History 136.3/4
United States History to 1877
 “History is an argument without end.” —Peter Geyl 

This survey introduces students to the history of the United States through 1877. The goal of the course is for students to become historians (not necessarily vocationally, but at least in the classroom) in an attempt to more fully understand the American past. To that end, we will focus on the following questions throughout the semester:

● What is the central story (or what are the central stories) of American history?  Is it oppression or freedom?  Equality or privilege? 
● How do historians create those stories?

● Why is history important?  Why study it?  
Section 135-107
MWF  12:20-1:10

Humanities 360
Section 135-108
MWF  1:25-2:15

Humanities 360
	Prof. John Turner


jturner@jaguar1.usouthal.edu

(o) 460-7373

Supplemental Instructor:

Molly Cleage, 243-3249
mdc603@jaguar1.usouthal.edu 

Office hours: T/Th 2:30-4:00 p.m.

	Office hours (Humanities 376): 

Tuesday 10:30-11:30

Wednesday 2:15-3:15

or by appointment
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WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT TO LEARN IN THIS CLASS:
(adapted from Lendol Calder, "Uncoverage: Toward a Signature Pedagogy for the History Survey," Journal of American History 92.4 (2006):1358-1370).
Knowledge: This course aims to broaden and deepen your knowledge of some of the most important events, people, developments, and issues in U.S. history through the Civil War. We can't focus on everything in the space of fifteen weeks, so we'll concentrate on topics concerning religion, slavery, and the formation of the American Republic. By the end of the course, you should be able to explain concepts such as Puritanism, republicanism, abolition, etc.
Discernment: This course will help you sharpen fundamental skills of critical and historical thinking, such as 
1) reading for the main point

2) asking good questions

3) assessing the reliability of sources

4) constructing sound arguments

Equipped with such skills, you will learn to exercise discernment when confronting historical claims people make about the past. In addition to learning how to “think like a historian,” you’ll also learn why it makes sense to want to do so.

A Point of View on American History: As we debate different perspectives about issues in American history, you will develop your own perspective on the nation’s past and learn to recognize, critique, and understand other perspectives.

Rhetorical Skills: This course will help you improve your ability to speak and write persuasively. 
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Required Texts:

Larry Schweikart and Michael Allen, A Patriot’s History of the United States: From Columbus’s Great Discovery to the War on Terror (New York: Sentinel, 2007).  This is a revised paperback edition; don't buy the 2004 hardcover used or new.
Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States, 1492-Present (New York: HarperPerennial, 2003). Make sure you buy the 2003 edition or it will cause you endless headaches and confusion!!
If you're planning to buy your books from the USA bookstore, do so quickly (better yet, today).  The bookstore sometimes runs out of books but can order additional copies.  If you delay purchasing your books, it will affect your performance in the class.  Failure to obtain the books in a timely manner will not be an acceptable excuse for inadequate preparation or late assignments.  Please let me know if you are having difficulty obtaining the books from the bookstore or if other problems arising in purchasing the books.
There will also be a series of short primary sources on Electronic Reserve [ER], found on the USA Library website. It is your responsibility to retrieve and print these documents and be ready to discuss them in class on the assigned day. IF YOU HAVE ANY TROUBLE ACCESSING THEM, EMAIL ME IMMEDIATELY.
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Assignments and Grades:
Participation (15% of final grade): Active participation is not voluntary!  We will discuss readings in many of our class sessions. Students are expected to make thoughtful contributions to these discussions and demonstrate that they have critically read the assigned material. Be ready -- you may be called on! Everyone will start with a participation grade of 0 points out of a possible 15. I will keep notes on the quality of students’ participation, and each instance of quality participation will raise your participation grade.  If you are reserved by nature and worried about this aspect of the class, please come and talk with me early in the semester and we can discuss your strategy for participating in class.  What is most important to me is that you make an attempt to intelligently contribute to our discussions.

