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A lack of courage allows us to remain blinded to our history and deaf to the cries of our past. 

                                              Maya Angelou
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                                                                 WELCOME!
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Today, the United States maintains one of the world’s highest standards of living, and enjoys the availability of some of the best educational, technological, and medical systems, a versatile economy, an abundance of natural resources, growing urban areas with cultural and economic opportunities, and beautiful wilderness that words cannot adequately describe.  In spite of such strengths, an overview of the social and economic landscape reveals a somewhat different terrain:

· The top 10% of American households owns over 90% of the country’s wealth

· The U.S. spends more on trash bags than 43% of the world’s countries spend on everything

· For the first time in history, consumer-product diversity exceeds biodiversity

· Demand for emergency food increased 23% in 2001 and 19% in 2002 

· On any given night, at least 700,000 people are homeless, with at least 2 million homeless per year

· 40% of the homeless are families with children, 1 in 5 homeless work, 25% are vets

· Since Roe v. Wade in 1973, there have been more than 1700 bombings and cases of arson against family planning clinics and clinics where women can choose to safely terminate a pregnancy

· 41 million Americans do not have any health insurance

· 1 of every 5 American adults is functionally illiterate

· 76% of 4th graders in Alabama read below their grade level

· Alabama is ranked 45th among states in total educational expenditures per child

· Every 43 seconds a child in the U.S. is born into poverty

· Every 12 seconds a woman is beaten by a male partner or family member

· 45 million Americans have contaminated drinking water

How did we get to this point, particularly in light of all that we, as a society, have?  History 431 will explore this question through a variety of angles. In spite of such abundance and opportunity, we are also faced with profound social, political, economic, and environmental issues that reverberate throughout American society.  Some issues cut across lines of class, race, gender, religion, educational levels, and sexuality while others are specifically and/or disproportionately borne by those who are not part of the dominant culture in America: white, male, upper middle to upper class, heterosexual, Protestant, and within a certain age range.  History 431 will explore why this is the case as it will examine the historical roots of contemporary America’s most pressing social issues. Some of these issues may include the working poor, the homeless, affirmative action, social security, the death penalty, abortion, reproductive rights, civil rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered persons, health care, and environmental classism and racism.  Related to these specific issues and concerns are the larger concepts and theoretical frameworks such as racism, sexism, classism, homophobia, capitalism, inequality, oppression, repression, sexual freedom, identity politics, and environmental, social, economic, and political justice.

Looking through the prism of history enables us to see how such issues have long historical legacies in our society. As individuals, we engage in self-reflection and look at our own histories to see what caused us to feel and act the way we do in the present. Often times, we learn lessons from these moments so that we may not go down similar painful paths, and instead, create better lives for ourselves and others.  Society and nations are no different.  As a nation, we can learn from our past in order to create a more positive present and future-- one that is congruent with the rhetoric that the U.S. is a democracy.  The discipline of History is a most useful tool-- by understanding the historical roots of today’s most pressing social problems, we can better understand why the U.S. is not a democracy, why our issues today do not exist in a vacuum, and better understand those who are different from our own selves.  While looking through the prism of history, issues, groups, individuals, identities, and “facts” are refracted much differently and become much less one-dimensional.  By better understanding how we have come to this very place we are at today, we are better equipped to create positive and effective approaches to our society’s problems.

CLASS FORMAT

This course is primarily discussion in a seminar format; however, some lecture will take place in order to contextualize material within broader historical and contemporary frameworks.  Wandering off the syllabus will most likely happen!  A give-and-take atmosphere where asking questions (no question is ever dumb), helping one another to learn, voicing your ideas, and fostering critical thinking is one of our goals.  

Learning takes different shapes and forms.  Sometimes it comes through collaborating with one another and working collectively, and sometimes it is an individual effort.  The expression of ideas is not exclusively conveyed through the written word.  Sometimes ideas can be more effectively expressed through art, music, or the spoken word.  This course values all of these forms of learning and expression.  

The first half of the course will explore, in a general manner, theoretical and historical readings on race, class, gender, and sexuality.  Some readings will be purely theory, others will be historical but will contain some theoretical point.  After exploring larger conceptual frameworks, we will then explore the historical roots of selected contemporary issues.  This will be done in the second half of the course which will be designed by members of the class.  In other words, we will decide as a class which issues we would like to explore. Class members will then also choose readings for one of these issues and present their interpretations and conclusions to the class based upon their individual readings.  Readings chosen as well as brief interpretations of them will be submitted in writing on day of topic discussion. 

READINGS

Readings will consist of book chapters, articles, essays, and primary sources as well as material from various websites.  Since we will be engaged in discussion a good portion of the course, it is essential that readings are completed on time so that we may have the most fruitful and dynamic discussions possible during the week.  All readings will be on Reserve at the USA Library.  Students may obtain the readings either at the Reserve desk to use or copy in the library, or they may be obtained and printed through the online Reserve accessed through the USA Library website.  

