ISHARA RAMKISSOON

Assistant Professor
Speech Pathology and Audiology
University of South Alabama
5721 USA Drive N., 1119 HAHN e Mobile AL 36688-0002
251-445-9378 e ramkissoon@usouthal.edu

EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy in Speech & Hearing Science, May 2005
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Dissertation Title: Effects of smoking/nicotine on the auditory middle latency response in older and
younger adults. Advisor: Ron D. Chambers
Master’s Equivalency Study Title: Speech reception thresholds for non-native speakers of English: Digit
pairs vs. spondee words. Advisor: Robert C. Bilger

Master of Arts in Speech & Hearing Science, May 1994
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Bachelor of Speech and Hearing Therapy, May 1989

University of Durban-Westville, South Africa
Thesis Title: A comparison of 2cc coupler and real ear measurements of hearing aid gain and maximum
power output at frequencies 2000, 3000, 4000, and 5000 Hz. Advisor: Cyril Govender

CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE

Certificate of Clinical Competence in Audiology awarded May 1995
American Speech Language Hearing Association
Certificate of Registration & Licensure in Speech & Hearing Therapy awarded January 1989
South African Medical and Dental Council
License in Audiology held 2005 - Present
Alabama Board of Examiners in Speech Pathology & Audiology
License in Audiology held 2002 - 2005
[llinois Division of Professional Regulation, State of Illinois
Licensure in Speech & Hearing Therapy held 1995 - 1998
South African Medical and Dental Council
License, Clinical Fellow in Audiology held 1994-1995
Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology Board, State of Indiana
License, Hearing Aid Dispenser held 1993 - 1995
[llinois Division of Professional Regulation, State of Illinois

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

University of South Alabama, Speech Pathology & Audiology: Mobile, AL
Tenured: August 2011
Assistant Professor: 2005 - Present

Carle Clinic Association, Urbana, IL
Audiologist: 2003 - 2005

University of Illinois, Department of Speech & Hearing Science: Champaign, IL
Research Assistant (Doctoral): 1998 - 2004
Clinical Supervisor, Audiology Clinic: 2003 - 2004



Graduate Instructor (Doctoral): 2001-2002
Graduate Teaching Assistant (Doctoral): 1998-2001
Department of Health (Community Services): Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa
Chief Audiologist: August 1995 - June 1998
Indiana University Medical Center: Indianapolis, IN
Clinical Fellow in Audiology: July 1994 - June 1995
Phoenix Assessment & Therapy Centre: Durban, South Africa
Speech and Hearing Therapist: November 1989 - July 1992
Baragwanath Hospital: Soweto, South Africa
Speech and Hearing Therapist: January - October 1989

PUBLICATIONS

Refereed
Ramkissoon, I. (in revision). Cigarette smoking and stimulus type impact the auditory middle latency
response in younger and older smokers and nonsmokers.

Ramkissoon, I., Dagenais, P.A., Evans, K.J., Camp, T.J., & Ferguson, N.F. (in press). Effects of ethnically-diverse
photographic stimuli on preference and discourse tasks in African-American and Caucasian- American
adults. Communication Disorders Quarterly.

Ramkissoon, I, & Cole, M. (2011). Self-reported hearing difficulty versus audiometric screening in younger
and older smokers and nonsmokers. Journal of Clinical Medicine Research, 3 (4), 183-190.

Shelley-Tremblay, ].F., Syklawer, S., & Ramkissoon, I. (2011). The effects of magno-parvocellular integration
training on fluency and visual evoked potentials in poor readers. Journal of Behavioral Optometry, 22
(2), 31-37.

Ramkissoon, I. (2011). Objective assessment of hearing [Review of the book Objective Assessment of
Hearing.]. Ear and Hearing, 32 (1), 140.

Ramkissoon, I., & Chambers, R.D. (2008). Effects of chronic and acute smoking on AMLRs in older and
younger listeners. International Journal of Audiology, 47 (12), 715-23.

