History 136 (Section 7)
United States History Since 1877
 “History is an argument without end.” —Peter Geyl 

This survey introduces students to the history of the United States since 1877 (actually, since 1865). The goal of the course is for students to become historians in an attempt to more fully understand the American past. To that end, we will focus on the following questions throughout the semester:

● What is the central story (or what are the central stories) of American history?  Oppression or freedom? Equality or privilege? Democracy or imperialism?
● How do historians create those stories?

● Why is history important? Why study it? Why bother with this?
T/Th 12:30-1:45 pm


Humanities 360

	Prof. John Turner


jturner@jaguar1.usouthal.edu

(o) 460-7373

Supplemental Instructor:

Molly Cleage, 243-3249
mdc603@jaguar1.usouthal.edu 

Office hours: M/W 4:30 - 6:00

	Office hours (Humanities 376):

Tuesday 1:45 - 2:45
Wednesday 11:00 - 12:00

and by appointment
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Required Texts:

Paul Johnson, A History of the American People (Harper Perennial, 1997). 
Howard Zinn, A Zinn of the United States, 1492-Present (HarperPerennial, 2003). 
If you are planning to buy your books from the USA bookstore, do so immediately.  The bookstore sometimes runs out of books but can order additional copies.  If you delay purchasing your books, it will affect your performance in the class.  Failure to obtain the books in a timely manner will not be an acceptable excuse for inadequate preparation or late assignments.  Please let me know if you are having difficulty obtaining the books from the bookstore or if other problems arising in purchasing the books.
Also, we will view portions of several films in class.  If a student is absent from those class meetings, it will be his/her responsibility to arrange an alternative means of viewing the films.      
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Assignments and Grades:
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class sessions. For most students, whether or not they attend class is the single best indicator of their performance in the course. Everyone will receive three “free passes” – this should cover illnesses and family emergencies. Each subsequent absence will deduct 4 points from your course grade. To clarify, if you miss three classes because you're at the beach and then contract dengue fever, you will receive sympathy but not leniency. If a major problem arises, however, please be in touch with me as soon as possible. Repeated tardiness will also lead to a reduction in course grade. The exams will draw on lectures for material not readily available elsewhere. I will also "boost" your overall grade for perfect or near-perfect attendance.

Participation (15% of final grade): Active participation is not voluntary! We will discuss readings, films, etc. in the majority of our class sessions. Students are expected to make thoughtful contributions to these discussions and demonstrate that they have critically read / viewed the assigned material. Everyone will start with a participation grade of 0 points out of a possible 15. I will keep notes on the quality of students’ participation, and each instance of quality participation will raise your participation grade. If you are reserved by nature and worried about this aspect of the class, please come and talk with me early in the semester and we can discuss your strategy for participating in class. What is most important to me is that you make an attempt to intelligently contribute to our discussions.

Homework Assignments (25% of final grade): Roughly every other day you are required to submit an assignment based on our textbook readings. See the attached sheet for guidelines. You are required to turn in a hardcopy of your assignment on the assigned day in class. You may not email assignments to me.  I will not accept late assignments for any reason, including technical difficulties, illnesses, family emergencies, or acts of God, the devil, or the family dog.  
Final Paper (20% of final grade): See attached guidelines. Draft due November 13. Final version due December 2. 
Midterm Exam (15%): See attached guidelines. 
Final Exam (25%). Guidelines to be distributed after midterm.
This is how I will compute your final grade:

Participation grade 
(out of 15 points)
Homework grade 
(out of 25 points)
Midterm exam 
(percentage X . 15)
Final Exam grade
(percentage X .25)
Final Paper

(percentage X .20)

The standard grading scale will be used (A=90+; B=80-89.99; C=70-79.99; D=60-69.99; F=below 60).
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Late/Make-up Policy: You are responsible for keeping track of important dates for this course and for managing your schedule to prepare for assignments and exams on time.  

