GENERAL METEOROLOGY COURSE SYLLABUS
Spring Semester 2009
Course: MET 353




Instructor:  Mr. Ryan A. Wade
Lecture Time: TR 9:30 – 10:45 am


Lab Time: Tues  3:00 – 5:00 pm
Class Location: MC 1102



Lab Location:  MC 1106


Office:  MC 1122A, CWRC



Phone:  460-7325
Office Hours: MWF 9 – 11 am, TR 8:30 – 9:30 am
Email: rwade@usouthal.edu
*A minimum “C” grade is required in this course in order to advance to other Meteorology courses*
Required Texts: 
Severe and Hazardous Weather, 3rd ed., Rauber, Walsh, Charlevoix

Meteorology Today, 8th ed, C. Donald Ahrens.

Weather Map Handbook, Tim Vasquez


A Lab Reference Manual will be provided at a nominal cost.

Additional



References:
Weather Charts, Handouts, materials available via internet.

Materials needed: 
Pencil, ruler, calculator, colored pencils, wet erase markers

Attendance: 
Class attendance is mandatory.  Roll will be taken every day.  One point will be deducted from the final average grade for every unexcused absence that exceeds three absences.  

Tardies: 
Do not be tardy, particularly on exam days.  Anyone entering the class after the first exam has been turned in will not be allowed to take the exam.  Students that are tardy to lecture and lab in which an assignment is due at the end of the class period should not expect the instructor to repeat any material reviewed during the missed portion of class.
Grading: 
Grades will be assigned based on the following percentages:
                 
A=90-100     B=80-89     C=70-79     D=60-69     F=below 60  

Exams --- 2 @ 100 points each


30%

Final exam --- comprehensive


25%
Map Discussions:



20%

Quizzes and Homework Exercises

25%
Exams: 
Two 100-point exams and a final exam will be given during this semester.  The exam format will be largely short answer, discussion, and application questions.  This format was chosen primarily due to the fact that this course is the foundation for all other meteorology courses and a complete understanding of meteorological concepts is critical for success in future meteorology courses.  The final exam will be comprehensive.
Map Discussions: 
Each student will be expected to accomplish one map briefing in front of the class during the semester.  Map discussions will be during the first week of February.  A set of instructions and guidelines for the map discussions will be provided.  Students will also be expected to attend at least two Synoptic Meteorology II Weather Briefings throughout the semester.
Homework: 
Homework will be assigned on a regular basis.  Homework will be assessed a 20% penalty for every weekday it is late with a 30% deduction over a weekend.
Make-up Policy: 
A written medical excuse must be presented to the instructor in order for the instructor to consider whether or not to allow an exam to be made-up.  It is completely the decision of the instructor as to whether an exam can be made up, a future exam may replace the grade of the missed exam, or if a “zero” is assigned for the missed exam.
E-mail: 
A class mailing list will be generated with university email addresses.  I will correspond with you through this mailing list for announcements and class information.  You are expected to activate your official university email account in order to receive official university announcements, as well as information for this course.  You can active your USA email account by going to www.southalabama.edu/paws. 

Disruption policy: 
Please do not bring cell phones or pagers to class.  Answering a cell phone or text messaging during class will result in deduction of point from the final grade (similar to excessive absences).  

Academic Honesty: 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Cheating will result in an `F’ for the course.  Please review the University of South Alabama’s guidelines and policies regarding academic conduct in the Lowdown or at: http://www.southalabama.edu/st-serv.html

Disability Services:   
In accordance with the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) students with bona fide disabilities will be afforded any reasonable accommodation. The Office of Special Student Services will certify a disability and advise faculty members of reasonable accommodations. If you have a specific disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please proved us with certification from the Office of Special Student Services, directed by Ms. Andrea Agnew, and located in the Student Center, room 270. The phone number is 460-7212. 

It is the student’s responsibility to register with the OSSS and to notify the faculty member of his/her disability. The faculty member will then receive notice from the OSSS concerning the student’s needs. Students who have not notified the OSSS of a disability may not contest an instructor’s grading in a course based on the instructor’s failure to provide accommodations for his/her disability.

Changes in

Course:    
Since all classes do not progress at the same rate, the instructor may wish to modify the above requirements or their timing as circumstances dictate.  For example, the instructor may wish to change the number and frequency of exams, or the number and sequence of assignments.  However, the students must be given adequate notification.  Moreover there may be non-typical classes for which these requirements are not strictly applicable in each instance and may need modification.  If such modification is needed, it must be in writing and conform to the spirit of this policy statement.

Course Content and Tentative schedule:

Please note that some sections from other chapters may be included, and some sections in covered chapters may be excluded.

	Week 1
	Meteorological Measurements 
	Chap. 2 (Severe & Hazardous Weather)**

	Week 2
	Weather Maps and 

Difax Charts
	Chap. 3 (Severe)**
Pg 12 - 21 (Weather Map)**

	Week 3
	Weather Maps and 

Difax Charts
	Chap. 3 (Severe)**
Pg 12 - 21 (Weather Map)**

	Week 4
	Weather Maps and 

Difax Charts
	Chap. 3 (Severe)**
Pg 12 - 21 (Weather Map)**

	Week 5
	Atmospheric Stability and Thermodynamic Diagrams
	Chap. 5  (Severe)**
Chap. 7 (Met Today)*

	Week 6
	Precipitation Processes and Determining Precipitation Type
	Chap. 11  (Severe)**
Chap. 8  (Met Today)*

	Week 7
	Forces and Force Balances
	Chap. 6 (Severe)**
P. 228 – 243 (Met Today)*

	Week 8
	Development of High & Low Pressure Systems
	Chap. 7 (Severe)**
Chap. 13 (Met Today)*

	Week 9
	Fronts and Mid-Latitude Cyclones
	Chap. 8  (Severe)**
Chaps 12, 13 (Met Today)**

	Week 10
	Spring Break
	No Class



	Week 11
	Rocky Mountain and 

Coastal Cyclones
	Chaps 9, 10 (Severe)**
Chap 13 (Met Today)*

	Week 12
	Tropical Cyclones
	Chap. 23 (Severe)**
Chap. 16 (Met Today)*

	Week 13
	Thunderstorms 
	Chap. 17  (Severe)**
Chap. 15 (Met Today)*

	Week 14
	Severe Weather
	Chap. 17  (Severe)**
Chap. 15 (Met Today)*

	Week 15
	Ice Storms and Lake Effect Snow Events
	Chaps. 11 – 12 (Severe)**


	Week 16
	Intro to Dynamics and Thermodynamics
	Lecture Material


	Final Exam 

Comprehensive
	Thursday, May 7th, 2009
	10:30am – 12:30pm



**Primary Required Reading
*Supplemental Reading

