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Education

May 2009

Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN




Doctor of Philosophy in Geography 



Dissertation: Science and Technology Indicators in EPSCoR States: A Policy 



Geography. Advisor: Dr. Jay D. Gatrell




Areas of Specialization :

· Economic Geography

· Urban and Regional Development

· Regional Dimensions of Global Change

May 2005

The University of Akron, Akron, OH



Master of Arts in Geography



Research Paper : Five Decades of Shifts in Slum Upgrading Policy of India



Areas of Specialization :

· Urban and Regional Development and Planning

· Regional Dimensions of Global Change

June 1994

The University of Delhi, Delhi, India



Master of Arts in Political Science




Areas of Specialization :

· Political Economy of Development in Peripheral Areas
· Comparative Government and Politics

· Politics in US & Canada

June 1991

The University of Delhi, Delhi, India



Bachelor of Arts (Honors) in Political Science

Appointments 
Fall 2008 – Present
University of South Alabama, Mobile, AL



Department of Earth Sciences




Assistant Professor of Human Geography – Tenure Track
· Introduction to Human Geography (G114)
· World Regional Geography (G115)
· World Economic Geography (G312)
· Urban Geography and Planning(G365)

· Introduction to GIS (G460)
· GIS Applications-II: Business and Social Sciences(G462)

· Geography of Asia (G490)
· Directed Studies (G494)
Fall 2006 - Present
Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN



College of Arts and Sciences



Graduate Assistant, NSF – Robert Noyce Program, 
June 2007

Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN




Department of Geography




Adjunct Faculty for Economic Geography (GEOG213)




2003-05 The University of Akron, Akron, OH
Department of Geography and Planning

Graduate Teaching Assistant 

· Introduction to Geography

· Geography of Cultural Diversity

2002-03 The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH

Department of Geography

Graduate Teaching Associate

· World Regional Geography (G200)
· Geography of US & Canada
Internship

May-Aug 2004

National Geographic Society, Washington D.C.
Geography Intern for the geography education program and responsible for assisting with the development of the Geography Action 2004 Institute – “Cultures: The Sound of Place”.

Research Affiliations and Experiences

1998-02002 

Educational Consultants India Limited, Noida, India
(A Public Sector Undertaking)
Ministry of Education, Government of India

Assistant Manager–Technical Assistance & Business Development

Responsible for preparing technical and financial proposals with a focus on education and training needs; interacting with national and international governments/organizations, identifying new clients, negotiating contracts, and coordinating all aspects of business development.
1998 Institute of Social Science, New Delhi, India
Research Associate providing research support to one a range of projects including coordinating book projects.
1997-098 Braintrust Consultants Private Ltd, Hyderabad, India
Development Associate responsible for program management and business development with Government and Non-governmental, and donor agencies. 

1997


Center for Research Planning and Action, New Delhi, India
(A Non-governmental agency for research, and consulting in the development sector)
Manager (Research)
As Manager (Research) I was responsible for business development, project proposal development, report writing. 
1993-096 Sanket, Delhi & Bhopal, India
(A Non-governmental agency for research, and consulting in the development sector)
Project Associate conducting research and field investigations for projects in the social and development sector.  The position required extensive field work and travel.

Publications
Gatrell, J., R. Thakur, N. Reid and B. Smith. 2010 (in Press) Clusters and listening: Local economic 
development in place. Journal of Applied Research in Economic Development.
Thakur, R. 2010 (in Press) Geographies of Research and Development in Barney Warf (eds) Encyclopedia of Geography, Thousand Oaks: Sage
Thakur, R. and Sharma, M. 2009. GIS and Challenges to Planning and Development Applications in Peripheral Regions, in Jay Gatrell and Ryan Jensen (eds) Geotechnologies and the Environment: Planning and Socioeconomic Applications, 125-137, Heidelberg, Germany: Springer, Verlag 

Thakur, R. 2007. Global Warming: Differential Impact and Emerging Dilemmas, in B. Thakur (et 
al) (eds) City, Society and Planning: Festschrift in Honor of Professor Ashok K. Dutt, Volume (3) - 
Planning: 3-15, Concept Publishing Company, New Delhi, India
Dutt, A K., A. Parai and R. Thakur 2006. The City Unites with the World in Steinbacher, Roberta and 
Virginia Benson (3rd Eds.) Introduction to Urban Studies, Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company, 
Dubuque 

Thakur, Rajiv 1998. ‘UNDP Programme Provides Fillip to Jute Industry’, in The Pioneer Newspaper, 
New  Delhi, June 15, pp.14

Book Reviews

Thakur, R. 2008. Review of Fingleton’s (eds) New Directions in Economic Geography. Regional Science 
Policy and Practice. 1(1): 125-127
Thakur, R. 2009. Review of  Tickell et al (eds) Politics and Practice in Economic Geography. Professional 
Geographer 61(3): 411-413.
Thakur R. 2010. Review of N. Salvadori et al (eds) Geography, Structural Change and Economic 
Development: Theory and Empirics. Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografie 101(2): 240-
42 
Thakur R. 2010 Review of Roberta Capello and Peter Nijkamp (eds.) Handbook of Regional Growth and 
Development Theories. Regional Studies 44(1):132-35
Journal Articles in submission/preparation

Thakur, R. and Gatrell, J. Science and Technology Indicators in EPSCoR States: Policy Geography. 
Submission planned (June 2010) to Regional Science Policy and Practice.

