
1 
 

Guide to Mardi Gras and Social Change Oral Histories 
 

 
 

Descriptive Summary: 

Title: Mardi Gras and Social Change Oral Histories 

Creators: 

Barrett, Ron 

Bishop, Jack 

Cleveland, Suzanne 

Curry, Janette 

Dennison, Bobby 

Dennison, Linda 

Finley, Eric 

Gaudet, Stephen  

Hiers, Kathie 

London, Hosea  

McClure, Homer 

McDavid, Larry 

Moore, George 

Moore, Pam 

Perez, Richard 

Queen Danielle II (restricted) 

Richardson, Juanita 

Richardson, Palmer 

Roberts, Craig  

Shantazio, Nick 

Soto, Domingo  

Torrey, Chuck (restricted) 

Uptagrafft, John 

Vaughan, Al 

Interviewer: Isabel Machado dos Santos Wildberger 

Dates: 2014-2017 

Quantity: 21 .wav files, 22 text files; 18.3 GB 

Abstract: A collection of 21 interviews by Isabel Machado dos Santos Wildberger in digital 

audio and transcript form covering subjects related to Mardi Gras in Mobile, LGBTQ issues, 

Order of Osiris, race, and other topics. Recorded 2014-2017. 



2 
 

Accession: 696-2018 

 

 
 

Biographical Note:  
 

Isabel Machado dos Santos Wildberger is a Brazilian historian, currently living in México while 

completing her PhD for the University of Memphis. Machado lived in Mobile for 4 years - during which she 

earned an M.A. in history at the University of South Alabama. The interviews in this collection formed the 
basis of her dissertation research on Mardi Gras as a way of examining social change, particularly with 

regard to the LGBTQ community in the city of Mobile. Machado interviewed members and founders of the 

Order of Osiris, the city’s first openly Gay Mardi Gras society. 

 

 
Scope and Content: 

The interviews contain various perspectives on Mobile’s Queer community, participation in 

Mardi Gras, social change, and race in Mobile. It includes an interview with the leader of 

Mobile’s famous Excelsior Band, Hosea London, discussing his experience of Mardi Gras. 

 

 
Provenance: 

Acquired by gift from Isabel Machado dos Santos Wildberger. 

 

 
Arrangement: 

Alphabetical by interviewee. 

 

 
Access Restrictions: 

Collection is open to researchers with the exception of 2 interviews which do not currently 

have signed releases. 

 

 
Usage Restrictions: 

The right of access to materials held by The McCall Library does not imply that The McCall 

Library gives the user the right of publication or the right to quote from materials within this 
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collection. Permission for reprinting, reproduction, or quotation from the (rare) books, 

manuscripts, prints, or drawings located at The McCall Library must be obtained from the 

copyright holder of the material the user wishes to reprint, reproduce, or quote from. The 

reader/user bears all responsibility for any possible infringement of copyright.  

 

 
Copyright Notice: 

Copyright is retained by the authors of the items in these papers or their descendants, as 

stipulated by United States copyright law. The user is responsible for adhering to all United 

States copyright laws.   

 

 
Preferred Citation:     

Mardi Gras and Social Change Oral Histories, The Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and 

Manuscript Library, University of South Alabama, Mobile, Alabama. 

 

 
Sensitive Materials Statement: 

Manuscript collections and archival records may contain material(s) of a sensitive or 

confidential nature that is protected under federal or state rights to privacy. Researchers are 

advised that the disclosure of certain information pertaining to identifiable living individuals 

represented in this collection without the consent of those individuals may have legal 

ramifications (e.g., an invasion of privacy may arise if you publish facts concerning an 

individual’s private life that could be deemed highly offensive to a reasonable person). The 

Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and Manuscript Library and the University of South Alabama 

assume no responsibility for the disclosure by researchers of such sensitive or confidential 

information. 

 

  

Guide prepared by: Deborah Gurt 

Guide updated by: Deborah Gurt 

Guide last updated: 5/30/2023 

 

 
Related material: Researchers interested in this collection may also wish to consult the 
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following resources in the McCall Library holdings: 

 

Robert Eugene Bell Collection (386) 

 

Gender and Sexuality Archive (Research files provided by Machado) 

 

Gulf Alliance for Equality (GAE) papers  

 

 

 

 

 

 


