
Postdoctoral research associate at NC State University and UNC Wilmington 

Where: Morehead City, NC or Wilmington, NC (potentially remote for a portion of the 
appointment) 

Start date: as soon as possible 

Duration: two years 

Salary: $52,000 per year with fringe benefits and health insurance 

Qualifications: PhD in Fisheries, Ecology, Zoology or related field; experience in fisheries 
population assessment and/or management systems would be beneficial but not required; 
evidence of strong written and oral communication skills  

Project description: 

The primary goal will be to evaluate historical and current trends in the stock status of coastal 
and marine fishery resources that are managed by the North Carolina Division of Marine 
Fisheries (NCDMF).  The project will take a comparative approach to assess trends across 
management jurisdictions (state and federal), and also will seek to identify key drivers of 
changes/trends in stock status, which may include life history traits, the quality of fishery-
independent and -dependent data sources, and management decisions/framework.  The 
comparative approach will assess fishery status both 1) across species that are managed under 
different jurisdictions, and 2) within species that are managed separately by multiple states.  The 
management jurisdictions will include NCDMF (and other state agencies), the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), and the Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Councils (MAFMC and SAFMC).  The overall null hypothesis for the comparative 
approach is that the stock status of NCDMF managed fisheries will not be different from those 
managed by other jurisdictions (i.e., the management framework in NC does not lead to 
appreciably better or worse outcomes than other management frameworks).  Currently, NCDMF 
managed fisheries include striped bass, kingfishes, alewife, blueback herring, sheepshead, 
southern flounder, and striped mullet, and also other species (red drum, spotted seatrout) that are 
managed through interjurisdictional frameworks (e.g., ASMFC).  The within-species 
comparative assessment will be focused on select species that are managed separately by 
individual states, for example, Florida and North Carolina have recently conducted independent 
stock assessments for striped mullet.  Stock status will be estimated using standard biomass 
indicators from completed stock assessments as well as other metrics, including size/age 
structure, survey indices, and fishery harvest trends.  Shifts/trends in stock status, as well as 
uncertainty, will be explored relative to the quality and duration of fishery-independent and -
dependent time series, the level of understanding of key ecological processes (e.g., natural 
mortality, stock-recruit relationship), and regulatory changes.  The successful candidate will have 
the opportunity to interact with a broad interdisciplinary research team (NCSU, UNCW, UNC-
CH, and ECU) and contribute to policy recommendations to guide fisheries management in 
North Carolina.  They will also have the opportunity to explore additional questions and analyses 
related to the primary project goals. 
 
To Apply: Send email to jabuckel@ncsu.edu and scharff@uncw.edu with a copy of your CV, 
unofficial transcripts, and the names/contact information for three professional references. 
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