Thakur, R., Gatrell, J. and Reid, N. Cultural Turn and Economic Geography. Submission planned (July 



2010) to Hamburg Review of Social Sciences.
Thakur, R. and Gatrell, J. Spatial Clusters of the Shipbuilding Industry: An Analysis of Growth Shares for 
States and MSA Counties (1970-2010) Submission planned (June 2010) to Proceedings of Applied 
Geography Conference.
Professional Presentations
Thakur, R. 2010. Cluster-based Economic Development Strategies: Retrospect and Prospects. Annual 
Meeting of the AAG, Washington DC, April 14-18, 2010 
Thakur, R. 2009. Urbanization and Urban Structural Change in Mobile MSA. Applied Geography 
Conference, Baton Rouge, Louisiana Oct 28-30, 2009
Thakur, R. 2009 Science and Technology Indicators in Alabama: Policy Geography. Annual Meeting of 
the AAG, Las Vegas, NV. March 27 
Thakur, R. 2008 Spatial Attributes of Science and Technology Indicators in EPSCoR States. Annual 
Meeting of the AAG, Boston, MA. April 18 
Thakur, R. and Gatrell, J. 2007. R&D Performance of Land Grant Universities in EPSCoR States, 1993--
2003. The Applied Geography Conference, Indianapolis, IN October 17-18 

Thakur, R. and Gatrell, J. 2007 Science and Technology Indicators: A Policy Geography (Poster). Annual 
Meeting of the AAG San Francisco, CA. April 
Thakur, R. and Gatrell, J. 2006. Scalar Discourses on Development in South Asia: Unpackaging the 
Debate. In Abstracts of the 2006 Annual Meeting of Association of American Geographers (AAG) 
at Chicago, IL. Washington DC: AAG
Thakur, R. 2005. Five Decades of Shifts in Slum Upgrading Policy of India. In Abstracts of the 2005 Annual 
Meeting of Association of American Geographers (AAG) at Denver, CO. Washington DC: AAG 

Thakur, R. 2004. Post-Modernism and Planning in India: Some Preliminary Thoughts. In Abstracts of the 
East Lakes Division Meeting of the American Association of Geographers at Athens, OH.  
Washington DC: AAG 
Thakur, R. and Dutt, A. K. 2004 Ideology Based Paradigm Shift of India’s Five Year Plans In Abstracts of 
the 2005 Annual Meeting of Association of American Geographers (AAG) at Philadelphia, PA. 
Washington DC: AAG 
Thakur, R. 2003. Consequence of Kyoto Protocol and Policy Options. In Abstracts of the East Lakes and 
West Lakes Division Meeting of the American Association of Geographers at Kalamazoo, MI.  
Washington DC: AAG 
Workshops (*Invited Talk)
Thakur, R. 2007. Human-Environment Interaction. Geography and History of the World Summer Institute, 
Indiana Department of Education. Terre Haute, IN July 2007*
Thakur, R. 2006. Population and Migration. Geography and History of the World Summer Institute, Indiana 
Department of Education. Terre Haute, IN July 2006*
Service

Reviewer, for The Industrial Geographer 2010
Reviewer, for Journal of Applied Geography, 2008

Member, International Education Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, University of South Alabama. 2008-09 and 2009-10
Vice-Chair, Regional Development and Planning Specialty Group, AAG, 2010-11

Chair, Earth Science Department Committee on Recruitment, 2009-10 

Member, Earth Science Department Committee on Assessment of Geography, 2009-10

Member, Earth Science Department Committee on Library/Textbook, 2009-10
Member-at-large, (2009-2010) Regional Development and Planning Specialty Group AAG, 2009-10 
Organizer, Session on Cluster-based Economic Development Strategies: From Analysis to Action, sponsored by the Regional Development and Planning Specialty Group, AAG Washington DC. April 2010. 
Co-Organizer, Panel on ‘India Rising’ sponsored by Regional Development and Planning Specialty Group and Asian Geography Specialty Group at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers at Denver, CO  




Co-Organizer, Workshop on Preparation of ‘State Level Human Development Reports’ organized jointly by the UNDP and Government of Madhya Pradesh at Bhopal, India, Nov 30 & Dec 1, 1996

Professional Memberships
· Association of American Geographers (Since 2003)

Regional Development and Planning Specialty Group – Director, Developing Countries 
(2004-05)
· The Southern Regional Science Association (Since 2010)

· Applied Geography Conference (Since 2007)
· The Race, Ethnicity and Place Conference (Since 2010)

· National Association of Geographers, India (Since 2003)

Academic Scholarships Awards and Honors

· University of South Alabama -  Special Faculty Development Fund 2008-09, 2009-10
· Indiana State University, National Science Foundation - Robert Noyce Program Graduate Assistantship 2006-08

· AAG, A. K. Chakravarti Award for Best Student Paper by the Regional Development and Planning and Asian Geography Specialty Group (AAG) 2005
 

· UA, Graduate Assistantship, Department of Geography & Planning, University of Akron, Akron 2003-05


· National Geographic Society, Geography Intern, 2004


· OSU, Graduate Teaching Associate, 2002-03

· University of Delhi, ‘College Cardigan’ for my contribution to Debates at K. M. College, University of Delhi 1989-90
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