Ramkissoon, I., & Khan, F. (2003). Serving multilingual clients with hearing loss: How linguistic diversity
affects audiologic management. ASHA Leader, 8 (3), 1, 10-11, 27.

Ramkissoon, I, Proctor, A, Lansing, C., and Bilger, R.C. (2002). Digit speech recognition thresholds for non-
native speakers of English. American Journal of Audiology, 11(1), 22-27.
This publication recognized, Editor’s Award “Best of 2002: Diagnostic Audiology, “The Hearing Journal, 2003.

Ramkissoon, 1. (2001). Speech recognition thresholds for multilingual populations. Communication Disorders
Quarterly, 22 (3), 158-162.

Proctor, A., & Ramkissoon, I. (2001). Speech materials for testing hearing of Deaf and hard of hearing

children from non-English speaking backgrounds. Perspectives on Communication Disorders and Sciences
in Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Populations, 7 (1), 8-10.
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GRANTS

Extramural

Ramkissoon, I. (Apr. 2011). American Speech Language Hearing Association: Grant Program for Projects on
Multicultural Activities. Learning Effective Communication Strategies.
Sponsors: University of South Alabama and Mercy Medical: $ 25,301. [Not Funded].

Hanks, R. et al. Gerontology Research Initiative (Dec. 2009). National Institutes of Health. Generations
Institute: An Infrastructure for Research on Intergenerational Approaches to Healthy Communities,
$733,354 over 3 years, including pilot study by I. RamKissoon: Intergenerational Intervention Program
addressing effects of Excessive Noise on Hearing: $ 25, 000. [Not Funded]

Dagenais, P.A., RamKissoon, I., & Evans, K.J. (Oct. 2009). National Institutes of Health R21/R33: PAR-09-057.
Stimulus Development for Evaluating Culturally Diverse Brain damaged Adults who have Communication
Disorders, $ 969, 803. [Not Funded]

Ramkissoon, I. (Dec. 2007). National Institutes of Health Loan Repayment Program. Multicultural and Aging
issues pertinent to Clinical Audiology, $ 15, 458. [Not Funded]

Intramural

Dagenais, P.A., RamKissoon, L., & Evans, K/J. (May, 2009). University of South Alabama, Center for Healthy
Communities Pilot Grant Application. Development of ethnically appropriate test materials and therapy
protocols for African Americans experiencing aphasia, $ 63, 114. [Not Funded]

Ramkissoon, I. (Mar., 2006). University of South Alabama, Research Council. Effects of Smoking and Advanced
Age on the AMLR using Tone Burst Stimuli, $ 5 000. [Funded]

Chambers, R.D. & RamKissoon, I. (2004). University of Illinois, Mary Jane Neer Research Fund. Effects of
smoking on the auditory middle latency response in older and younger adults, $ 2, 352. [Funded]

Ramkissoon, I. (2000). University of Illinois, Graduate College Thesis Grant. Speech reception thresholds for
non-native speakers of English: Digit pairs vs. spondee words, $ 300. [Funded]

Proctor, A., & Ramkissoon, . (1999). University of Illinois, Committee on Institutional Cooperation. Speech
reception thresholds for non-native speakers of English: Digit pairs vs. spondee words, ~ $ 300. [Funded]

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Ramkissoon, L., Estis, ].M., & Gaal, A.R. Digit SRT in Normal Hearing Children aged 5-8 years with Typical
Language Development. [Manuscript in preparation].

Ramkissoon, L., & Estis, .M. A comparison of two SRT tests in normal hearing children with and without
language impairment. [Data collection in Progress].

Gordon, M. & Ramkissoon, I. Emotion and facial configuration impacts speech perception in older and
younger listeners. [Data Analysis]

Singh, S.A., RamkKissoon, 1., Maharaj, L., Khan, F., Narasimulu, P., & Khan, N.B. Hearing Screening protocols
for Nurses: Community Clinics and Schools. [Tutorial Manuscript in preparation].
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PRESENTATIONS

Refereed -International

RamkKissoon, I. & Cole, M. (accepted for Nov. 2011). The Impact of Aging and Smoking on Adult Hearing
Screening: Implications for Community Health Practice. Paper Presentation (30-minutes). Aging and
Society: An Interdisciplinary Conference, Berkeley, California, USA.

