HY 390 [373] (W)
Religion in American History
“The religious atmosphere of the country was the first thing that struck me . . .”

- Alexis de Tocqueville
In this upper-division course, we will examine the role of religion in U.S. history since the colonial era. We will begin by discussing the nature of religion (what is religion?) and seek to arrive at our own understanding of the appropriate place of religious belief and practice in modern American society. We will also survey American religious history, but the magnitude of religious diversity in the United States since colonial times makes it impossible to cover everything and difficult to cover anything in sufficient depth. Therefore, we will lamentably shortchange many valuable topics and concentrate on four topical explorations of American religion: Puritanism, Mormonism, African American Christianity, and twentieth-century Pentecostalism and evangelicalism. 

Also, this is a writing-intensive course. We also unstintingly dedicate ourselves to clear and persuasive writing through three essays engaging the assigned reading for the course. In class, we will hold essay-writing workshops and discussions about achieving a higher level of competency and eloquence in analytical writing. 
	Prof. John Turner

(o) 460-7373
jturner@jaguar1.usouthal.edu
	Office hours (Humanities 376): 

Tuesday 10:30-11:30
Wednesday 2:15-3:15
or by appointment


Objectives: Students enrolled in HY 373 should:

i. Demonstrate familiarity with several key themes of American Religious History: establishment, pluralism, restorationism, and revivalism.  

ii. Demonstrate specific knowledge of four chosen topics within American Religious History: Puritanism, Mormonism, African American Christianity, and evangelicalism / Pentecostalism. 
iii. Articulate themselves clearly both verbally and in writing.  
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Required Texts:

Jon Butler, Grant Wacker, Randall Balmer, Religion in American Life: A Short History (Oxford University Press, 2007 updated edition, paperback -- don't buy a used older edition). 

John Demos, The Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story from Early America (New York: Vintage Books, 1995).
Albert Raboteau, Slave Religion: The "Invisible Institution" in the Antebellum South (Oxford University Press, 2004 paperback). Don't buy a used older edition.
David Roberts, Devil's Gate: Brigham Young and the Great Mormon Handcart Tragedy (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2008). 
Matthew A. Sutton, Aimee Semple McPherson and the Resurrection of Christian America (Harvard University Press, 2007). 
There are several additional readings found either on electronic reserve [ER] or via the internet.  These readings are marked on the syllabus.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor in a timely manner in the event that technical difficulties arise.  Also, we may view portions of several films in class.  If a student is absent from those class meetings, it will be his/her responsibility to arrange an alternative means of viewing the films.  Exams will draw on the lectures, readings, and films.    
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Assignments and Grades

First Essays (10 points). Rough draft due January 30. Final draft due February 6. 

Second Essay (10 points). You have a choice of two essay assignments, due February 25 or March 23. 
Final Essay with Additional Library Research (20 points). The question and guidelines will be distributed well in advance of the due date. 
Midterm Exam (10 points). Warning: in addition to covering historical material, both the midterm and final exam will cover grammar lessons discussed in class on such subjects as possessives, semicolons vs. colons, indefinite pronouns, and other favorite student topics.
Final Exam (20 points).  The final exam will emphasize material from the second half of the course; however, it is possible that an essay question will require you to synthesize material from earlier in the semester. 
Participation (15 points). Active participation is not voluntary!  We will discuss readings and films in the majority of our class sessions. Students are expected to make thoughtful contributions to these discussions and demonstrate that they have critically read / viewed the assigned material. Everyone will start with a participation grade of 0 points out of a possible 10, so if you never utter a word in this class your overall grade for the course will fall by one letter grade. If you are reserved by nature and worried about this aspect of the class, please come and talk with me early in the semester and we can discuss your strategy for participating in class.  What is most important to me is that you make an attempt to intelligently contribute to our discussions.  

Reading Quizzes (15 points). There will be unannounced quizzes on the assigned reading given at the start of class periods. It's a good reason not to be late. If you keep up with the reading, this will be an easy fifteen points.
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class sessions.  Everyone will receive three “free passes” – this should cover illnesses and family emergencies.  Each subsequent absence will deduct 2 points from your overall grade. If a major problem arises, please be in touch with me as soon as possible. 

Extra-Credit Opportunities: Students are encouraged to attend events (worship services, lectures, etc.) pertaining to religions with which they are unfamiliar during the semester. For instance, if you have no experience with Mormonism, attend a Sunday service. If you are unfamiliar with Judaism, attend services at a temple or a seder meal. The possibilities are endless! Extra credit points (up to a maximum of 8) will be given to those who do so and turn in a 2-page summary of the event. No credit for visiting a Methodist church if you're a Presbyterian -- go outside your comfort zone. I will try to provide a list of possibilities, but you are welcome to create your own. 
This is how I will compute your final grade:

The standard grading scale will be used (A=90+; B=80-89.99; C=70-79.99; D=60-69.99; F=below 60).
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Late/Make-up Policies: 

You are responsible for keeping track of important dates for this course and for managing your schedule to prepare for assignments and exams on time.  

