
project, and development of these research ideas requires the development of a questioning
and inquisitive way of thinking.

Identifying a research idea does not mean that this will be the exact focus of your re-
search study, because the idea you have come up with might have already been investigated.
The generation of a research idea really identifies the topic area that you intend to investigate.
For example, assume you believe that teachers do a more effective job and the students learn
more when they have a class size of eighteen than when they have a class size of twenty-eight.
You want to verify this belief in an empirical research study. However, this is a topic that oth-
ers have probably thought of and investigated, so there is probably a considerable amount of
past research on this issue. What you have done is to identify a research topic, or a broad sub-
ject matter area that you want to investigate. The research topic that you have identified is
class size and its effect on academic performance. Identification of the research topic is the be-
ginning of a sequential process that starts with the identification of the research topic and ends
with the research question and research hypothesis, as illustrated in Figure 3.1.
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� Research topic
The broad subject 
matter area to be 
investigated

� F I G U R E  3 . 1
Flowchart of the development of a research idea

Research topic—the broad subject 
matter area to be investigated

Research problem—the educational 
issue or problem within a broad topic 
area

Hypothesis—a prediction or best 
guess of the relation that exists among 
the variables being investigated

Research purpose—a statement of the 
intent or objective of the study

Research question—
In quantitative research it is an 

interrogative sentence that asks a 
question about the relation between 
two or more variables.

In qualitative research, it is an 
interrogative sentence that asks a 
question about some process, issue, 
or phenomenon to be explored.
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