Shelley-Tremblay, ].F., Syklawer, S., & RamKissoon, 1. (2010). Visual Evoked Potential Evidence that Magno-
parvocellular Integration Training Causes Neural Reorganization in Reading Disabled Children.
Technical session: College of Optometrists in Vision Development 40t Annual Meeting, Rio Grande,
Puerto Rico.

Ramkissoon, 1. (2000). Digit-Speech Reception Thresholds among Non-Native Speakers of English. Poster:
International Association of Logopaedics & Phoniatrics 2nd International Symposium on
Communication Disorders in Multicultural Populations, Pilanesburg, South Africa.

Proctor, A., & Ramkissoon, 1. (2000). Cross-linguistic speech perception: Implications for Audiologists and
Speech-language pathologists. Workshop (3-hour instruction): International Association of
Logopaedics & Phoniatrics 2nd International Symposium on Communication Disorders in Multicultural
Populations, Pilanesburg, South Africa.

Non-Refereed -International
Ramkissoon, 1. (2011, June 21). Auditory Aging: Update and Clinical Implications. Workshop (7-hour
instruction): University of Pretoria, Department of Communication Pathology, Pretoria, South Africa.

Ramkissoon, I. (2011, June 27). Auditory Aging: Update and Clinical Implications. Workshop (7-hour
instruction): University of KwaZulu-Natal, School of Audiology, Westville, South Africa.

Refereed -National

Camp, T., Ramkissoon, L., Evans, K., & Dagenais, P.A. (2010). Ethnic Group Preferences & Discourse when
Presented Ethnically Diverse Photographs. Poster: American Speech Language Hearing Association
(ASHA) annual convention, Philadelphia, PA.

Ramkissoon, I., & Estis, ].M. (2009). Stimulus Type and Language Ability Impact SRT in Normal-hearing
Children. Poster: ASHA annual convention, New Orleans, LA

Dagenais, P.A.,, RamKissoon, L., Ennis, K., & Evans, K. (2009). Using ethnically diverse picture stimuli for
soliciting adult discourse. Technical session: ASHA annual convention, New Orleans, LA

Ramkissoon, I., Beverly, B,, Estis, J., Hudson, K., Adams, E., Dagenais, P.A., & Holston, ].T. (2008). Recruitment
and Retention of Minority Students: Initial Efforts and Outcomes. Poster: ASHA annual convention,
Chicago, IL

Ramkissoon, L. (2007). Baby Boomers: Audiometric and Rehabilitative Considerations. Instructional course
(1-hour). ASHA annual convention, Boston, MA.

Ramkissoon, L. (2005). Advanced Age and Long-term Smoking effects on Auditory Middle Latency Responses.
Poster: ASHA annual convention, San Diego, CA.
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Ramkissoon, 1., & Chambers, R.D. (2004). Nicotine and Aging effects on AMLRs. Poster: 14th Annual NIDCD-
Sponsored Research Symposium on “Social, Economic, and Environmental Influences on Disorders of
Hearing, Language, and Speech,” Philadelphia, PA.

Ramkissoon, L., & Chambers, R.D. (2004). Nicotine and Aging effects on Auditory Middle Latency Responses.
Student Research Technical session: ASHA annual convention, Philadelphia, PA.

Ramkissoon, L., Bilger, R.C., & Proctor, A. (2000). Digit-Speech Recognition thresholds among non-native
speakers of English. Technical session: ASHA annual convention, Washington, D.C.

Invited - National
Scott, D., Jones, R., Beverly-Ducker, K., & RamKissoon, I. (2006). Multicultural Issues in Audiology.
Instructional Course (2-hour). ASHA annual convention, Miami, FL.

Payne, ].C,, Pena, E.D., Deal-Williams, V.R,, Scott, D.M., RamKissoon, I, & Davis-McFarland, E. (2002). Ask the
Experts: Service Delivery to Multicultural Populations. Round-Table Panel: ASHA annual convention,
Atlanta, GA.

