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There are three basic search options that are available in every 
library in HeinOnline. 

1.� Quick Search: Use full power of Boolean Searching across 
a given library. 

2.� Field Search: Input terms, select fields to search across, ma›
nipulate search results format, and select sections. Limited 
to 3 fields. 

3.� Advanced Search: Use the full power of Boolean Search›
ing, narrow to specific titles, years and sections. More flexi›
ble search option allowing for more than 3 fields. 

Using Boolean Logic for Advanced Search and Quick Search options: 

�� Use Boolean logic to form a search query. 
�� Every library has different search fields. To view the search fields in a library, click on "Search Tips" from 

the Search menu inside a library. 
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�� Search syntax guidelines are also available from the Search tab in the left navigation bar by clicking 
"View Advanced Search Syntax".� These guidelines outline the general rules to follow when forming a 
search in the Quick Search and/or Advanced Search options, including a breakdown of the Boolean oper›
ators and syntax that are supported. See Appendix A to view the guidelines. 



Quick Search: 

•	 The Quick Search option can be found under the Search tab in the left
 

navigation bar.
 

•	 This option runs the search query across the entire library that you are
 
working in, which includes all titles and all years.
 

•	 To specify a title or a year, you would need to include the title and/or
 
year in your search string to narrow your results.
 

•	 Use Boolean operators to combine search terms and use quotations to
 

form a phrase. (See Boolean Operators in Appendix A)
 

•	 The search query will look in the Text meta-data field, unless you other­


wise specify a field.
 

•	 The results will be sorted by relevance. 

Advanced Search: 

•	 This option can be used by researchers who have very specific search parameters and wish to use the full 
power of Boolean searching. For those of you who are not familiar with Boolean searching, review the 
HeinOnline Advanced Search Syntax help guide to learn more, found under About Searching, and also 

in Appendix A of this guide. 
•	 Build complex queries using search fields and Boolean operators (AND, OR, etc.) to combine multiple 

search terms. 

•	 Use quotations to group words into a phrase. 
•	 Conduct phrase searching, proximity searching, unlimited combined field searching, fuzzy searching, and 

more complex searches, using the Advanced Search option. See Appendix A for details regarding search 
syntax. 

•	 Narrow a search to a date range, choose a sort-by method and/or select the sections to search across. 
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Example (Journals Library): 

Use the tilde symbol, "~", at the end of a 
phrase and indicate the proximity value to find 
words that are within a specific distance from 
each other. 

Build a proximity search to search for 
"watershed" and "planning" within 10 words of 
each other in a document. Since we want to 
search the text of the documents, start the que­
ry with the "text" field. 
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Field Search: 

•	 Limit your search to specific meta-data fields, sections, titles, and/or a defined date range. 
•	 Input multiple search terms, choose a meta-data field for each term and identify the relationship between 

the terms/fields you are searching using the AND, OR operators. 
•	 Punctuation is ignored. Select either the Word or Phrase button to apply the logic to your search. 
•	 If you enter multiple words into the same search box and select Word, the words you input will be 

logically paired with the AND operator. 
•	 Narrow your search results to one or multiple titles. Use the shift and/or control buttons in conjunction 

with your mouse to highlight multiple titles. 
•	 Narrow your results to a range of years. l'Jote: You may insert a beginning year like 1942 and end year 

1943, but your results may return sections with 1944 listed. Why? A given volume may begin in year 1943 
but coverage expands to 1945. 

•	 Choose your sort-by method to be applied to your results. 

•	 When the query is submitted, a Field Search will apply the Boolean logic based on the way you built your 
search. Therefore, this search option is helpful for those who are not familiar with Boolean searching and 
building complex search queries. 

Search Law Journal libra 

III T~xt v ......t-------- Example (Law Journal Library):
 
Insert phrase "international justice" (without
 AND ~	 in TIl.=! 