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class sessions.  Everyone will receive four “free passes” – this should cover illnesses and family emergencies.  Each subsequent absence will deduct 1 point from your participation grade.  If a major problem arises, please be in touch with me as soon as possible.  The exams will draw on lectures for material not readily available elsewhere.  For most students, whether or not they attend class is the single best indicator of their performance in the course.  
Homework Assignments (25% of final grade): Most weeks you are required to submit a homework assignment derived from that week’s reading.  See the attached sheet for guidelines.  You are required to turn in a hardcopy of your homework on the assigned day in class.  You may not email assignments to me.  I will accept no late homework assignments for any reasons, including technical difficulties, illnesses, family emergencies, or acts of God, the devil, or the family dog.  
Final Paper (20% of final grade): See attached guidelines. 
Midterm Exam (15%): See attached guidelines. 
Final Exam (25%): The final exam will emphasize material from the second half of the course; however, an essay question will require you to synthesize material from the entire course.  
This is how I will compute your final grade:

Participation grade 
(out of 15 points)
Homework grade 
(out of 25 points)
Midterm exam 
(percentage X . 15)
Final Exam grade
(percentage X .25)
Final Paper

(percentage X .20)

The standard grading scale will be used (A=90+; B=80-89.99; C=70-79.99; D=60-69.99; F=below 60).
Late/Make-up Policy: You are responsible for keeping track of important dates for this course and for managing your schedule to prepare for assignments and exams on time.  

· Homework: No student will be allowed to turn in a late homework assignment.  See above.  
· Midterms and final:  Do not take this class if you cannot be here to take the midterm and final exams.  
· Paper: The paper is due in class on the due date. Late papers will be marked down 10 points if they arrive later that same day and marked down an additional 10 points for each subsequent day late. The only exceptions will be documented medical and family emergencies. If you must be away from class on the day the paper is due – including trips on which you will represent USA – plan accordingly to submit the essay in advance of your trip. Should dire circumstances arise which you believe require special consideration, contact me in advance.

Disabilities: If you have a specific disability that qualifies for academic accommodations, please notify me and provide certification from Disability Services in the Office of Special Student Services (Student Center, Room 270, phone 460-7212).  
Classroom Conduct:  Please be considerate of your instructor and fellow students while in the classroom.  Go somewhere else if you want to talk, check email, send messages, sleep, eat, or read the paper.  No one is forcing you to come!  Be prompt, and if you must arrive late, try to do so as unobtrusively as possible.  Please note: uncivil, disruptive behavior (including chronic tardiness) will result in a reduction of your grade.  No cell phones, beepers, etc.  No laptops without advance permission.
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action according to university policy. The University of South Alabama is committed to the fundamental value of academic honesty. The student handbook, The Lowdown, defines plagiarism as one form of academic misconduct which is "subject to investigation and disciplinary action through appropriate university procedures."  Plagiarism is using somebody else’s ideas in your writing without correctly identifying the sources.   As one resource for helping you avoid plagiarism, your written work in this class may be submitted to Turnitin.com, or a similar detection method, for an evaluation of the originality of your ideas and proper use and attribution of sources.  Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in a restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism in such documents.  As part of this process, you may be required to submit electronic as well as hard copies of your writing.  By taking this course, you agree that all assignments may be subject to some form of originality review.  A paper not submitted according to procedures and format set by the teacher may be penalized or may not be accepted at all.

Modifications: Any item on this syllabus may be modified by the instructor by verbal announcement and/or by handouts. Students will receive adequate notice of any changes.  
Suggestions for How to Succeed in HY 135 (students who do these things typically get high grades!)
1. Attend class (this is the single biggest indicator of student grades)!

2. Keep up with the reading!  Make a habit of setting aside a time each week to do the reading and write the homework assignment.  To do a good job on this will probably take 3-4 hours / week.  

3. Look for opportunities to participate in class.  If you do this, you’ll find yourself engaged rather than bored!  

4. Pay attention to the terms and questions on the syllabus as we move through the semester.  Make sure that you have an answer to each question and understand the significance of each of the terms.  Then you’ll find yourself prepared in advance for the exams.  

5. Take a draft of your essay to the writing center (207 Alpha Hall East).  460-6480.  If you struggle with writing skills, this is a great opportunity to improve them.  Your ability to write well will have a strong impact not only your grades at USA but on your job prospects and $$$ afterwards.  

6. Turn in everything on time.  A corollary: if you know in advance that you are going to be unable to complete an assignment on time, get in touch with your instructor ASAP.  Likewise, if serious problems arise, be in touch.  Don’t wait until a few weeks after a crisis.  
7. Take notes during lectures.  You don’t need to write down everything, but write down key terms, information, and ideas.  This will help you be prepared for exams and keep you engaged during lectures.  
8. Meet with our supplemental instructor and come to review sessions.  If you’re unsure of anything we cover in class or about any assignment, get help.    

9. Attend the History Department’s Study Skills Seminar.  See schedule (to be handed out).  The seminar covers topics such as taking notes on lectures, preparing for exams, writing essays, etc.  