Non-Refereed - State and Local
Ramkissoon, 1., & Beverly, B. (2011). Cigarette Smoking & Stimulus Type impact AMLR in Younger and Older
Smokers vs. Nonsmokers. Poster: University of South Alabama 18t Annual Research Forum, Mobile, AL.

Ramkissoon, L, Estis, ].M., & Gaal, A.R. (2010). Stimulus Type and Language Ability Impact SRT in Normal-
hearing Children. Poster: University of South Alabama 17t Annual Research Forum, Mobile, AL.

Ramkissoon, I., & Love, C. (2009). Baby Boomers and Beyond: Audiometric and Rehabilitative Considerations.
Seminar (3-hour). Alabama Academy of Audiology Convention, Destin, FL.

Ramkissoon, L., & Singh, S.A. (1991). Role of the Community Audiologist. Poster: 28th Annual Academic
Meeting, South African Society of Otorhinolaryngology, Durban, South Africa.

REVIEWER

Manuscripts:
International Journal of Audiology (2010)
South African Journal of Communication Disorders (2010, 2008)
Books:
Plural (via Ear & Hearing), “Objective Assessment of Hearing” by Hall & Swanepoel (2010)
Thieme Publishers, “Digital Hearing Aids” by A. Schaub (2006)
Grants & Awards:
ASHA Leader Outstanding Article in Audiology Award (2009)
ASHA Students Preparing for Academic Research Careers (SPARC) Awards (2008)
ASHA Multicultural Grant Program (2002)
Continuing Education products:
Florida SLP/AUD Board, Prevention of Medical Errors for Audiologists (2004)
ASHA Continuing Education Division, Cultural Competence in Audiology Practice (2002)
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

University of South Alabama
University: Indian Student Association, Faculty Advisor (2008 - Present)
University: Gerontology Research Network, Member (2008 - Present)
University: Health Disparities Research Group, Member (2007 - Present)

College of Allied Health: Curriculum & Academic Programs Committee, Member (2009 - 2010)
USA Commencement Program, Gonfalonier for College of Allied Health (2008-2009)

Departmental chapter of NSSLHA, Faculty Advisor (2010 - Present)
Departmental Recruitment & Retention Committee,

Member (2005 - Present)

Chair (2008 - 2009)
Departmental Clinic Committee, Member (2010 - Present)
Departmental Special Events Committee, Member (2010- Present)
Departmental Graduation Committee (2008)
Departmental Audiology Faculty Search Committee,

Chair (Sum 2008 - Fall 2009)

Member (2009 - 2010)

Member (2006 - 2007)

Member (2005 - 2006)
Departmental Academic and Admissions Committee, Member (2007 - 2009)
Departmental Capital Expenditures Committee, Member (2005 - 2007)

Mercy Medical (Daphne, AL)
Board of Trustees, Member (2009 - present)

American Speech Language Hearing Association
Annual Convention Program, Adult Treatment & Rehabilitation Committee, Member (2009)

University of Illinois
University Child Care Task Force, Member (2000 - 2005)
University Work/Life Advisory Committee, Member (2000 - 2001)
Office of International Student Affairs Search Committee, Member (1999 - 2000)

University of Durban-Westville, South Africa
Modularization & Curriculum Development, Member (1995)

South African Speech Language Hearing Association
Ethics and Standards Committee, Member (1995 - 1997)
Continuing Education Committee, Member (1996 - 1998)

Department of Health, South Africa
State Task Group for Hearing Aid Contract, Member (1996 - 1998)
National Hearing Aid Needs Committee, Member (1996 - 1997)
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TEACHING

University of South Alabama: Assistant Professor
Current Courses Developed and Taught:

AUD 640: Basic Audiologic Assessment
AUD 622: Medical Audiology
AUD 643: Audiology and Aging
AUD 645: Evoked Potential Measures
AUD 647: Adult Audiologic Rehabilitation
SHS 494: Directed Study - Audiometry & Research

