
teachers to provide reading instruction by either the transactional strategy or the regular lit-
eracy curriculum because it takes several years to become an accomplished transactional-
strategies instruction teacher. The researchers felt that it was inappropriate to ask these
teachers to alter their instructional strategy for a year. Additionally, the second-grade stu-
dents who participated in the study (those reading below a second-grade level at the begin-
ning of the school year) were not randomly assigned to classes that taught the
transactional-strategies or regular literacy curriculum. The researchers did, however, select
students from the various classes that were matched on reading comprehension at the begin-
ning of the study. However, this equates the students only on initial reading comprehension.
Because many teachers were used in the study and they, as well as the students, were not
randomly assigned to groups, a quasi-experimental design had to be used.

Brown, Pressley,Van Meter, and Schuder (1996) selected the nonequivalent comparison-
group research design with matching of participants in the two groups, as illustrated in Figure
10.2. Both groups, each consisting of several classes, were interviewed at the beginning of the
academic year to identify the strategy the students used to assist in their comprehension of the
material read and were pretested on several outcome measures, such as a test of reading com-
prehension. After matched samples of students (students who had similar reading comprehen-
sion scores) were identified, one group was taught reading by using the transactional strategy,
and the other group was taught by using the regular literacy curriculum. At the end of the aca-
demic year, the students in each group were posttested on the outcome measures. Analysis of
the results revealed that the students who received transactional-strategies instruction im-
proved in reading comprehension more than the students taught by the conventional reading
method.
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� F I G U R E  1 0 . 2 Design of the Brown, Pressley, Van Meter, and Schuder study (1996)
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