(~: word (j Dhra~~	 quotations), select phrase, search the Text 
,A.I\j[) .., ,	 In Veator!Author 'V 

meta-data field. 8 word () ohr"i~ 

SUOj"'C( ~~:1U!IJr..;mlL •••••••••••l1li ..... ,
 
! Accourtmg
 
iAt1m,n'''tr:=ttl'.r~ I ;::f,J< 

:AJmlr~lit)' 

:Advoc;;cy	 ..... , 

f-clp <'.It'1 t.,1S ~<i!atur~ 

OR 

Search across "All Titles" in the Law
 
~mUJ!·1ilti'~f4!J!1!11",,,,, ••••••••IIIi••••••I--j----- J I 'b
 
A R A An"'''''' S~c',on ou rna LJ rary.
 
A.BA J
 

,A B A :Sec. Admin L. Ann. Rep (omm
 
A.S.A .'3ec. Ajmln. L. Ann Rep. 01\' 8. CJnlrl1
 
1\ B.A Sc:c Corp., Bonking'::' 3uo. L Pro:
 
A B.A. ~E:C Crlm. L. Program &. Conm. Fiep
 
A B A 8ec F3m. L Proc
 
ABA. Sec Ino. Negl & ':;omp. L p,oc
 
A.B.A 51;:H.... llIl'::lll Flup. L.AIIiI. Rd . 

rt by t ~€:de"'anc& ....lIIIj,-------- Sort by Relevance. 

S~r....IUrl Ty~~~ Tu St:cl.Il_h	 l'Jarrow date range to 1942-1943.D":"II St:w.ium, 

• 
• ~ A.1"t1Cle:~ • D Le'ili~llJItiO::I' • D Cditcrio.ls 

• D Cornmenu • D Cases. • D MIS'ellan'ou, ...4t------------ Select "Articles" as the only section to 
• D NUI~~ • D D~Liloium 
• I I Rp~i ..w< • I I rnnpnH	 search. 

[]Include external articles farticles outside of -leinCnlinel In the search results. ·:.. h, t IS rh,~" 

Other Search Options: 
•	 Some libraries in HeinOnline offer additional search options. The options available vary by library. See 

Appendix B for a list of libraries with customized search options. 
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Additional Options from the Search Results Screen: 
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• Modify Your Search:	 When selecting Modify Your Search, you will be returned to the search input 
page where you entered your search terms, The last parameters you entered will be displayed, allowing 
you to modify the parameters as needed. If you conducted a Quick Search, choosing Modify Your 
Search will direct you to the Advanced Search screen where you can modify your search parameters. 

• Search within the displayed search results: Select Search Within These Results to search for a term 
or phrase from within the search results that are displayed. 

•	 Run This Search in Other Collections: If you want to run the same search in a different collection in 
HeinOnline, select this option and choose the library from the drop down menu that you wish to run 
the search in. NOTE: If you run a search across a specific field in a library (for example, Author), you 
may not be able to run this same search in every other library. As outlined earlier, each library has spe­
cific fields and they vary by library. 

• Sort-by Method:	 Search results will be sorted by the parameter chosen when inputting your search 
terms on the Field and Advanced search screens. When using the Quick Search option, by default the 
results will be sorted by relevance. You can change your sort-by method from the search results using 
the drop down menu displayed above the list of results. You may modify the number of results to 
show on each page, choosing from 25, 50, 75, or 100 results. 

Understanding Search Results: 

• Search Dialog:	 The search dialog is displayed at the top of every search results page. This outlines 
the search parameters entered . 

• 
Searching for: ((rext ';Internar.:ona/)11s;iee .,) ~ND yearniJ1942 TO 2050J' 4ND vearlo! 1000 TO 1943;' 41\.'D parrof 
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r······· . 
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Understanding Search Results, cant.: 

•	 The content displayed in search results will vary by library, based upon the structure and content in a given 
library. However, the functionality of the results will work the same. 