Additional Courses Developed and Taught:
CSD 694: Directed Study - Effect of Excessive Noise on Hearing (Fall 2009)
CSD 694: Directed Study - Central Auditory Effects of Aging (Fall 2008)
CSD 694: Directed Study - Auditory Middle Latency Response (Fall 2007)
AUD 612: Anatomy & Physiology of Hearing Mechanism (Fall 2005 - 2006)
AUD 621: Professional Issues (Fall 2007-2010)
AUD 630: Electroacoustic Characteristics of Hearing Aids (Summer 2006)
AUD 653: Industrial and Forensic Audiology (Fall 2005 - 2009)
AUD 671: Clinical Practicum II (Fall 2007)
SLP 588: Audiology for Speech-Language Pathologists (Spring 2009)
SLP 599: Thesis (Summer 2008 - Fall 2010)
SHS 314: Fundamentals of Speech & Hearing Science (Spring 2009)
SHS 474: Audiology II (Spring 2006 - 2007)
SHS 494: Directed Study - Audiometry & Research (Summer 2006)

Guest Lecturer: Auditory Middle Latency Response, AUD 645 Evoked Potentials (Fall 2009)

Intro to Audiology & Ear Anatomy, SHS 291 Intro Com Disorders (Fall 2009-2010)
Audiology Research Careers, AUD 616 Research Design & Statistics (Spr 2006)

University of Illinois
Instructor (courses developed and taught):
SPSHS 199E: Hearing and Human Communication (Spring 2002)
SPSHS 199F: Hearing Health for the Individual and Society (Fall 2001 - 2002)
Teaching Assistant (laboratory courses developed and taught):
SPSHS 390: Introduction to Audiology (Fall 1999 - 2001)
SPSHS 378: Hearing Science (Fall 1999- 2000)
SPSHS 450: Assessment of Audition & Auditory Disorders (Fall 1998)
SPSHS 451: Hearing Aids and Amplification (Fall 1998)

Indiana University Medical Center

Instructor: Basic Audiology: Principles and Practice, 1-day training for Medical Students and ENT
Residents (1995)

University of Durban-Westville, South Africa

Guest Lecturer: Junior & Senior classes, Digit SRT for non-native English speakers (July 2000)
Clinical Supervisor: Clinical practicum instruction off-campus (1991 - 1992, 1995 - 1998)
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Department of Health, South Africa

Instructor (Speech Therapy & Audiology): (1991 - 1998).
Multiple continuing education courses developed (2-hour lectures, 4-hour seminars, 1-2 day
workshops), and taught to Audiologists, Community Health & Public School Nurses.

Baragwanath Hospital in conjunction with University of Witwatersrand, South Africa
Instructor: Community Speech & Hearing Worker Certificate program, various topics
1-hour instruction, 3/month (Jan. - Oct. 1989)

STUDENT RESEARCH DIRECTION (University of South Alabama)

Chair - Masters Theses
McElroy, J. (2011). Development of peer-approved ethnically appropriate photographic stimuli for
adult language assessment. Master’s Thesis. Committee Co-Chair: Paul Dagenais.

Camp, T. (2010). Effects of ethnically diverse photographic stimuli upon preference and discourse
tasks completed by African American and Caucasian American Adults. Master’s Thesis.
Committee Co-Chair: Paul Dagenais.

Ennis, E. (2009). Differences in adult discourse due to ethnically diverse picture stimuli. Master’s
Thesis. Committee Co-Chair: Paul Dagenais.

Committee Member within Department - Dissertations, Pre-Dissertations, and Theses
Love, C. (prospectus approved). ANL as a predictive measure in hearing aid use and rejection.

Doctoral pre-dissertation. Committee Chair: Elizabeth Adams.

Buck, K. (2009). The influences of language and gender on ERPs in response to an emotional Stroop
task in children. Doctoral Dissertation. Committee Chair: Julie Estis.

Likely, A. (2009). Effectiveness of code switching in African American women seeking retail level
employment. Master’s Thesis. Committee Chair: Paul Dagenais.