· Homework: No student will be allowed to turn in a late homework assignment.  See above.  
· Midterms and final: I will only give makeup exams for reasons authorized by official sources in writing, such as illness, court appearance, family emergency, participation on USA athletic teams, military service, etc. You will not be allowed to take exams early or late for any other reasons, so make any travel plans accordingly. Do not take this class if you cannot be here for the exams.    
· Paper: The paper is due in class on the due date. Late papers will be marked down 10 points if they arrive later that same day and marked down an additional 10 points for each subsequent day late. The only exceptions will be documented medical and family emergencies. If you must be away from class on the day the paper is due – including trips on which you will represent USA – plan accordingly to submit the essay in advance of your trip. Should dire circumstances arise which you believe require special consideration, contact me in advance.

Disabilities: If you have a specific disability that qualifies for academic accommodations, please notify me and provide certification from Disability Services in the Office of Special Student Services (Student Center, Room 270, phone 460-7212).  
Classroom Conduct:  Please be considerate of your instructor and fellow students while in the classroom. Go somewhere else if you want to talk, check email, send messages, sleep, eat, or read the paper. Be prompt, and if you must arrive late, try to do so as unobtrusively as possible.  Please note: uncivil, disruptive behavior (including chronic tardiness) will result in a reduction of your grade.  No laptops without advance permission.
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action according to university policy. The University of South Alabama is committed to the fundamental value of academic honesty. The student handbook, The Lowdown, defines plagiarism as one form of academic misconduct which is "subject to investigation and disciplinary action through appropriate university procedures."  Plagiarism is using somebody else’s ideas in your writing without correctly identifying the sources.   As one resource for helping you avoid plagiarism, your written work in this class may be submitted to Turnitin.com, or a similar detection method, for an evaluation of the originality of your ideas and proper use and attribution of sources.  Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in a restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism in such documents.  As part of this process, you may be required to submit electronic as well as hard copies of your writing.  By taking this course, you agree that all assignments may be subject to some form of originality review.  A paper not submitted according to procedures and format set by the teacher may be penalized or may not be accepted at all.

Modifications: Any item on this syllabus may be modified by the instructor by verbal announcement and/or by handouts. Students will receive adequate notice of any changes.  
Suggestions for How to Succeed in HY 136 (students who do these things typically get high grades!)
1. Attend class (this is the single biggest indicator of student grades)!

2. Keep up with the reading!  Make a habit of setting aside time every week to do the reading and write the homework assignment. To do a good job on this will probably take 3-4 hours.  

3. Look for opportunities to participate in class. If you do this, you’ll find yourself engaged rather than bored!  

4. Pay attention to the terms and questions on the syllabus as we move through the semester. Make sure that you have an answer to each question and understand the significance of each of the terms. Then you’ll find yourself prepared in advance for the exams.  

5. Take a draft of your essay to the writing center (207 Alpha Hall East). 460-6480. If you struggle with writing skills, this is a great opportunity to improve them. Your ability to write well will have a strong impact not only your grades at USA but on your job prospects and $$$ afterwards.  

6. Turn in everything on time. 
7. Take notes during lectures.  You don’t need to write down everything, but write down key terms, information, and ideas.  This will help you be prepared for exams and keep you engaged during lectures.  
Schedule of Topics and Assignments
August 19 -- Introduction 

August 21 -- Introduction to Textbooks

Read: 

Zinn, Afterword 



Johnson, "Writing 'A History of the American People'"


Johnson, preface 
I. Reconstruction
Reconstruction
Sharecropping
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

Birth of a Nation (1915)
What provisions did the federal government make for the citizenship and welfare of the former slaves?  What should have been done?  
August 26 – Homework Assignment Due (concentrate on Reconstruction and its aftermath)
Read:

Zinn, 195-210 (from “Former slaves…”)


Johnson, 496-507 (from "The end of the Civil War..."), 660-666 (from "The same principle applied to blacks..." to "...soothed the pain of their existence"). 
II. Westward Migration and Native Americans
Wounded Knee

Allotment Act / Dawes Severalty Act

"Buffalo Bill" Cody
What was federal policy towards the Indians in the late 1800s?