Daily Schedule of Class Meetings and Readings
Week 1
I. Introduction
January 12 -- Introduction

January 14 -- Primary and Secondary Sources
January 16 -- The Meaning of American History: Two Views

Read (for class on the 23rd):



People’s History, Afterword 



Patriot’s History, Introduction [both of these readings are on electronic reserve at the library -- if you haven't gotten the books by today's class, see me or someone at the library on how to access these files]

II. Contact, Puritanism
Hernando Cortés
John Winthrop

Pequot War

Is it accurate to refer to European colonization of the New World as "genocide?"

* Explain John Winthrop's vision of "A Modell of Christian Charity."
January 21 -- Puritanism (discussion)

Read:
John Winthrop, " Christian Charity, a Modell Hereof" in David D. Hall, ed., Puritans in the New World: A Critical Anthology (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004), 165-70. [ER -- "Model of Christian Charity"]
January 23 -- Puritanism (lecture)

January 26 -- Homework Assignment Due
Read:
People's History, Chapter 1


Patriot's History, pp. 1-18 (end with "evangelized and 'Europeanized'), 27-34

For homework assignment summaries, concentrate on how each book views the encounter between Indians and European colonists. 

III. The Origins of Slavery in the Colonies
Olaudah Equiano
Stono Rebellion

Why did African slavery develop in the British colonies that became the United States?
January 28 -- Stono Rebellion

January 30 -- Homework Assignment Due
Read:
People's, chapter 2


Patriot's, pp. 18-26, 44-47
For homework assignment summaries, concentrate on how each book views the early years of slavery in the British colonies.

February 2 -- African Americans and the Shroud of History
IV. Colonial American Life
Jonathan Edwards

George Whitefield

Bacon's Rebellion

Navigation Acts (see also next week's reading)
Seven Year's War
How did the "awakenings" of the 1730s-40s transform American religion and society?

What was the place of the colonies in the British empire?

* Contrast the thought of Jonathan Edwards and Benjamin Franklin in our reading selections. 
February 4 -- Homework Assignment Due 
Read:
People's, chapter 3


Patriot's, review p. 21 ("Bacon's Rebellion"), 34-37, chapter 2
For homework assignment summaries, concentrate on how each book views the nature of political and economic equality in the colonies.

Feb. 6 -- The Great Awakening (lecture)

Feb. 9 -- The Great Awakening (discussion)

Read:
Jonathan Edwards, "A Divine and Supernatural Light" and "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God," both in Clarence H. Faust and Thomas H. Johnson, eds., Jonathan Edwards (New York: Hill and Wang, 1962), 102-11, 155-72. [Both in one ER file under "Jonathan Edwards"]


Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, ed. J.A. Leo LeMay and P.M. Zall (New York: Norton & Company, 1986, 63-76. [ER -- "Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography"]
Feb. 11 -- The British Empire

V. Prelude to Revolution
Stamp Act

Regulators
Thomas Paine

Sons of Liberty 
Were American  patriots justified in revolting against British rule?

How did the American Revolution impact Native Americans and African Americans, respectively? 
* Describe Thomas Jefferson's views on persons of African descent? 
Feb. 13 -- Independence

Read:
"Declaration of Independence" [ER]


Thomas Jefferson, "Notes on the State of Virginia," ed. William Peden (New York: Norton, 1972), 136-43. [ER]

Jefferson, letter to Edward Coles, 25 August 1814, in Merrill D. Peterson, ed., The Portable Thomas Jefferson (New York: Penguin, 1975), 544-47. [ER]
Feb. 16 -- Homework Assignment Due
Read: 
People's, chapter 4 and pp. 77-80 (end "at Yorktown, Virginia, in 1781")


Patriot's, chapter 3
Homework assignments: concentrate on how each book views the American Revolution.
Feb. 18 -- Tories, Slaves, and Indians (lecture)

VI. The Foundation of the American Republic
Whigs
Anti-Federalists
Northwest Ordinance

Shay's Rebellion
* How did James Madison feel a republic could overcome factionalism?

What were some of the chief differences between the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution?

* What were some of the chief anti-federalist objections to the Constitution?
Feb. 20 -- A Dysfunctional Country?
Feb. 23 -- Homework Assignment Due
Read:
People's, chapter 5 (80-102)


Patriot's, chapter 4

Homework assignments: concentrate on how each book views the Constitution.

