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Second Level: Errors in Agreement, Reference, and Diction

These errors are typical in the efforts of many writers can often be avoided by the person's
learning to be a more careful writer or a more skilled proofreader. Though they create

bothersome problems for attentive readers, such errors rarely impair communication seriously
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¢  Agreement. Sentence subject and verb do not agree in number,
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which it appears. We include in this category wordiness,
redundancy, iargon, and |low-level ambiguities--statements that,

), either are unclear or have more than one
hese errors in diction include the following:
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2 lsage errors (for instance, "excent” is written when "accept” is

a Imprecise word choices ("Taxation was 2 sensuous [rather than
n

@ largon (“Betsy and Al achieve interface [rather than agreed]
about the Ramsay account.”)

These are among the |east problematic yet the most constant mechanical errors. We
recommend a hierarchy within this level that vour students should take seriously
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@ Most important: end punctuation. Periods, question marks, and
exclamation points are the marks that end sentences. When they
are not in evidence, the reader is quickly and needlessly
confused; quickly, because there's no marker to indicate a

a
sentence boundary; needlessly, hecause their omission is nothing
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but carelessness and |ack of nroofreading
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@  Spelling. Never ignore spelling problems. Never let students off
with the all-nurpose excuse “I'm just not a good speller.”
Chronic bad spellers who seem to make no effort to improve
should see their grades dropped by a letter. You should
encourage them to use dictionaries, make lists of words they most
often misspell, and usea other aides, such as computerized spell
checkers
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