September 4 – Homework Assignment Due (concentrate on the treatment of American Indians by the U.S. government and their place in American society)
Read:

Zinn, 524-536 (through “visions to be seen”)



Johnson, 511-537 (through "railroad millionaires")
III. Industry and Workers in the late 1800s

Homestead Strike
Free Silver

J. P. Morgan
Was the growth of big business good or bad for “ordinary” Americans?  

September 11 – Homework Assignment Due (concentrate on issues of labor, wealth, and poverty in the late 1800s)
Read:
Zinn, chapter 11


Johnson, 537-569 (through "American spirit") 
IV. The Spanish-American War and Its Aftermath
U.S.S. Maine

American-Filipino War

Theodore Roosevelt (role in American foreign policy)
Why did the United States become more interested in acquiring international power and overseas territories in the late 1800s?
September 23 – Homework Assignment Due (Spanish-American and its aftermath)
Read:
Zinn, chapter 12



Johnson, 609-622 (from "There was a point..." to "A deal was struck.")
V. World War I
Progressivism 
Lusitania
Espionage Act

Zimmerman Telegram

Prohibition
Why did it take the United States so long to intervene in the First World War? Should the United States have intervened?
How did the government handle dissent during WWI?  

September 30 --  Homework Assignment Due (WWI)
Read:
Zinn, chapter 14


Johnson, 634-655 (from "Wilson's arrival..." to "...return to normalcy."). Also read Johnson, 674-682 for additional information on Prohibition. 
Midterm Exam October 2 during class (see attached guidelines)
VI. The Great Depression and the New Deal
Henry Ford

Grapes of Wrath (1940)
What were the most significant New Deal programs?

What was the New Deal: a series of reforms that propped up a sick system of  capitalism, a dangerous lurch towards socialism, or a necessary step to preserve American prosperity and freedom?

October 9 -- Homework Assignment Due (Great Depression and New Deal)
Read:
Zinn, chapter 15


Johnson, 727-768
VII. World War II
Lend Lease Act
Charles Lindbergh 

“relocation camps”
How did Franklin Roosevelt lead the United States into World War II? Describe steps such as the 1935 Neutrality Act, Cash & Carry, and Lend Lease. 
In light of “relocation camps,” racial segregation in the South, and the use of the atomic bombs, is it appropriate to view the United States as the bastion of democracy and liberty in WWII?

October 16 -- Homework Assignment Due (World War II)
Read:
Zinn, pp. 407-424 (end with “teach him a lesson?”)

Johnson, 768-804 (from "Arguments over..." to "agree with him")
VIII. The Early Cold War 

Alger Hiss

Joseph McCarthy

Cuban Missile Crisis
Marshall Plan
What was McCarthyism: a rational response to Soviet espionage and American communist sympathizers, or a witch hunt that destroyed the lives of innocent Americans?
October 23 – Homework Assignment Due (Cold War & McCarthyism)
Read:
Zinn, pp. 424- (from “The victors…) - 442


Johnson, 804-837 (from "Using the A-bomb..." to "unanimously approved") and 859-867 (from "Kennedy's biggest test" to "indeed the United States")
IX. The Civil Rights Movement
Brown v. Board of Education
Emmett Till

Civil Rights Act of 1964
Watts Riot
What were the chief goals of the civil rights movement?  To what extent did the civil rights movement achieve its goals?
Nov. 4 -- Homework Assignment Due 
Read:
Zinn, chapter 17


Johnson, 874 (middle paragraph), 891-893, 951-963 (to "obey a court order")
X. Vietnam
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
Ngo Diem Dinh

Tet Offensive

My Lai

Should the United States have intervened to preserve South Vietnam as a non-Communist nation?

Could the United States have won the Vietnam War with different tactics, greater support from the American population, etc.? Or was it an unwinnable war?
Nov. 11 -- Homework Assignment Due (concentrate on Vietnam war)
Read:
Zinn, chapter 18


Johnson, 877-890 
Draft of Final Paper due in class on November 13
XI. The Rise of Political Conservatism
Barry Goldwater
Roe v. Wade
“Reaganomics”
Star Wars

What factors paved the way for the success of more conservative politicians beginning in 1968?
Nov. 18 --  Homework Assignment Due (concentrate on Ronald Reagan)
Read:
Zinn, chapter 21


Johnson, 910-934 (from "The Democrats" to "his administration"), also see 936-37 on Iran-Contra
XII. The 90s and Bill Clinton
Whitewater