ASSIGNMENTS: PAPERS AND ESSAYS

PAPERS & ESSAYS

There will be a short critical review on a reading of your choice due on February 3 and a research paper (8-10 pages) due at the end of the semester.  Over the course of the semester, there will be shorter essays due which will make-up components of your research paper.  This not only allows for feedback on your research paper as you go along, but will keep you on track with your project.  All of us (professors included!!) can fall into the trap of procrastination and we end-up doing papers right before the deadline.  The following schedule will give you the time and space to think about and conceptualize your topic, and how you want to convey it.  It will give you some time to let your thoughts percolate!  Topics should be chosen based on something in which you are interested, not what you think the professor wants.  In other words, an objective of this assignment is that is it meaningful for you.  As an alternative to the traditional research paper, students may incorporate service learning, or alternative methods of expression (of the research) with permission of the professor by the dates specified below.  More detailed explanation of the written assignments will be distributed at the appropriate time. Papers and projects will be due at the time of class on the specified date.  Late assignments will be noted and taken into consideration during the evaluation of the assignment. The due dates for the writing assignments are as follows:

2/3  CRITICAL REVIEW
2/10 ESSAY #1 (2-3 pages)

     Essay on topic choice and its significance; what questions 

     will you ask/explore; sources related to the contemporary

     aspects of the issue  

3/3  ESSAY #2 (2-3 pages)

Essay which surveys the historical roots of the topic;

     what questions will you ask/explore; historical sources

     both primary and secondary from which you will draw 

     interpretations and conclusions

3/31 ESSAY #3 (2-3 pages)

Essay presenting the conclusions and interpretations you

     have drawn thus far based on your research; how do these 

     conclusions fit in with any of the theoretical frameworks

     and/or examples read earlier in the semester

4/21 Final Paper Due

PARTICIPATION

The key to successful classroom discussion will be engaged and thoughtful participation by members of our class.  So that we may have this type of discussion, readings must be completed by Monday of every week.  Each member of class may also be asked to lead part of discussion on certain days.  Participation is valued highly and is weighed as heavily as written work and projects when determining a student’s grade.

ATTENDANCE

Whether a student chooses to come to class is his or her choice and responsibility; however, students are expected to attend classes regularly.  Students are allowed one unexcused absence. As noted above, participation is a vital part of this course, attendance plays a significant role not only in the dynamics of this class and within learning groups, but in each individual student’s grade as well.  If you aren’t in class, you can’t participate!  For example, students who contribute regularly but who have irregular attendance cannot expect to receive as positive an evaluation as students who do participate and come to class.   Students are responsible for obtaining any notes or assignments from classes they may have missed.

GRADES

Grades are wonderful when we are doing well in class and we are getting A’s.  On the other hand, when things aren’t going as well, it’s a different story.  When students are focused on the end product of “THE GRADE,” students aren’t as focused on learning, developing critical thinking skills, and thinking about the historical and contemporary issues at hand.  This course attempts to foster such skills.  In order to achieve this goal, students will not receive any grades on papers, projects, and essays, but will receive extensive comments on all assignments.  The professor will maintain qualitative notes evaluating each piece of work a student submits. Each student’s performance, effort, and verbal contributions and participation will also be evaluated.  At the end of the course, all the qualitative assessments of each student will be evaluated from which a final grade will be determined.  This method evaluates each student more holistically as all assignments, projects, and participation are valued equally and as a whole.  At any time during the semester, a student may discuss his or her evaluation and progress with the professor assistants.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUT IMPORTANT

The professor is available to answer questions. Please feel 

free to direct any questions and concerns to the professor.

During class, please be courteous and keep noise levels to a minimum.  Unless there is an emergency, silence or turn-off all cell phones and pagers.  So as not to disturb others, please do not pack-up your belongings until the end of class—- this is disruptive.  Class will conclude on time, thus there is no need for a disruption.  On those days when class may run over, or if you must leave early, please be courteous when leaving the room.


In addition to scheduled office hours and office hours by appointment, the professor is usually available after class and around most afternoons.  Voice mail and e-mail are also available to students who wish to communicate in these ways.

** Any student who plagiarizes material will receive an

   automatic ‘F’ for the course. If you are in such a

   position where you have to resort to claiming someone

   else’s work as your own, see the professor before

   a small problem becomes a major one!            

** The professor reserves the right to change the class schedule

   over the course of the semester.

**Free speech, communication of ideas (whether popular or

  unpopular), discussion, and respectful intellectual engagement 

  is encouraged and expected.  This is called academic freedom.

** Comments, concerns, or suggestions about the course are 

   welcome.  If you are encountering difficulties or problems,

   please make an appointment, drop by the office, phone or

   e-mail so that this may be addressed quickly.

** Students who need special accommodations in order to meet any 

   of the requirements of the course should speak to the 

   instructor on the first day of class.