Feb. 25 -- The Constitution (Part I)

Read:
The U.S. Constitution [ER]

Feb. 27 -- The Constitution (Part II)
Read:
"Brutus I," 18 Oct. 1787, in Bernard Bailyn, ed., The Debate on the Constitution, v. 1 (New York: Library of America, 1993), 164-75. [ER]

James Madison (Publius), "Federalist X" in The Debate on the Constitution, 404-11. [ER]

March 2 -- Religion and the American Founding
March 4 -- Catch-up and Review

March 6 -- Midterm Exam
Schedule of Classes and Readings for Second Half of Semester Distributed at Midterm
Final Exam Schedule
12:20 p.m. section:   
1-3 p.m., Monday, May 4
1:25 p.m. section: 
1-3 p.m., Wednesday, May 6
HY 135
Homework Assignment Guide


In this class, you will submit a typed homework assignment roughly once each week.  The purpose of this assignment is twofold: 1) to help you comprehend the main points of each week’s reading; 2) to contrast the two interpretations of American history presented in People’s and Patriot’s (and along the way, to help you arrive at your own interpretation. Each homework assignment will receive up to 2.5 points towards your homework grade. Homework assignments will be worth 25% of your course grade – it will be possible to earn extra credit if you complete all assignments well.  

In each homework assignment, include the following four parts:

I. Write one sentence summarizing the main point of each reading (in other words, two sentences, one for each of the books).  

Example for Patriot’s History, chapter 10: Reconstruction failed because white southerners refused to treat former slaves fairly, because of corrupt state governments that rested on shaky political coalitions, and because of a lack of presidential leadership (particularly from Andrew Johnson). 

II. In a table (see me if you don’t know how to create a table using Microsoft Word or whatever software you’re using), outline how the two readings treat individual topics differently. Example for post-Civil war Reconstruction:
	Topic
	People’s 
	Patriot’s

	Reconstruction governments in the South
	There was some corruption, but no more than in the North. Doesn’t seem troubled by rise in spending. 
	Very negative portrayal: corruption, excessive spending.

	Andrew Johnson
	
	

	Land for ex-slaves?
	
	

	
	
	


III. Answer one of the questions in the above schedule of classes (write a thorough, thoughtful paragraph). 

Example: Is it accurate to refer to European colonization of the New World as "genocide?"
IV. What questions do you have about this period of American History after this week’s reading?  List at least two.  
History 135
Midterm Study Guide

There will be two sections of the exam.  The number of possible points on the exam will total 100.  

I. Identify and explain the significance of the following terms (chosen from the schedule of classes):

[On the exam, I will list seven terms, and you will choose four of those seven.  They will be worth 10 points each].  

Example: John Winthrop
John Winthrop was the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and served as governor for much of the colony's first two decades. He was not an ordained minister, but he was a staunch Puritan who believed in establishing a godly refuge for his people in New England. Among other aspects of his governorship, Winthrop presided over the heresy trial of Anne Hutchinson. Winthrop is most famous for his "Modell of Christian Charity" sermon delivered en route to America in which he described his future colony as a "city on a hill." Winthrop argued that God would bless the colony if the colonists upheld their covenant to follow God's laws of mercy and justice but would curse them if they broke the covenant. The "city on a hill" image became an influential symbol of the United States as a beacon of freedom to the rest of the world. 
II. Answer one of the following questions (chosen from the schedule of classes with *): 

[I will list two questions, and you will choose one, worth 30 points]. 
Example: Describe Thomas Jefferson's views on persons of African descent?

III. Answer one of the following questions (chosen from the schedule of classes 
without *): [I will list two questions, and you will choose one, worth 30 points]. 

Example: What were some of the chief differences between the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution?

Note: For these questions, provide an intelligent, reasoned answer supported by facts and analysis.  Think of these exercises as mini-essays. There is no set length requirement; however, provide enough information to demonstrate your familiarity with the topics you discuss.  
History 135
Final Paper Assignment

(adapted from from Lendol Calder, "Uncoverage: Toward a Signature Pedagogy for the History Survey," American Historical Review 92.4 (2006):1358-1370).