Exams: I will only give makeup exams for reasons authorized by official sources in writing, such as illness, court appearance, family emergency, participation on USA athletic teams, military service, etc. Make travel plans now so that you can attend the midterm and final.  Don’t take this class if you aren’t planning to be in town for the exams!
Essays: Essays are due in class on their assigned days. All papers received after class on that day will be marked down. Papers received later the same day will be marked down 1/2 of a letter grade and then marked down an additional letter grade for each subsequent day. The only exceptions will be documented medical and family emergencies. If you must be away from class on the day an assignment is due – including trips on which you will represent USA – plan accordingly to submit the essay in advance of your trip. Should dire circumstances arise which you believe require special consideration, contact me in advance.  

Essays must be submitted as hard copies in class. Assertions that an essay has been emailed to me will have no impact on the above policy. Thus, I will not be sympathetic to a claim that a paper has been emailed to me several weeks ago!
Disabilities: Qualified students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations should contact me as soon as possible to ensure your needs are met in a timely manner. For your reference, the Office of Special Students phone is 460-7212.

Classroom Conduct:  Please be considerate of your instructors and fellow students while in the classroom.  Go somewhere else if you want to talk, sleep, eat, or read the paper.  Be prompt, and if you must arrive late, try to do so as unobtrusively as possible.  Please note: uncivil, disruptive behavior will result in a reduction of your grade.

Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action according to university policy. The University of South Alabama is committed to the fundamental value of academic honesty. The student handbook, The Lowdown, defines plagiarism as one form of academic misconduct which is "subject to investigation and disciplinary action through appropriate university procedures."  Plagiarism is using somebody else’s ideas in your writing without correctly identifying the sources.   As one resource for helping you avoid plagiarism, your written work in this class may be submitted to Turnitin.com, or a similar detection method, for an evaluation of the originality of your ideas and proper use and attribution of sources.  Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in a restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism in such documents.  As part of this process, you may be required to submit electronic as well as hard copies of your writing.  By taking this course, you agree that all assignments may be subject to some form of originality review.  A paper not submitted according to procedures and format set by the teacher may be penalized or may not be accepted at all.

Distribution of student work: By taking this class, I will presume permission to anonymously distribute portions of your essays or other work for the purposes of class instruction. [In other words, if you write a great introduction, I may reproduce it for the benefit of the rest of the class]. 
Modifications: Any item on this syllabus may be modified by the instructor by verbal announcement and/or by handouts. Students will receive adequate notice of any changes.  
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action according to university policy.
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Organization of Lecture / Discussion / Reading Material
Week 1   Note: ALWAYS bring the assigned readings to class.
I. Introduction 
Jan. 12 -- Introduction to HY 373 and the history of religion in the United States
II. Religion in Colonial America 
Jan. 14 -- John Winthrop

Read:

John Winthrop, "A Modell of Christian Charity," in David D. Hall, ed., Puritans in the New World: A Critical Anthology (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004), 165-70. [ER]




Butler, chapters one and two
Jan. 16 -- Puritan Covenants (Part I)
Read: 

Demos, Unredeemed Captive, xi-39



Butler, chapter three
Jan. 21 -- Puritan Covenants (Part II)
Read:

Demos, Unredeemed Captive, 40-99
Jan. 23 -- Religious Diversity in Colonial America
Read:

Demos, Unredeemed Captive, 100-166



Butler, chapter four
Jan. 26 -- Unredeemed Captive
Read:

Demos, Unredeemed Captive, 167-252
Jan. 28 -- The Great Awakening

Read:

Butler, chapter six 
Jan. 30 -- Essay Workshop



Draft of Essay 1 Due
Feb. 2 -- Religion and the American Founding

Read: 

Butler, chapter seven

Feb. 4 -- Unbelief in America

Read:

Butler, chapter eight

III. African American Christianity
Feb. 6 -- Slavery and Religion: Introduction


Revised Essay 1 Due
Feb. 9 -- Slavery and Religion 

Read:

Raboteau, preface, afterword, 3-94



Frederick Douglass, Narrative (excerpt) [ER] 



David Walker, Appeal (excerpt) [ER]
Recommended:
Butler, chapters five and twelve
Feb. 11 -- The Postbellum Black Church

Read:

Raboteau, 95-150



Henry McNeal Turner, "God Is a Negro" [ER]
Feb. 13 -- Religion and the Civil Rights Movement

Read:

Raboteau, 151-210



Martin Luther King, Jr., "Loving Your Enemies" [ER]


James Cone, Black Theology and Black Power (excerpt) [ER]
Feb. 16 -- Raboteau's Slave Religion
Read:

Raboteau, 211-321
Feb. 18 -- The Spiritual Wages of Racism

February 20 -- Midterm Examination in Class
IV. Religion in 19th-Century America Mormonism
Feb. 23 -- Catholicism in America

Read:

Butler, chapter fourteen

Feb. 25 -- Anti-Catholicism in America



Essay 2 (Option 1) Due
Feb. 27 -- Revive Us Again

Recommended: 
Butler, chapters nine and ten

March 2 -- Shakers and Spiritualists

March 4 -- Introduction to Mormonism (Part I)

Read:

