APA IN-TEXT CITATIONS

BASIC FORMAT FOR A QUOTATION

Ordinarily, introduce the quotation with a signal phrase that includes the author’s last name followed by the year of publication in parentheses. Put the page number (preceded by “p.”) in parentheses after the quotation. 

Critser (2003) noted that despite growing numbers of overweight
Americans, many health care providers still “remain either in
ignorance or outright denial about the health danger to the poor
and the young” (p. 5).

If the author is not named in the signal phrase, place the author’s name, the year, and the page number in parentheses after the quotation: (Critser, 2003, p. 5).

NOTE: APA style requires the year of publication in an in-text citation. Do not include a month, even if the source is listed by month and year.

BASIC FORMAT FOR A SUMMARY OR A PARAPHRASE

Include the author’s last name and the year either in a signal phrase introducing the material or in parentheses following it. A page number or another locator is not required for a summary or a paraphrase, but include one if it would help readers find the passage in a long work. 

According to Carmona (2004), the cost of treating obesity is
exceeded only by the cost of treating illnesses from tobacco use
(para. 9).

The cost of treating obesity is exceeded only by the cost of treat-
ing illnesses from tobacco use (Carmona, 2004, para. 9).

BASIC FORMAT FOR AN ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT

When possible, cite an electronic document as you would any other document (using the author-date style). 

Atkinson (2001) found that children who spent at least four hours
a day watching TV were less likely to engage in adequate
physical activity during the week.
This information was obtained from www.dianahacker.com: http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c09_s1.html.