Oklahoma City Bombing

David Koresh
Should Congress have impeached President Bill Clinton? In your answer, describe the impeachment process. 
Nov. 25 – Homework Assignment Due 
Read:
Zinn, chapter 24


Johnson, 934-940 ("chinks in his armor"), 947-948, 965(middle)-976
Keep in mind Johnson published his book before Clinton's impeachment
Final Papers due in class December 2
Final Exam Tuesday, December 9 in our usual classroom
HY 136 Homework Assignment Guide


In this class, you will submit a typed homework assignment roughly once each week.  The purpose of this assignment is twofold: 1) to help you comprehend the main points of each week’s reading; 2) to contrast the two interpretations of American history presented in Zinn and Johnson (and along the way, to help you arrive at your own interpretation. Each homework assignment will receive a grade from 0 - 2.5. Homework assignments will be worth 25% of your course grade – it will be possible to earn extra credit if you complete all assignments and earn some check plusses.  


In each homework assignment, include the following information:

I. Write one sentence summarizing the main point of each reading (in other words, two sentences, one for each of the readings).  

II. In a table (see me if you don’t know how to create a table using Microsoft Word or whatever software you’re using), outline how the two readings treat individual topics differently: (you might also comment on the fact that the two readings sometimes cover different topics).
Example for week one:

	Topic
	Zinn
	Johnson

	Reconstruction governments in the South
	Explain Zinn's view of this topic
	Explain Johnson's view of this topic

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


These first two tasks will be easier some weeks than others.  It will be difficult for the first two assignments, but it will get easier!
III. Answer one of the questions in the above schedule of classes (write a thorough, thoughtful paragraph). 

IV. What questions do you have about this period of American History after this week’s reading? List at least two. Think of this as enforced curiosity. 
HY 136 Midterm Study Guide

There will be three sections of the exam.  The number of possible points on the exam will total 100.  

I. Identify and explain the significance of the following terms (chosen from the schedule of classes):

[On the exam, I will list seven terms, and you will choose four of those seven.  They will be worth 10 points each].  

Example: Homestead Strike
The Homestead Strike occurred at one of Andrew Carnegie’s steel mills in Pennsylvania.  When a contract between Carnegie and the union expired in 1892, Carnegie insisted that his workers sign new contracts as individuals (i.e., without a union), accept a reduction in wages, and work longer hours.  The workers struck, and the strike turned violent when Carnegie’s assistant brought replacement workers into the mill.  The strike eventually failed.  

The Homestead Strike was significant because it demonstrated the difficult conditions facing workers in the late 1800s and the relative powerlessness of unions.  While making huge profits, Carnegie forced his workers to work 12-hour days in dangerous conditions.     
II. Answer one of the following questions (chosen from the schedule of classes): 

[I will list two questions, and you will choose one, worth 25 points]. 
Example: Why did the United States become more interested in acquiring international power and overseas territories in the late 1800s?
III. Pick one of the following topics, contrast Zinn and Johnson's interpretations of your chosen topic, and explain which interpretation you find most persuasive: [worth 35 points] 

Reconstruction; Westward Settlement and Native Americans; Industry and Workers in the Late 1800s; The Spanish-American War and Its Aftermath; World War One
Note: For sections two and three, provide intelligent, thoughtful answers supported by facts and analysis. Think of these exercises as mini-essays. There is no set length requirement; however, provide enough information to demonstrate your familiarity with the topics you discuss.  
HY 136 Final Paper Assignment

(adapted from from Lendol Calder, "Uncoverage: Toward a Signature Pedagogy for the History Survey," American Historical Review 92.4 (2006):1358-1370).

