IMMUNOLOGY (BMD 401) COURSE POLICY & SYLLABUS - FALL SEMESTER

COURSE SPECIFICATIONS:

1)
Location:




BMD Lecture Hall (UCOM 6005)
2)
Meeting days & times:
M W F - 1:25 - 2:15 p.m. (1:25-2:15 PM)
3)
Instructor:



Dr. Michael Spector, Professor, Department of Biomedical Sciences

COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES:


The material presented in this course will provide the student with a basic understanding of immunochemistry & immunobiology as they relate to host immune responses.  In the first part of the course, the properties of antigens/immunogens & a detailed overview of the properties & functions of the molecules, cells, tissues & organs of the immune systems will be presented.  This will provide a basis for understanding the (i) concepts of immunity & vaccination against infectious diseases, (ii) immunopathologies such as hypersensitivity reactions / allergies, immunodeficiencies & autoimmune diseases as well as (iii) rejection of tumors & tissue / organ transplants discussed in the latter portion of the course.  In addition, the student will gain a strong foundation of knowledge to draw upon so that he/she can better understand the material presented in other Biomedical Sciences courses such as Pathophysiology & Medical Microbiology.

PREREQUISITES**:

1)
Biochemistry I (BMD 321) or equivalent

2)
prior/special permission from Dr. Spector
**
Students will be expected to have a basic knowledge of DNA, RNA & protein structure, function & syn​thesis, as well as DNA‑protein & protein‑protein interactions.

EXAMINATIONS/GRADING POLICY:
1)
3 Unit exams [@ 100 points each]












=
300 points
1 Final exam [100 points comprehensive + 100 points Unit #4 exam]



=
200 points
Total possible points















=
500 points
A ≥ 447.5 points > B ≥ 397.5 points > C ≥ 347.5 points > D ≥ 297.5 points > F
2)
The 3 unit exams & the final exam will include best answer multiple choice, true & false, & multiple choice matching types of questions.  Examples of old exams are not & will not be available for students.

3)
Bonus quizzes &/or take home assignments may be given at the discretion of Dr. Spector & may be unannounced.  Students will not be able to make up missed quizzes. 

CLASS & EXAM ATTENDANCE POLICY:

1)
Lecture:
Students are expected to attend all lectures. Periodic attendance checks will be made. Excessive absences as viewed by Dr. Spector may negatively impact the student’s final grade for the course.  Class will begin promptly at the designated time (1:25 pm).
2)
Tests/ Final Exam:
Attendance for all exams is absolutely required.  No make up tests will be given unless the absence is explained by a signed physician’s note specifying the reason for the absence or prior permission from Dr. Spector has been obtained. Failure to meet either of these criteria will result in a score of zero points for the missed exam(s).

3)
Missed exams: Missed exams, for which satisfactory justification was obtained, must be made up before the final exam, unless cleared with Dr. Spector.  If the missed exam is not made up in that time period the student will receive zero points for the missed exam. This will then be used in the determining the student’s final grade. Moreover, it is the student's responsibility to schedule a time to make up missed exams.  A missed Final exam must be made up according to University policy.

MISCELLANEOUS POLICIES:

1)
Students will be required to turn off any pagers, beepers or cellular telephones during lecture. They are disruptive to the class.

2)
Students who must leave lecture early for some reason should: (1) sit in a seat allowing easy access to the exit & (2) quietly collecting their belongings before leaving to minimize the disruption to the class.

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

1)
Textbook:
Kuby IMMUNOLOGY (6th edition), TJ Kindt, RA Goldsby, & BA Osborne




(ISBN: 978-0-7167-8590-3) plus an associated website: www.whfreeman.com/immunology6e

2)
Instructor prepared materials:  Immunology (BMD401) Lecture Outline [OPTIONAL]

INSTRUCTOR’S OFFICE HOURS:

1)
2:30-3:30 p.m. M, W & F or by appointment. If you are having difficulty or have any questions, please make arrangements to meet with Dr. Spector as soon as possible (Please, do not wait until it’s too late).  