Journals Library - Search Results 

Shows the number of results displayed _mttjo;j£lf,:ptiji,tiitiiMlffi1!MDi"I(q.IMi;t4i4i;;t., 
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display the citation, article name, title ----tD"'t-:2....~ 66 Tex L R.'i 785 (' 987-; 988) 
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upon the library. 
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Will display the name of the article/section ___-1.~Llmits o~ Comtitutional Po,;,ver Conflicts tletl,~Een ForeIgn Polic'( and Intern~.ti:Jnal Law, 

The [utlcle]
and the section type in brackets.	 LO·JeI. Jul., 

If	 available, the creator/author will be D 4 23 'v'a J Inr'l L '91 (i952-1983) 

displayed as a link. Clicking on an author's Federal Jurisdiction ever Extrat~rrrtorjl!\ Acts of TerrOrism and Nonimmunit,{ for Foreign 

Violatcrs cf Internatlona.l Law under the FS1~ ~nd the Au of State Doctrine [article] 

name generates a full list of titles/articles ----l~~ PaustjcrdM J. 
+, \iell.,; M,Hcnln;J To:xt ;:;ag~s Prim :l;)·;.... nl:'jc.d ,~:·Jtion::. CIted Or 109written by that author (from within the library
 

you are working in).
 

• Matching Text Pages:	 If you do a text search, the search results will display a link to View Matching Text 
Pages. By default, the Quick Search always performs a text search unless another field is defined. If you con­
duct a Field or Advanced search for a Title or a Creator/Author for example, you will not see this link. 

You can expand/collapse the matching text page 
results using the +/- toggle. The matching text 
pages displays a list of pages within the section 
where the search terms you entered appear. 100 :l.le Lj. 2537 (l99IJ-'!99~j0' 

Settli j,c:.courts	 Tt1e Duty to ProsecuH: Human Rlghrs Violi'.tlons of a Prior R~tllme
From here, you can link directly to a page. This [arti 

• ~ I .,. • -. • ,. •• - • 

Ocent cho"r
allows you to drill down search results beyond 

- ".'I~.V MeJchllg Text ~a.;I~S Frint )-:.vnlc.-:',G O:::-tl:,;;ns. Ci:ed ;)); 257 

the volume level. The matching text page results 
Tw'n to QClq~ 253!provide a snapshot of the text on the page, with UND:'R CURRE.NT ti\ TERi\.;.\TIO:\.;.\L L.\\/w' 25') 1 A. International 

Criminal law ;5521 General PrlnCloles 25522 Hurnansearch word(s) highlighted. 

• Print/Download Options:	 You can choose to print/download an article or document directly from your 
search results. When clicking on Print/Download Options, the printing options will appear in a new window. 



Viewinq Search Results Within a Volume: 

•	 After clicking a search result to a volume or article, your search results will be displayed in the left navigation 
bar. From here, you will be able to view matching text pages for other results and link to another result or 
page. 

•	 Your search word or phrase will be highlighted in the article to make it easier to locate your search terms on 
a page. 
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Advanced Search Syntax:

Guidelines
 

Terms 
•	 A query is broken up into terms and operators. There are two types of terms: 

•	 Single: a single word such as "test" or "hello". 
•	 Phrase: a group of words surrounded by double quotes such as "hello dolly". 

•	 Multiple terms can be combined together with Boolean operators to form a more complex query (see 
below). 

•	 Terms are NOT case-sensitive. 

Fields 
•	 When performing a search, you can either specify a field or use the default field. The field names and 

default field used in HeinOnline are library specific and are listed on each library's search page. 
•	 You can search any field by typing the field name followed by a colon ":" and then the term you are 

looking for. 
•	 As an example, let's assume an index contains two fields-title and text-and text is the default field. If you 

want to find the document entitled "The Right Way" which contains the text "go this way", you can enter: 

title: "The Right Way" AND text: "go this way" 
or 
title: "The Right Way" AND "go this way" 
(Since, in this example, text is the default field, the field indicator is not required) 

•	 In the absence of quotation marks, the field is only valid for the term that it directly precedes, so the query 
-	 title: Do it right - will only find "Do" in the title field. It will find "it" and "right" in the default field 
(which in this case is the text field). 

