Sigma Xi business meeting
9/15/06

Minutes
1. Julio Turrens attended a meeting at the Sigma Xi headquarters (August 31/September 1) to discuss ideas on how to revitalize chapters.  
2. Among other things, we identified various sources of funding which will be used in the future for local events, including.

· Chapter education grants (K-12) (SMEEG). We will request $1,000 for the Science Olympiad
· Grant-in-Aid of Research: $1,000.  Two deadlines a year.  An email was sent to all faculty on campus to have students apply for these grants.
· Grants for symposia $1,000.  We will request funds for the symposium on Systems Biology (see below) early next year.  High chance of obtaining these funds.
· Special grants for revitalizing chapter.  We’ll request $300 to sponsor a reception for faculty to formally start the chapter and invite new members.
Other sources of funding include:

· Multichapter grants $1,000

· Grants to bring speakers\

3. As you know, all members can contact others in the chapter via our list server.  The email address is:  Ch699@listserver.sigmaxi.org .  I have tried to contact other members in the area members by requesting a list of members by zipcode.  
4. Our chapter has purchased a Sigma Xi banner to be used at events ($50)

5. We discussed the possibility of combine efforts with the honor society of PKP to co-sponsor activities that are Science/Engineering related
6. Recruitment of new members:  We will have flyers describing Sigma Xi activities at different events such as faculty orientation, conferences, etc

7. Jyoti Champanerkar continues updating our webpage.  The URL is: http://www.southalabama.edu/sigmaxi/
Upcoming events:

· Presentation by Dr. Sandeep Shah on October 19, 4 PM, auditorium. College of Medicine on  “Unlocking the Mystery of Columbia’s Tragic Accident Through Forensic Analysis" .

· We are planning a reception for all faculty in Science and Engineering to officially re-launch our chapter on campus, recruit new members and to stress the need to support this society.  Refreshments will be served.

· Symposium on Systems Biology.  Don Herbert has designed the webpage for this symposium and is contacting various sponsors for this event.  The meeting will be on February 22-23, 2008/
· We will start a series of Science Cafes at the Mobile public library.  These are informal events to bring current topics in science to the general public.  We have contacted the library branch at Grelot, and they like the idea.  The first café will be held during the Spring semester and will include a panel of USA faculty to talk about Global Warming and the effects on weather pattern.  Sytske Kimball and Keith Blackwell already agreed to participate.  Other faculty members will be contacted 
· Lalita and Rajeev Samant will look into the possibility of science cafes on cancer.