2)
Office & Lab Room Numbers:
UCOM 6117 (office) & UCOM 6124 (lab)

3)
Telephone / Fax / E-mail:
380-2688 (office ph.); 380-2717 (lab ph.); 380-2710 (BMD office ph.)










380-2711 (Fax); mspector@usouthal.edu (e-mail address)

COURSE SCHEDULE:

1)
see attached Course Outline for tentative scheduling of lecture topics, exams & corresponding reading in the textbook.
2)
Since all classes do not progress at the same rate, amendments in the course schedule &/or timing & number of topics or exams may be necessary.  The student will be provided with sufficient advance notification of any changes in the course schedule.

STUDENT CONDUCT & HONOR CODE:

1)
The conduct of all students must conform to the Student Handbook & University policies.

2)
Although there is no formal Honor Code set forth by the University, personal integrity & honesty is of the utmost importance to the student body & members of the faculty.  It is imperative that the student behaves ethically at all times including neither providing nor receiving assistance from any source during an exam, quiz or take home assignment unless otherwise notified by Dr. Spector.  The student will be asked to sign an honor pledge for each exam verifying that he/she have neither received nor provided any assistance during the exam &/or have not witnessed any assistance being provided or received by another student(s) during the exam.  Refusal to sign the honor pledge will force the instructor to inquire as to why & may lead to further action according to University guidelines on academic conduct.

STUDENT WITH DISABILITIES STATEMENT:

1)
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act students with bona fide disabilities will be afforded reasonable accommodations.
2)
“If you, the student, has a specific disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please notify me, the instructor / professor, & provide certification from Disability Services in the Office of Special Student Services. The Office of Special Student Services is directed by Ms. Bernita Pulmas & is located in the Student Center, Room 270, Phone 460-7212.”
**
Anonymous email:
If you would like to make an anonymous suggestion or comment pertaining to this course or anything related to the BMD department, you may send an email to BMDdept@usouthal.edu.  The department’s secretary will log in your message, remove any identifying information, and forward it to the appropriate faculty

IMMUNOLOGY (BMD 401) TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE - FALL SEMESTER 2007
	SUBJECT
	PAGES IN BOOK

	UNIT #1: (08/18-09/12)
Historical Perspective & Overview

Cells, Tissues & Organs of the Immune System

Antigens (Ag)

Antibodies (Ab)

Antigen: Antibody (Ag:Ab) Interactions 

09/01M
Labor Day – No classes
	1-20

12-14; 23-49; 327-328; 334-338
36-40; 55-57; 62-65; 76-84; 260-261

84-107

94-95; 145-149; 151-164

	UNIT #2: (09/15-10/03)
Introduction to Mammalian Genetics & Inheritance

Generation of Immunoglobulin Diversity & B Cell Development

Major Histocompatibility Complex (MHC)

T Cell (Antigen) Receptor (TCR) & T Cell Development

Cytokines
	NA

111-133; 271-275; 276-278

189-219

223-243; 245-254; 261-264
302-318

	UNIT #3: (10/06-10/29)

Antibody-Mediated Immune Responses
Cell-Mediated Immune (CMI) Responses
The Complement System

Inflammation, Immunity & Immunization
Regulation of the Immune Responses
Immunological Tolerance
	254-264; 278-297

254-264; 351-368; 393-397
168-186
52-62; 447-471; 475-490
13; 35; 263; 297-298; 314-318

259-260; 401-407

	UNIT #4 (10/31-12/01)

Hypersensitivity Reactions

Autoimmunity

Immunodeficiencies

Transplantation Immunology

Tumor Immunology
11/26W & 11/28F – No Class - ( THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS (
10/24F – Last day to withdraw (WD) from courses
	371-397

205-206; 407-422

185-186; 493-503

425-444
525-544


Tentative Exam Schedule:

09/22M

Unit Exam #1 – 100 points

10/20M

Unit Exam #2 – 100 points

11/21F

Unit Exam #3 – 100 points

12/08M

FINAL EXAM –  200 points:
~100 pts. – Comprehensive Units #1 through #3
(1-3 p.m.)







~100 pts. – Unit Exam #4
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