
 
 

 

Student Services – Advising Center 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

CANDIDACY 

 When do I apply for candidacy? 
o Candidacy applications are due one semester prior to starting 

classes that require candidacy.  The intent is for students to apply 
for candidacy AND meet with their advisor prior to registration to 

enable appropriate planning decisions for upcoming semesters.   
 The Fall Semester Candidacy Application Deadline is 

generally the preceding June 
 The Spring Semester Candidacy Application Deadline is 

generally the  preceding September 
 The Summer Semester Candidacy Application Deadline is 

generally the preceding March 

 Where do I apply for candidacy?  
o Candidacy applications are completed in the Advising Center 

(UCOM 3360). 
 

GRADUATION 

 When do I apply for graduation? 
o A student must file an application for graduation with the 

Registrar’s Office two terms before expected degree completion.  
All information about applying for graduation, including deadlines, 
can be obtained by going to the Registrar’s Office homepage and 
clicking on the Graduation link. 

 Where do I apply for graduation? 
o The Graduation application is submitted to the Registrar’s Office.  

There are several ways to submit an application.  For those 
options, please go to the Registrar’s Office homepage and click on 
the Graduation link. 



 

CERTIFICATION 

 When do I apply for certification? 
o A student must complete a certification application to submit to 

the Alabama State Department of Education during the semester 
that final degree requirements are being met. 

 Where do I apply for certification? 
o Assistance with, procedures and forms for completing the 

certification application are available in the Office of Student 
Services (UCOM 3020).   

 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF MAJOR or MINOR 

 How do I change my major or add a minor? 
o Submit the completed Change Form to your current major 

department, obtain your file and departmental clearance. Take 
your file and the form to your new major department and obtain 
appropriate signatures. The completed major/minor form will be 
forwarded to the Registrar's Office for processing. 

GPA REQUIREMENTS  (Teacher Certification Programs) 
 What is the undergraduate teacher education GPA requirement? 

o Program GPA – 2.75 
o Professional Studies GPA – 2.75 
o Teaching Field GPA – 2.75 
o USA Transcript GPA – 2.50 

 What courses can I take to improve my GPA? 
o For Program GPA and USA transcript GPA, only course work in the 

humanities, social sciences, sciences, mathematics or the teaching 
field may be used to improve the GPA. 

o For Professional Studies GPA, only course work in the Professional 
Studies area may be used to improve the GPA. 

o For Teaching field GPA, only course work in the Teaching Field 
area may be used to improve the GPA. 

 

TEST REQUIREMENTS  (Teacher Certification Programs) 

http://www.southalabama.edu/registrar/forms/majorminor.pdf


 What tests are required for undergraduate teacher certification? 
o APTT for Math, Reading, and Writing 

1. www.act.org/alabamapttp  
o PRAXIS II (for program area) 

1. www.ets.org/praxis 
o IDE 010 (exempt with official documentation of ACT reading score 

of 20 and above) 
 

E-PORTFOLIO  

 What is the e-portfoilo? 
o E-portfolio is an assessment of how a candidate meets each of the 

ALSDE standards for their program.  Candidates upload artifacts 
and faculty members’ evaluate each standard covered in their 
specific course. 

 
 


