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WELCOME!

COURSE OBJECTI VES

This one-credit course wll provide students with a broad survey
of current research and i ssues focusing on Gender Studies. The
course will include a variety of lectures facilitated by
different scholars by USA faculty, visiting faculty, or
community nenbers whose research and/or work invol ves issues
focusing on gender as well as sexuality, race, and cl ass.

Gender Studies 290 will provide an interdisciplinary forumfor
students to begin to explore the theoretical, social, and

hi storical constructions of gender and its intersection with
race, class, and sexuality.

CLASS FORNAT

Class will neet approximately every other week and will be built
around the Gender Studies Lecture semnar. There will also be
addi tional neeting tines throughout the senmester. Cass is

sem nar based and students are expected to actively participate.



READI NGS

Readi ngs will consist of general theoretical works on gender,
fem nism and wonen’s studies which will provide students with a
framework to critically think about the topics and issues
presented during the sem nar. Unless indicated otherw se, al
readings will be on Reserve at the USA Library. Students may
obtain the readings either at the Reserve desk to use or copy in
the library, or they nay be obtained and printed through the
online Reserve accessed through the USA Library website. The
readings for GS 290 are as follows and shoul d be conpl eted by
the first |ecture:

Margaret L. Andersen and Patricia Hill Collins, eds. “Intro”
from Race, O ass, and Gender: An Anthol ogy (Bel nont, CA
Wadswort h Publi shing, 2001)

El sa Barkl ey Brown, “ ‘Wat Has Happened Here?:’ The Politics of
Difference in Winen’s History and Fem ni st Politics”

Leslie Heywood and Jennifer Drake, eds. Third Wave Agenda: Bei ng
Fem ni st, Doi ng Fem nism (M nneapolis: University of M nnesota
Press, 1997)

Joan W Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historica
Anal ysis” Anerican Historical Review Vol. 91 No. 5 (Decenber
1986) AVAILABLE ON JSTOR

Rosemari e Tong, Femi nist Thought: A Conprehensive |Introduction
(Boul der: Westview Press, 1989)

ASS| GNMENTS: CRI TI CAL REVI EW6

CRI Tl CAL REVI EW6

Students will submit 5 critical reviews over the course of the
senest er based upon the lecture series. Reviews are to be 1-2
pages typed and doubl e spaced, and are to be submtted by the
Friday followng the I ecture. Reviews may be submtted via e-
mail in Wbrd, or in hardcopy in the professor’s mail box,
Humani ti es 344. The critical revieww ||l focus on the |ecture
and shoul d address the follow ng points as well as others of
your own choosing: the lecture’ s strengths and weaknesses, what
guestions were you left with, what concepts of the | ectures
relate to your readings, how are the lectures/topics in
conversation wth one another.



PARTI Cl PATI ON

The key to successful classroomdiscussion will be engaged and
t houghtful participation by nenbers of our class.
Participation is valued highly and is weighed as heavily as
witten work and projects when determ ning a student’s grade.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance at the lecture semnars is required. As noted above,
participation is a vital part of this course, attendance plays a
significant role not only in the dynamcs of this class,but in
each individual student’s grade as well. If you aren’t in
class, you can’t participate! For exanple, students who
contribute regularly but who have irregul ar attendance cannot
expect to receive as positive an evaluation as students who do
participate and cone to cl ass. Students are responsible for
obtai ning any notes or assignments from classes they may have

m ssed.

GRADES

G ades are wonderful when we are doing well in class and we are
getting A's. On the other hand, when things aren’t going as
well, it’s a different story. Wen students are focused on the
end product of “THE GRADE,” students aren’t as focused on

| earni ng, developing critical thinking skills, and thinking
about the historical and contenporary issues at hand. This
course attenpts to foster such skills. 1In order to achieve this
goal, students will not receive any grades on essays, but wll
recei ve extensive comments on all assignnents. The professor
will maintain qualitative notes evaluating each piece of work a
student submits. Each student’s performance, effort, and verba
contributions and participation will also be evaluated. At the
end of the course, all the qualitative assessnents of each
student will be evaluated fromwhich a final grade will be
determ ned. This nmethod eval uates each student nore
holistically as all assignments, projects, and participation are
val ued equally and as a whole. At any tinme during the semester,
a student may discuss his or her evaluation and progress with

t he professor.



M SCELLANEQUS BUT | MPORTANT

The professor is available to answer questions. Please fee
free to direct any questions and concerns to the professor.

In addition to schedul ed office hours and office hours by

appoi ntnment, the professor is usually available after class and
around nost afternoons. Voice nail and e-mail are also
available to students who wi sh to communi cate in these ways.

** Any student who plagiarizes material will receive an
automatic ‘F for the course. If you are in such a
position where you have to resort to claimng soneone
el se’s work as your own, see the professor before
a small probl em becones a ngj or one!

** The professor reserves the right to change the class schedul e
over the course of the senester

**Free speech, communi cation of ideas (whether popular or
unpopul ar), discussion, and respectful intellectual engagenent
i s encouraged and expected. This is called academ c freedom

** Comments, concerns, or suggestions about the course are
wel cone. |If you are encountering difficulties or problens,
pl ease nake an appoi ntnent, drop by the office, phone or
e-mail so that this nay be addressed quickly.

** Students who need special acconmopdations in order to neet any
of the requirements of the course should speak to the
instructor on the first day of class.



January 21

February 4

February 18

March 11

March 25

April 8

April 22

April 29

** Addi ti onal

Cour se I ntroduction

Vel ma Scant | ebury, M D.

Prof essor of Surgery, USA Coll ege of Medicine
Director, USA Gulf Coast Regional Transplant Center
“Wbnen in Surgery—My Personal Journey”

Cl are Evangelista, MF. A
Departnment of Art and Art History
“Whnen and Creativity”

Feaunte Preyear, B. A
Director of Education, Mbile A DS Support Services
“Whnen in the HV A DS Epi dem c”

Ni gar Bai nova, M A

Lecturer, The Western University, Azerbaijan
“The Strengthening of Gender Sensitivity and
Devel opnent of Gender Bal anced Rel ations in

Azer baij ani Society’

Ni col e Fl ynn, Ph.D.

Departnent of Anthropol ogy and Soci ol ogy

“The Limtations of Hegenonic Masculinity:

How Everyone Can Benefit From Femi ni st Thi nki ng”

Mel McKi ven, Ph.D.

Departnment of History

“Bl ack Genocide? Making Sense of the Sterilization
of the Relf Sisters”

Concl usi on

cl ass neetings may be schedul ed, so pl ease check your

e-mai |l regularly for updates.



