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ITEM 17.B
September 17, 2010

RESOLUTION

COMMENDATION OF DR. ROBERT A. SHEARER

WHEREAS, the University of South Alabama seeks to honor exceptional administrators and
faculty who have devoted a substantial part of their careers to serving and teaching others, and who
have distinguished themselves throughout their professional careers, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Robert A. Shearer joined the USA faculty in 1986 as a Professor of
Management in the Mitchell College of Business, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Shearer, as a tenured business law professor, was one of the outstanding
teachers in the Mitchell College of Business, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Shearer established a continuing record of scholarly publications and was
a nationally recognized consultant in the areas of conflict resolution and partnering, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Shearer also served as Executive Assistant to the President from 1998 until
his retirement in July 2010, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Shearer served with professionalism in his teaching and administrative
duties, working equally well with administrators, faculty and students, and

WHEREAS, during his tenure at the University, he chaired and served on numerous
committees and provided unique insight, guidance, and direction in the growth and success of the
University, and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Shearer offered his time selflessly to the University in support of its
academics, arts, and athletics, and successfully employed his partnering/facilitating skills for many
projects pursued by the University, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Shearer has been a valued advisor, mentor, and friend to untold numbers
of students and colleagues at USA, as well as a constant source of unwavering support and
irrepressible humor,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees expresses its appreciation
to Dr. Robert A. Shearer for his many contributions to the University of South Alabama and offers
its best wishes upon his retirement from the Institution and in his current and future endeavors.
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ITEM 18
September 17, 2010

RESOLUTION

COMMENDATION OF TRUSTEE STEVEN H. STOKES, M.D.,
AS CHAIR PRO TEMPORE EMERITUS

WHEREAS, Dr. Steven H. Stokes has served faithfully as a member of the Board of
Trustees of the University of South Alabama since his appointment in 1993, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stokes served as Chair Pro Tempore of the Board of Trustees from
June 2007 through June 2010, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stokes previously served the Board as Vice Chair from 2004 through 2007,
and

WHEREAS,  Dr. Stokes also served as a member of the USA Foundation Board of Directors
and the USA Research and Technology Corporation Board of Directors, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stokes, during his tenure as a member of the Board, among other
responsibilities, has served as a member of the Health Affairs, Endowment and Investments, Long-
Range Planning, and Executive committees, and

WHEREAS,  Dr. Stokes’ dynamic and insightful leadership, especially in the medical field, 
was critical to the development and progress of major University initiatives, including the USA
Mitchell Cancer Institute,  the USA Children’s & Women’s Hospital expansion project, Campaign
USA, the Jaguar football and marching band programs, and many others, and

WHEREAS,  Dr. Stokes’ generous support of the University of South Alabama, the Angelia
and Steven H. Stokes Endowed Scholarship in Creative Writing, the USA Mitchell Cancer Institute,
the Dr. Robert A. Kreisberg Gifted Medical Scholars Endowment, and the USA College of
Medicine, brings his total giving to the University, including matching funds, to more than $2.4
million, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Stokes, through his long-standing stewardship, wisdom, guidance and
philanthropy, has played a prominent role in advancing the interests of all University of South
Alabama constituencies,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the University of South
Alabama expresses its sincere appreciation to Dr. Steven H. Stokes for his many contributions and
invaluable service to the Board, to the entire University community, and to the people of the state
of Alabama, all of whom have benefitted from his wisdom, dedication, service and generosity, by
conferring upon him the honorary title of Chair Pro Tempore Emeritus of the University of South
Alabama Board of Trustees.
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