Write a memo addressing the following scenario:
Senator Robert C. Byrd is upset.  The distinguished senator from West Virginia is very upset. He is ranting in the hallways and offices of the Capitol. He is very, very upset. He has just read the Nation’s Report Card on U.S. History* and the results are not good; the results are upsetting. Fifty-seven percent of the nation’s high school seniors scored below the “basic” achievement level that denotes only partial mastery of significant historical knowledge and analytical skills. In no other subject do more than half of high school seniors register below basic. It is upsetting that 50 percent of high school seniors can’t place the Civil War in the correct century. It is upsetting that 59 percent can name the Three Stooges, but only 41 percent can name the three branches of government. This is all very upsetting. 
Senator Byrd has convinced Congress to spend $100 million in 2009 on programs to improve how history is taught in the public schools. But this is not enough. Byrd wants to do something for adults, too. He wants to get adult citizens thinking and talking about the nation’s history. His plan is to have Congress declare May 2009 “American History Month.” In advance of this month, Congress will send, at government expense, a suitable history book to every citizen of voting age (you can think about whether or not this is a suitable use of government money and power!). Then, during the month of July, American citizens will be invited to participate in local book reading groups led by volunteer teachers, judges, college presidents, and corporate CEOs not in jail. Some people, of course, will not want to participate. To encourage a wide participation, Senator Byrd will propose that Congress provide free beer and mixed drinks to all book club participants. Nonparticipants, however, will be sentenced to 30 days of community service or ten hours of The Simple Life reruns.

You are a staffer for Senator Byrd. Byrd has directed his staff to submit proposals for books that could provide the basis for a national conversation on American history. Preliminary discussions have narrowed the choices down to either Howard Zinn’s A People's History of the United States or Larry Schweikart and Michael Allen’s A Patriot’s History of the United States. Byrd wants a draft of your recommendation from you on his desk by April 13. Your memo should summarize the key themes discussed by each historian, comparing and contrasting them, and make a case for why you think one book would be a better choice than the other.
The final version of your memo will be due on May 1. Submit the draft with my comments and tentative grade with your final version. 
*See the results of the U.S. Department of Education’s “The Nation’s Report Card on U.S. History” for yourself at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ushistory/
Expectations and Recommendations

1. You must submit a “polished draft” of your essay by April 13. This means an essay that has been carefully written, proofread, etc. Submission of the draft constitutes 20% of the essay grade I will respond with comments (and a provisional grade) ASAP. You may not submit a late draft. You must submit your graded draft along with the final version of your essay on May 1. 
2. Please type your essay, aiming for 5 double-spaced pages. Use Times New Roman 12-point font with top & bottom margins of one inch and right and left margins of 1.25 inches.  
3. At or near the beginning of your essay, include a thesis statement that clearly answers the question and structures your essay.  In other words, in one or two sentences explain the basic difference between the two books and why one book would be preferable.  We will talk about how to write an effective thesis statement in class.  

4. Make an argument.  The question asks you to take a stand, so make a choice and do your best to back it up. 
5. As stated above, explain the basic argument(s) of each book.  It might be a good idea to take two or more paragraphs toward the beginning of the essay to do this.
6. Essays will be graded for both content and writing (grammar, spelling, style).  Quality of writing and content are necessarily closely related, as difficulties with grammar, etc. detract from your argument.  Likewise, clear sentences and good choices of words strengthen your argument.

7. Citations.  Use parenthetical citations for Zinn and Johnson.  

Example: Howard Zinn argues that Bill Clinton “surrendered again and again to caution and conservatism.” (Zinn, 643) 
You are not required to use any sources beyond those assigned for the course (nor will you receive extra credit for doing so). However, if you cite any outside sources (including websites), document them in footnotes with full citations according to MLA or Chicago style guidelines. (See me or the library reference desk for help on how to do this).     

8. Originality. Your essay must be your own original work, composed without assistance from others (in the class or not) or undocumented sources. You are welcome to discuss the assignment with others in the class; however, when it comes to writing the essay, it is not a group assignment.  Please see the university plagiarism policy for more details. 

You are free to organize your memo/essay in whatever manner you consider most effective. However, this suggested outline would certainly get the job done:

I. Introduction ending in thesis statement.

II. Summary of the key themes in each book:


A. Zinn.


B. Schweikart & Allen. 

III. Your argument for People's or Patriot's. Organize this section topically or by subargument.
IV. Conclusion. 
	Assignment of Grades for Papers


First, you will earn up to 20 points (out of 100) for submitting a "polished draft" of the essay. 

Then, you will receive a grade from 0 to 20 in the following four areas:

Thesis Statement and Argument -- Does the essay have a clear argument and thesis statement?  

Evidence -- Is the argument / thesis supported by evidence from the assigned readings and lectures? 

Writing -- Is the essay free of spelling and grammar mistakes?  Is it clearly and eloquently written?  

Organization -- Does the essay progress clearly and logically?  Does the organization of paragraphs and sentences effectively advance the essay's argument / thesis?

I will then add these five grades to compute the overall grade for the essay.  I also reserve the prerogative to award bonus points for intellectual creativity and engagement (i.e., does the essay make a particularly compelling or thoughtful argument, etc.?)
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