The "Information Script" is an introduction to the questionnaire / interview / survey, and should be placed before the survey / questionnaire/ interview or as a stand alone document used as an information sheet.   

Complete this example by filling in the blanks as they apply to your research.  The italicized information is a suggestion to help you complete the script.  Please delete all information in italics that does not pertain to the project.   
 

Title of project
Name of Principal Investigator 

Contact Information
 

You are invited to voluntarily participate in a research project [describe the project].  

 

The purpose of the study is to  ________________________. This will take no longer than ____________ minutes to complete.  Participation will remain anonymous and no identifying data will be collected.  
Briefly describe procedure ______________________________.  You have the right to refuse to answer any questions that you do not wish to complete and/or answer.  
Describe any direct benefits or risks to the participant from the study ___________________________.   [Benefits could be potentially advantageous in future society as a result of information gathered in the study.  If there are risks, please list - loss of confidentiality, burden of time, discomfort of sensitive questions, physical harm, psychological harm, etc]

 

No incentives will be provided for completing the _________________ [survey/questionnaire/interview].  All answers will be [destroyed, shred, kept for _____ days/years after completion of the research, etc] after all data has been collected and ______________[report written, dissertation completed, thesis completed, etc.].  All information will be used for research purposes only.  

 

If you agree to participate, you must be at least 19 years of age.  You can withdraw at any time without consequence.  Please contact me at _______________ or the Institutional Review Board at the University of South Alabama at 460-6308 if you have questions about your rights as a research subject.  

 

References:  45 CFR 46.117(c) (2)

45 CFR 46.117(c) (2)
(c) An IRB may waive the requirement for the investigator to obtain a signed consent form for some or all subjects if it finds either:
(1) That the only record linking the subject and the research would be the consent document and the principal risk would be potential harm resulting from a breach of confidentiality. Each subject will be asked whether the subject wants documentation linking the subject with the research, and the subject's wishes will govern; or
(2) That the research presents no more than minimal risk of harm to subjects and involves no procedures for which written consent is normally required outside of the research context.