Joseph Smith, "First Vision" [ER]



Butler, chapter 11

Strongly Recommended:
The Mormons [PBS documentary]: http://www.pbs.org/mormons/

March 6 -- Introduction to Mormonism (Part II)

Read:

Roberts, chapters 1-2

March 9 -- Mormon Polygamy

Read:

Roberts, chapters 3-4

March 11 -- Brigham Young's Utah

Read:

Roberts, chapters 5-6

March 13 -- Roberts's Handcart Tragedy
Read: 

Roberts, 7-9
March 23 -- Post-Manifesto Mormonism



Essay 2 (Option 2) Due
March 25 -- Contemporary Mormonism

Read:

Damon Linker, "The Big Test," The New Republic 1 Jan. 2007 [ER] 



Richard Bushman, "Have Faith," 29 Jan. 2007 [ER] 



"Mormonism and Gay Marriage" [TBA -- ER]
V. Religion in Modern America
March 27 -- The Creation of Fundamentalism

Read:

Butler, 273-80, chapter 19

March 30 -- The Birth of Pentecostalism

Read:

Butler, chapters 17 and 18

April 1 -- Aimee Semple McPherson: Introduction

Read:

Sutton, prologue and chapters 1-3

April 3 -- Aimee Semple McPherson

Read:

Sutton, chapters 4-5

April 6 -- The Renewal of Fundamentalism 

Read:

Sutton, chapters 6-7

April 8 -- Sutton's Aimee Semple McPherson

Read:

Sutton, 8-9, epilogue

April 10 -- Protestant / Catholic / Jew

Read:

Butler, 21

April 13 -- American Judaism (Part I)
Readings for April 13-17: TBA



April 15 -- American Judaism (Part II) 
April 17 -- American Judaism (Part III)

April 20 -- Second Vatican Council

Read:
Richard Rodriguez, Hunger of Memory (excerpt) [ER]  
April 22 -- New Religious Diversity

Read:
Butler, chapter 22

April 24 -- Religious Rights and Lefts

Read:
Butler, chapter 23

April 27 -- Looking Ahead

Read:
Butler, chapter 24
April 29 -- Church and State Revisited


Essay 3 Due
May 1 -- Review
Essay Question # 1

A) To what extent did the New England colonists fulfill John Winthrop's "A Modell of Christian Charity?" Support your answer with evidence from Winthrop's sermon, Butler, et al., Religion in American Life, and Demos, Unredeemed Captive. 
B) What distinguished the following three religions: French Canadian Catholicism, New England Puritanism, and Kahnawake spirituality? Support your answer with evidence from Demos, Unredeemed Captive and Butler, et al., Religion in American Life. 
At or near the beginning of your essay, include a thesis statement that clearly answers the question and structures your essay.  
Expectations and Recommendations

1. 5 pages, double-spaced, normal-sized font (Times New Roman 12-point font typically passes for "normal-sized") with normal margins.  Organize your essay in whichever way you feel best answers the question.  

2. Essays will be graded for both content and writing (grammar, spelling, style).  Quality of writing and content are necessarily closely related, as difficulties with grammar, etc. detract from your argument.  Likewise, clear sentences and good choices of words strengthen your argument.

3. Use the readings!  Essays that do not intelligently engage the assigned readings will receive low grades.
4. Make an argument.  The question asks you to take a stand, so make a choice and do your best to back it up.

5. Cut to the chase.  Again, since you have a limited amount of space, do not summarize the readings or follow tangents.  All you have to do is answer the question.    
6. Citations.  Use footnotes and a consistent method of citation (Chicago, MLA, etc.) to reference assigned readings. You do not need to draw on any outside sources for this essay, but if you do, contact me about how to cite those sources.

7. Originality. Your essay must be your own original work, composed without assistance from others (in the class or not) or undocumented sources. You are welcome to discuss the assignment with others in the class; however, when it comes to writing the essay, it is not a group assignment.  Please see the university plagiarism policy for more details. See also my handout on plagiarism.
	Assignment of Grades for Papers

Your essay will be closely scrutinized (and receive a grade from 0 to 100) in the following five areas:

Draft -- You are required to bring a "polished draft" of the essay to class on January 30.  
Thesis Statement and Argument -- Does the essay have a clear argument and thesis statement?  

Evidence -- Is the argument / thesis supported by evidence from the assigned readings? 

Writing -- Is the essay free of spelling and grammar mistakes?  Is it clearly and eloquently written?  Does the essay use the required system of citation appropriately?
Organization -- Does the essay progress clearly and logically?  Does the organization of paragraphs and sentences effectively advance the essay's argument / thesis?

I will then average those five grades to compute the overall grade for the essay.  I also reserve the prerogative to award bonus points for intellectual creativity and engagement (i.e., does the essay make a particularly compelling or thoughtful argument, etc.?)  
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You must bring a "polished draft" (meaning you have already carefully proofread and revised your essay) to an in-class essay writing workshop on Jan. 30. In that workshop, each student will read and comment on at least one other student's essay. Then, we will discuss issues of common concern together, including grammar, citations, thesis statements, etc. 












7