Horne, A. (2008). N400 in females with high and low ANL. Doctoral pre-dissertation. Committee
Chair: Michael Carpenter.

Committee Member outside Department - Theses
Murphree, T. (2010). The Use of a Center-Surround Mechanism in the Semantic Priming and

Inhibition of Newly Learned Rare Words. Honors Thesis, Psychology Department. Committee
Chair: Jack Shelley-Tremblay.

Kolbusz, M. (2009). Isolating speech and emotion in audio-visual speech perception. Master’s Thesis,
Psychology Department. Committee Chair: Michael Gordon

Baghaei, S. (2009). P300 peak recognition in Malingerers. Honors Thesis, Psychology Department.
Committee Chair: Jack Shelley-Tremblay.

Hendricks, L. (2008). Electrophysiological explanation of the unmitigated approach model. Master’s
Thesis, Psychology Department. Committee Chair: Jack Shelley-Tremblay.
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HONORS and AWARDS

Alpha Eta Society, National Honor Society for Colleges of Allied Health, inducted 2009

NIDCD-sponsored Research Symposium, Minority Student Leadership Award, $1,000 (2004)

ASHA annual Convention, Student Research Travel Award, $750 (2004)

Editor’s Award, “Best of 2002: Diagnostic Audiology,” 8t Annual Audiology Literature Review, The Hearing
Journal, for article titled “Digit speech recognition thresholds for non-native speakers of English” by
Ramkissoon, et. al., in the American Journal of Audiology (2003)

Phyllis Arlens Burkhead Memorial Fellowship Award, University of Illinois, $1,000 (2003)

Ehud & Janie Yairi International Graduate Student Award, University of Illinois, $1,000 (2002)

Teachers rated as Excellent, University of Illinois (2000, 1999)

Summer Research Opportunities Program, University of Illinois, $2,000 (2000)

Starkey Student Travel Grant, American Academy of Audiology Convention, $750 (2000)

Ida Levinson Clinical Award, Outstanding Student in Audiology, University of Illinois (1994)

Institute of International Education Graduate Fellowship, $ 40,000 (1992-1994)

Natal Provincial Administration Undergraduate Fellowship, R 4,000 (1987-1988)

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATION

Member, American Speech Language Hearing Association (1992 - Present)
Special Interest Division 14: CSD in Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Populations
Special Interest Division 15: Gerontology

Member, American Auditory Society (2007 - Present)

Member, Association for Research in Otolaryngology (2006 - 2008)

Member, American Academy of Audiology (1994 -1995)

Member, South African Speech and Hearing Association (1988 -1998)

SELECTED CONTINUING EDUCATION

1. Aging & Society Conference, Berkeley, CA Nov 2011
2. University of South Alabama Research Retreat Jan 2011
3. American Speech Language Hearing Association (ASHA) Annual Convention 2000 -2010
4.  University of South Alabama (USA) 17t Annual Research Forum 2010
5. ASHA Researcher Academic Town Meeting (invited):
Building Capacity for the Research Doctorate 2010
Clinical Practice Research in Audiology & Speech-Language Pathology 2009
Perspectives on Teaching and Technology 2008
Team Science: Reframing a Familiar Concept for Contemporary Research Issues in CSD 2007
Recruitment at high school, undergraduate, clinical entry, and practicing clinician levels 2006
Evidence-based Practice Implications for PhD Education 2005
6. Alabama Academy of Audiology, Annual Convention Sep 2009
7.  Conflict of Interest/Commitment, Vice President of Research, USA Aug 2009
8.  USA Regional Health Disparities Annual Symposium:
The Next Step: Creating Pathways to Make a Difference July 2008
Are we Really Listening to Each Other? July 2007
Health Disparities on the Gulf Coast: Challenges and Opportunities July 2006
9.  America Auditory Society, Annual Scientific and Technology Meeting Mar 2007
10. Association for Research in Otolaryngology, 29t Annual MidWinter Meeting Feb 2006
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