Write a memo addressing the following scenario:
Senator Robert C. Byrd is upset.  The distinguished senator from West Virginia is very upset. He is ranting in the hallways and offices of the Capitol. He is very, very upset. He has just read the Nation’s Report Card on U.S. History* and the results are not good; the results are upsetting. Fifty-seven percent of the nation’s high school seniors scored below the “basic” achievement level that denotes only partial mastery of significant historical knowledge and analytical skills. In no other subject do more than half of high school seniors register below basic. It is upsetting that 50 percent of high school seniors can’t place the Civil War in the correct century. It is upsetting that 59 percent can name the Three Stooges, but only 41 percent can name the three branches of government. This is all very upsetting. 
Senator Byrd has convinced Congress to spend $100 million in 2008-09 on programs to improve how history is taught in the public schools. But this is not enough. Byrd wants to do something for adults, too. He wants to get adult citizens thinking and talking about the nation’s history. His plan is to have Congress declare December 2008 “American History Month.” In advance of this month, Congress will send, at government expense, a suitable history book to every citizen of voting age (you can think about whether or not this is a suitable use of government money and power!). Then, during the month of December, American citizens will be invited to participate in local book reading groups led by volunteer teachers, judges, college presidents, and corporate CEOs not in jail. Some people, of course, will not want to participate. To encourage a wide participation, Senator Byrd will propose that Congress provide free beer and mixed drinks to all book club participants. Nonparticipants, however, will be sentenced to 30 days of community service or ten hours of The Simple Life reruns.

You are a staffer for Senator Byrd. Byrd has directed his staff to submit proposals for books that could provide the basis for a national conversation on American history. Preliminary discussions have narrowed the choices down to either Howard Zinn’s A Zinn of the United States or Paul Johnson's A History of the American People. Byrd wants a draft of your recommendation from you on his desk by November 13 at 12:30 pm. Your memo should summarize the different arguments/interpretations told by each historian, comparing and contrasting them, and make a case for why you think one book would be a better choice than the other.
The final version of your memo will be due on December 2 in class.  
*See the results of the U.S. Department of Education’s “The Nation’s Report Card on U.S. History” for yourself at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ushistory/
Expectations and Recommendations

1. You must submit a “polished draft” of your essay by November 13. This means an essay that has been carefully written, proofread, etc. Submission of the draft constitutes 20% of the essay grade I will respond with comments (and a provisional grade) ASAP. You may not submit a late draft. 
2. Please type your essay, aiming for 5 double-spaced pages. Use Times New Roman 12-point font with top & bottom margins of one inch and right and left margins of 1.25 inches.  
3. At or near the beginning of your essay, include a thesis statement that clearly answers the question and structures your essay.  In other words, in one or two sentences explain the basic difference between the two books and why one book would be preferable.  We will talk about how to write an effective thesis statement in class.  

4. Make an argument.  The question asks you to take a stand, so make a choice and do your best to back it up. 
5. As stated above, explain the basic argument(s) of each book.  It might be a good idea to take two or more paragraphs toward the beginning of the essay to do this.
6. Essays will be graded for both content and writing (grammar, spelling, style).  Quality of writing and content are necessarily closely related, as difficulties with grammar, etc. detract from your argument.  Likewise, clear sentences and good choices of words strengthen your argument.

7. Citations.  Use parenthetical citations for Zinn and Johnson.  

Example: Howard Zinn argues that Bill Clinton “surrendered again and again to caution and conservatism.” (Zinn, 643) 
You are not required to use any sources beyond those assigned for the course (nor will you receive extra credit for doing so). However, if you cite any outside sources (including websites), document them in footnotes with full citations according to MLA or Chicago style guidelines. (See me or the library reference desk for help on how to do this).     

8. Originality. Your essay must be your own original work, composed without assistance from others (in the class or not) or undocumented sources. You are welcome to discuss the assignment with others in the class; however, when it comes to writing the essay, it is not a group assignment.  Please see the university plagiarism policy for more details. 

	Assignment of Grades for Papers


First, you will earn up to 20 points (out of 100) for submitting a "polished draft" of the essay. 

Then, you will receive a grade from 0 to 20 in the following four areas:

Thesis Statement and Argument -- Does the essay have a clear argument and thesis statement?  

Evidence -- Is the argument / thesis supported by evidence from the assigned readings and lectures? 

Writing -- Is the essay free of spelling and grammar mistakes?  Is it clearly and eloquently written?  

Organization -- Does the essay progress clearly and logically?  Does the organization of paragraphs and sentences effectively advance the essay's argument / thesis?

I will then add these five grades to compute the overall grade for the essay.  I also reserve the prerogative to award bonus points for intellectual creativity and engagement (i.e., does the essay make a particularly compelling or thoughtful argument, etc.?)  
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