Boolean Operators 
•	 Boolean operators allow terms to be combined through logic operators. Boolean operators AND, "+", OR, 

NOT and "-" are supported. Boolean operators must be all CAPITALS. 

OR 
The OR operator links two terms and finds a matching document if either of the terms exist in a 
document. This is equivalent to a union using sets. 

To search for documents that contain either the phrase "watershed planning" or the 
word "watershed" use the query: "watershed planning" OR watershed 



Boolean Operators, Cont. 

AND 
The AND operator matches documents where both terms exist anywhere in the text of a single document. 
(The symbol "&&" can be used in place of the word AND.) 

To search for documents whose title field contains "real property" and creator field 
contains "rheinstein" use the query: title: "real property" AND creator: rheinstein 

+ 
The "+" or required operator requires that the term after the "+" symbol exist somewhere in a field of a 
single document. 

To search for documents that must contain "watershed" and may contain 
"planning" use the query: + watershed planning 

NOT 
The NOT operator excludes documents that contain the term after NOT. (The symbol "!" can be used in 
place of the word NOT.) 

To search for documents that contain "watershed planning" but not "watershed 
system" use the query: "watershed planning" NOT "watershed system" 

The NOT operator cannot be used with just one term. For example, the following search will return no 
results: NOT "watershed planning" 

The "-" or prohibit operator excludes documents that contain the term after the "-" symbol. 

To search for documents that contain "watershed planning" but not "watershed 
system" use the query: "watershed planning" - "watershed system" 

Range Searches 

•	 Range Queries allow one to match documents whose field(s) values are between the lower and upper 
bound specified by the Range Query. Range Queries can be inclusive or exclusive of the upper and lower 
bounds. Sorting is done lexicographically. 

date:[1938 TO 1944] This will find documents whose date fields have 
values between 1938 and 1944, inclusive. 

Advan<:ed Sear.ch Syntax
GUlaelln{;S 



Range Searches, cont. 

•	 Note that Range Queries are not reserved for date fields. You could also use range queries with non-date 
fields. 

title:{Aida TO Carmen} This will find all documents whose titles are between 
Aida and Carmen, but not including Aida and Carmen. 

•	 Inclusive range queries are denoted by square brackets. Exclusive range queries are denoted by curly 
brackets. 

Term Modifiers 

• Support for modifying query terms to provide a wide range of searching options. 
• Wildcard searches: Support for single and multiple character wildcard searches.. 

• To perform a single-character wildcard search use the "?" symbol. 
• To perform a multiple-character wildcard search use the "*" symbol. 

•	 The single-character wildcard search looks for terms that match with the single character placed. 

To search for "text" or "test" you can use the search:te?t 

• Multiple-character wildcard searches looks for zero or more characters. 

To search for "test", "tests" or "tester" you can use the search: test* 

• You can also use the wildcard searches in the middle of a term. te*t 
• You cannot use a "*" or "?" symbol as the first character of a search term. 

Grouping 

•	 Support for using parentheses to group clauses to form sub-queries. This can be very useful if you want to 
control the Boolean logic for a query. 

To search for either "watershed" or "water rights" and "planning" use the query: 
(watershed OR "water rights") AND planning 

•	 This eliminates any confusion and makes sure that "planning" must exist and either term "watershed" or 
"water rights" may exist. 

Field Grouping 

• Support for using parentheses to group multiple clauses to a single field. 

To search for a title that contains both the word "return" and the phrase 
"pink panther" use the query: title: (+ return + "pink panther") 

Advan(:ed Sear.ch Svntax 
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Appendix,,A, cont. 
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Proximity Searches 

•	 Support for finding words which are a within a specific distance away. To do a proximity search, use the 
tilde symbol, "~", at the end of a phrase. 

To search for a "watershed" and "planning" within 10 words of each other in a 
document use the search: "watershed planning"-10 

Fuzzy Searches 

•	 Support for fuzzy searches based on the Levenshtein Distance, or Edit Distance, algorithm. To do a fuzzy 
search, use the tilde symbol, "~", at the end of a single-word term. 

