
corporations, government agencies, and foundations. The primary outlet for basic and ap-
plied research is academic and professional research journals.

Basic research is aimed at generating fundamental knowledge and theoretical under-
standing about basic human and other natural processes. Research examining the effect of
priming in memory is an example of basic research. Priming is “an enhancement of the pro-
cessing of a stimulus as a function of prior exposure” (Anderson, 1995, p. 459). Assume
that a researcher asks you to name a fruit and you say, “Pineapple.” Then on the second trial,
the researcher either asks you to name another type of fruit or asks you to name a type of
dog. Which response do you think you could provide more quickly? It turns out that re-
search participants could name another type of fruit faster than they could name a type of
dog when they were asked to name a type of fruit first (Loftus, 1974, cited in Anderson,
1995). The naming of the fruit on the first trial primed the research participants’ mental pro-
cessing to name another fruit. It is believed that priming operates because the first exposure
activates the complex of neurons in long-term memory, where the concept is being stored.
Basic research is usually conducted by using the most rigorous research methods (e.g., ex-
perimental) under tightly controlled laboratory conditions. The primary audience includes
the other researchers in the research area. The key purpose of basic research is to develop a
solid foundation of reliable and fundamental knowledge and theory on which future re-
search can be built.

At the other end of the continuum is applied research. Applied research is focused on
answering real-world, practical questions to provide relatively immediate solutions. Topics
for applied research are often driven by current problems in education and by policymak-
ers’ concerns. Applied research is often conducted in more natural settings (i.e., more real-
istic or real-world settings) than basic research. An applied research study might focus on
the effects of retaining low-performing elementary school students in their present grade
level or on the relative effectiveness of two approaches to counseling (e.g., behavior therapy
versus cognitive therapy). In the former, the results would potentially have practical impli-
cations for education policy; in the latter, the results would potentially have implications for
practicing counselors. The primary audiences for applied research are other applied re-
searchers (who read the results in educational research journals) as well as policymakers,
directors, and managers of programs who also read research journals. Applied research
often leads to the development of interventions and programs aimed at improving societal
conditions, which leads us to the next type of research.
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� Basic research
Research aimed at
generating fundamen-
tal knowledge and the-
oretical understanding
about basic human and
other natural processes

� Applied research
Research focused on
answering practical
questions to provide
relatively immediate
solutions

� T A B L E  1 . 2 Summary of General Kinds of Research

Kind of Research Key Characteristics

Basic research Focuses on generating fundamental knowledge

Applied research Focuses on real-world questions and applications

Evaluation research Focuses on determining the worth, merit, or quality of intervention
programs

Action research Focuses on solving local problems that practitioners face

Orientational research Focuses on research that might help to reduce inequality
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