1/13  INTRODUCTION AND COURSE OVERVIEW: THE POLITICS OF HISTORY

1/20  NO CLASS, MLK           
1/27  THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO RACE & ETHNICITY

          Margaret Anderson & Patricia Collins, “Intro,” 1-10



Ronald Takaki, “Through A Different Mirror,” 1-17          

          Barbara J. Fields, “Slavery, Race, & Ideology in the

            United States,” 95-118

          C. Matthew Snipp, “The First Americans: American 



  Indians,” 368-375



Excerpt from Kirsten Fischer, Suspect Relations:

            Sex, Race, & Resistance in Colonial North Carolina 
June Jordan, “Break the Law!”  Excerpt from Some of

   Us Did Not Die,55-58   

          Nell Painter, “Social Equality” & “Rape” in the 

            Fin-de-Siecle South.”  Excerpt from Southern History


  Across the Color Line, 112-133

2/3   THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO RACE & ETHNICITY

       
Jennifer Brier, “The Immigrant Infection: Images of

            Race, Nation, and Contagion in the Public Debates

            On AIDS and Immigration,” 253-270

          Arturo Madrid, “Missing People and Others: Joining

            Together to Expand the Circle,” 23-28

          Selections from Cherrie Moraga & Gloria Anzaldua, eds.



  This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical



  Women of Color (1983)

          Paula Gunn Allen, “Angry Women Are Building: Issues

            And Struggles Facing American Indian Women Today,”

            44-48

June Jordan, “Hunting For Jews?” Excerpt from Some of

            Us Did Not Die, 23-31

**CRITICAL REVIEW DUE**

2/10  THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO CLASS & POWER



Michael Parenti, “Wealth and Want in the United

       States,” and “A Constitution for the Few,” excerpt             

            from Democracy for the Few (2002)6-27;42-54

          Lyle Kohler, “The Salem Village Cataclysm: Origins 

            And impact of a Witch-hunt,” 22-36           

          Thomas Dublin, “Building a Community of Labor: Women,

            Work, and Protest in Lowell,” 111-122



Tera W. Hunter, “Domination and Resistance: The



  Politics of Wage Household Labor in New South



  Atlanta,” 343-357

**ESSAY #1 DUE**

2/17  THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO CLASS & POWER



Annelise Orleck, “’We Are Not That Mythical Thing



  Called the Public:’ Militant Housewives During the



  Great Depression,” 376-392

  

Steven VanderStaay, “The Armstrongs: An Oral History



  Of a Homeless American Family,” 263-267



Excerpt from Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed 



Amber Hollibaugh,” Sexuality, Labor and the New Trade 



  Unionism,” excerpt from My Dangerous Desires:

            A Queer Girl Dreaming Her Way Home (2000), 219-238

2/24 THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO GENDER & SEXUALITY



Elsa Barkley Brown, “What Has Happened Here? The 



  Politics of Difference in Women’s History and 

            Feminist Politics,” 39-54



Maxine Baca Zinn, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, and



  Michael A. Messner, “Gender Through the Prism of



  Difference,” 168-176



Pepper Schwarz and Virginia Rutter, “The Gender of



  Sexuality,” 456-465

Thomas A. Foster, “Deficient Husbands: Manhood, Sexual 



  Incapacity, and Male Marital Sexuality in 



  Seventeenth-Century New England,” 723-744

          Estelle B. Freedman, “’The Burning of Letters 

            Continues,’: Elusive Identities and the Historical

            Construction of Sexuality,” 51-68
3/3  THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO GENDER & SEXUALITY



Adrienne Rich, “Compulsory Heterosexuality”



Amber Hollibaugh, “Sex Work Notes: Some Tensions of a 



  Former Whore and a Practicing Feminist,” excerpt 


       from My Dangerous Desires: A Queer Girl Dreaming Her           
            Way Home (2000), 181-186



June Jordan, “A Couple of Words on Behalf of 

  Sex (Itself)” Excerpt from Some of Us Did Not Die, 

  59-62                      

          Audre Lorde, “Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women 



  Redefining Difference,”177-184 


Joanne Meyerowitz, “Sexual Geography and Gender 

         
  Economy: The Furnished Room Districts of Chicago,


       1890-1930”

**ESSAY #2 DUE**

3/10 THEORETICAL AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO GENDER & SEXUALITY



Excerpt from bell hooks, Feminism Is For Everybody:



  Passionate Politics (2001)



John D’Emilio and Estelle B. Freedman, “Beyond 


       Reproduction,” and “Afterword” excerpts from

            Intimate Matters A History of Sexuality in America 

            (1988), 239-274, 360-378

          Ian Lekus, “Losing Our Kids: Queer Perspectives on the



  Chicago Seven Conspiracy Trial”

          Jason Schultz, “Getting Off on Feminism,” 488-496
          June Jordan, “I am Seeking an Attitude,” Excerpt

  from Some of Us Did Not Die, 95-101

3/17  HAVE A NICE SPRING BREAK!!

3/24  ISSUE:  Abortion and Reproductive Rights 

3/31 STUDENTS DESIGN REMAINDER OF COURSE               

**ESSAY #3 DUE**

4/7  TO BE DESIGNED

4/14 TO BE DESIGNED          Taxes Due Tomorrow:  46 cents of your dollar 

                                                                   is spent on the military

4/21 TO BE DESIGNED  & Optional presentation of student research

**PAPER DUE**

4/28 TO BE DESIGNED & HOW DO WE CREATE SOCIAL CHANGE?

     Optional presentation of student research

