University of South Alabama
Department of Chemistry
Safety Rules
The following are specific rules for students in all laboratories. These safety instructions are to be
considered as part of the academic course content. The rules will be rigidly and impartially enforced.
Willful noncompliance will result in dismissal or suspension from the laboratory.
Conduct
1. Horseplay or other acts of carelessness are prohibited.
2. Unauthorized experiments are prohibited. Follow laboratory directions carefully.
3. Open containers of food and beverages are not to be brought into the laboratory.
4. Never taste anything. Never directly smell the source of any vapor or gas; instead by means of your
cupped hand, waft a small sample to your nose. Do not inhale these vapors but take in only enough to
detect an odor if one exists. Suction by mouth should not be used to fill pipets.
5. Never work in the laboratory alone without supervision of a laboratory instructor.
6. Locate fire blankets, safety showers, fire extinguishers, and secondary exits from the laboratory.
Proper Handling of Chemicals and Equipment
7. Know what chemicals you are using. Carefully read the label twice before taking anything from a
bottle.
8. Consider all chemicals to be hazardous unless you are instructed otherwise. Safety Data Sheets
(SDS) are available for all chemicals in use.
9. Excess reagents are never to be returned to stock bottles. If you take too much, dispose of the
excess.
10. Always pour acids into water. If you pour water into acid, the heat of reaction will cause the water to
explode into steam, sometimes violently, and the acid will splatter.
11. If chemicals come into contact with your skin or eyes, flush immediately with copious amounts of
water. Any accidents or injuries, however slight, must be called to the attention of the laboratory
instructor immediately.
12. Dispose of chemicals properly. Waste containers will be provided and their use will be explained by
your Instructor. Unless you are explicitly told otherwise, assume that only water may be put in the lab
sinks.
13. Clean up all broken glassware immediately and dispose of the broken glass into a glass disposal
box.
14. Never leave burners or hot plates unattended. Turn them off whenever you leave your workstation.
Be sure that the gas is shut off at the bench rack when you leave the lab. Unplug hot plates and store
them in the center of the lab bench.
15. Beware of hot glass--it looks exactly like cold glass.
Page 1
10.17.2019 Clements

University of South Alabama
Department of Chemistry
Safety Rules
16. Chemicals and chemical glassware are to be confined to the laboratory. Do Not Remove

Chemicals from the Laboratory.
17. Many, if not most, accidents are caused by poor housekeeping practices-clean up as you work.
18. Always wash your hands before leaving lab. Do Not Wear Gloves Out of the Lab.
Attire
19. Goggles are required at all times in the laboratory. This includes whether you are actually working
on an experiment, washing glassware, or writing in your lab manual. Goggles must be OSHA
approved, splash-proof, indirectly vented, and fitted close to the face. Students wearing contact
lenses should inform his/her instructor.
20. Personal items, i.e. coats, backpacks, etc., are not to be kept at the lab bench. There are shelves and
hook racks just inside the entrance to the lab. Be aware that lab chemicals can destroy personal
possessions.
21. Confine long hair behind head and shoulders when in the laboratory.
22. You must be properly dressed to attend laboratory. Exceptions for religious purposes must be
addressed with the Laboratory Manager. Lab coats or lab aprons are acceptable and encouraged,
but do not replace the clothing requirement.
Requirement

Description

Goggles

OSHA approved, indirectly vented, splash-proof, and fitted close to the face.

Pants

Loose fitting, cotton or polyester/cotton blend, of a length that comes to the top of
your shoes. Ankles must not show. No holes or rips, tight fitting, or synthetics.

Shirts

Sleeve sufficient to cover at least half of arm from shoulder to elbow, such as a tshirt or scrub top. It must be long enough to stay tucked-in or down, with no bare
midriff.

Shoes

Sturdy, substantial shoes which cover the full top of the foot. Socks are encouraged.
Complete canvas shoes or those with holes or open weave construction are
unacceptable.

Hair / Hats

Secure (tie back) long hair behind head and shoulders. No hats, caps, scarfs, or
head coverings of any type. See the Laboratory Manager for religious
exceptions.
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