
Intervention was then implemented that consisted of the teachers providing Tom with the
information that would ensure his getting a correct response prior to presenting him with
the task he was to perform. For example, during intervention the teacher would say, “Tom,
6 × 4 is 24. What is 6 × 4?” if he had miscalculated this problem. After Tom had completed
seventeen class periods under intervention conditions, the teacher reverted to her baseline
behavior of not providing information that would ensure a correct response.

You can see a display of the per minute rate of disruptive behaviors Tom displayed for
each session in Figure 10.11. From this figure, you can see that Tom displayed a number of
disruptive behaviors during every session of the first baseline (A) condition. When the treat-
ment condition (B) of giving Tom information that ensured his giving a correct response
was implemented, the disruptive behaviors declined, and during several of the sessions,
Tom did not display any disruptive behaviors. When baseline conditions (A) were rein-
stated and Tom no longer received the information he needed to provide a correct response,
disruptive behaviors became more frequent.

In looking at the results of this study, it appears that the use of the A-B-A design pro-
vides a rather dramatic illustration of the influence of the experimental treatment condition.
However, there are several problems with this design (Hersen & Barlow, 1976). The first
problem is that the design ends with the baseline condition. From the standpoint of an edu-
cator who desires a positive behavioral change, this might be unacceptable because the ben-
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� F I G U R E  1 0 . 1 1 Rate of Tom’s disruptive behaviors during baseline and intervention. This fig-
ure depicts the first three phases of the design used by Gunter et al. to illustrate the A-B-A design. 
Adapted from P. L. Gunter, R. E. Shores, S. L. Jack, R. K. Denny, & P. A. DePaepe (1994). “A case study
of the effects of altering instructional interactions on the disruptive behavior of a child identified with se-
vere behavior disorders,” Education and Treatment of Children, 17, 435–444. Reprinted by permission.
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