; 454-




460 (R)



“Sex Work Notes: Some Tensions of a Former Whore and a 




Practicing Feminist.”  Excerpt from Amber 




Hollibaugh, My Dangerous Desires: A Queer Girl



Dreaming Her Way Home (2000),181-186 (R)

Four Mission Statements (R)

Film: A Place of Rage
     THE 1990’s: A POST-FEMINIST ERA?  IS FEMINISM DEAD?
     THIRD WAVE FEMINISM


Time Magazine Article, Summer 1998 (R)

Excerpts from Leslie Heywood and Jennifer Drake, eds., Third Wave Agenda: Being Feminist, Doing Feminism (R)

Lynn Eckert and Dionne Bensonsmith, "Crossing Lines:


Mandy Carter, Grassroots Activism, and 


Mobilization '96," 259-274(R)

          Jason Schultz, “Getting Off on Feminism” (R)

          PRIMARY SOURCE: June Jordan, “Can I Get A Witness?”(R)

11/25 FEMINIST VISIONS AND ACTIVISM IN THE 21st CENTURY

Excerpt from Excerpt from Kimberly Springer, Living for the
          
Revolution (2005)173-179 (R)
 “Sexuality, Labor, and the New Trade Unionism.”  



Excerpt from Amber Hollibaugh, My Dangerous



Desires: A Queer Girl Dreaming Her Way Home




(2000), 219-238  (Optional) (R)


Haleh Afshar, “Women and the Politics of Fundamentalism   

        In Iran” (R) 

       Ien Ang  “I’m a Feminist but…. ‘Other’ Women and

               Postcolonial Feminism” (R)

Elizabeth Kaminski, "Learning from Coalitions,"



285-291" (R)

     Excerpt from Sara Evans, Tidal Wave (2004) (R)

Excerpt from Johnnetta Cole & Beverly Guy-Sheftall,

     Gender Talk (2003)(R)
12/2 CONCLUSION: WHERE HAVE WE BEEN, WHERE ARE WE GOING?

****FINAL ESSAY DUE****
KNIGHTS OF CYDONIA
Lyrics by Matthew Bellamy

Performed by Muse

Come ride with me through the veins of history

I’ll show you a god who falls asleep on the job

How can we win when fools can be kings

Don’t waste your time or time will waste you

No one’s gonna take me alive

The time has come to make things right

You and I must fight for our rights

You and I must fight to survive