To search for a term similar in spelling to "roam" use the fuzzy search-: roam-
This search will find terms like foam and roams. 

•	 Optionally, you can also specify a similarity parameter. The parameter value is between 0 and 1, and the 
closer the value is to 1, the higher the similarity will be. For example: roam-O.S. The default similarity 
parameter if not otherwise specified is 0.5. 

Boosting a Term 

•	 The relevance level of matching documents based on the terms found is provided. To boost a term, use 
the caret symbol, "1\ ", with a boost factor (i.e., a number) at the end of the term you are searching. The 
higher the boost factor, the more relevant the term will be. 

•	 Boosting allows you to control the relevance of a document by boosting its term. 

For example, if you are searching for 'jakarta apache" and you want the term 
'jakarta" to be more relevant than "apache", boost it using the caret symbol along 
with the boost factor next to the term. jakarta A4 apache 

•	 This will make documents with the term 'jakarta" appear more relevant. 
•	 You can also boost phrase terms as in the example: "jakarta apache"A4 "Apache Lucene" 
•	 By default, the boost factor is 1. 
•	 Although the boost factor must be positive, it can be less than 1 (e.g., 0.2). 

Escaping Special Characters 

•	 Support for escaping special characters that are part of the query syntax. The current list of special char­
acters are: + - && II ! ( ) { } [ ] A " - * ? : 

•	 To escape these characters use the back slash, "\", before the character. 

For example, to search for (1+1):2 use the query: \(1\+1\)\:2 

Advanc;:ed Sear~h Svntax 
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Customized Search Options by Library 
Law Journal Library 

Search the Index to Periodical Articles Related to Law Database. Access this via the list of search options in the 
left navigation bar in the Journals library. HeinOnline has created a database of all the articles that are indexed in 
the Index to Periodical Articles Related to Law publication, to allow researchers to search by Article Title, Article 
Creator/Author, Journal Title and/or Subject. To access this search feature, click on "Search the Index to Periodi­
cal Articles Related to Law" found under the Search Tab or when browsing the contents of the publication, select 
the search option listed just below the title. An additional help guide is available that outlines how to search this 
database. It can be found under "About Searching" in the journals library. 

You can also search by subject, state or country in the Law Journal Library. 

Legal Classics Library 

Search by subject in the Legal Classics collection. Looking for a "Classic" from tens or even hundreds of years ago 
that has to do with Transportation or Constitutional Law or another subject of interest? We've made it easier to 
find a Classic title, by providing the ability to browse by subject or search by subject in the Legal Classics collec­
tion. In building this capability, we identified over 70 subjects that classify the content of the titles. We then relat­
ed every title to at least one subject and in many cases multiple depending upon the title's content. To search for 
a word or phrase across one or multiple subjects, you can Search by Subject from either the field or advanced 
search screens. For further details outlining how to use the Search by Subject feature, view the Search By Subject 
How-To Guide found under the "About Searching" section in the Legal Classics Library. 

Treaties and Agreements Library 

Use the Treaty Metadata Search option in this library to search for more finite characteristics of a treaty, such as 
the Treaty Number, Former KAV Number, State Department Number, Country Name, Multilateral Parties, Treaties 
which amend a Treaty, and much more. This will also allow you to narrow your search to treaties that are in force, 
not in force, or both. Access this via the list of search options in the left navigation bar in the Treaties and Agree­
ments library. 

u.s. Supreme Court Library 

Browse or Search United States Supreme Court Cases by Topic or Author. The indexing information presented 
here for the United States Supreme Court Cases is provided courtesy of the Legal Information Institute (LII) of 
Cornell University Law School and is part of their United States Supreme Court Collection. Indexes are provided 
by Topic and Author for cases from 1990 to present and also for over 600 of the Court's most important decisions 
from the founding of the court to present. You can enter up to 2 search fields, select either Topic or Author for 
each field, and combine fields using Boolean operators. This feature is accessible from the Resources tab in the 
U.S. Supreme Court Library by clicking on the link for Legal Information Institute Indexing. 


