FIGURE 3.1
Flowchart of the development of a research idea

Research topic—the broad subject
matter area to be investigated

Research problem—the educational
issue or problem within a broad topic
area

Research purpose—a statement of the
intent or objective of the study

Research question—

In quantitative research it is an
interrogative sentence that asks a
question about the relation between
two or more variables.

In qualitative research, it is an
interrogative sentence that asks a
question about some process, issue,
or phenomenon to be explored.

Hypothesis—a prediction or best
guess of the relation that exists among
the variables being investigated




