Spring 2010
International Film Series
World Languages LG 110
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures
University of South Alabama 
All film screenings at 7 PM in USA Library Auditorium

As part of the course requirement for LG 110, the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures will be screening the following movies this semester. The Mobile community is invited to attend the screenings and enrich the discussion afterwards with their comments.

1. FEB 11th-Bienvenue chez les Ch'tis, Dany Boon. France, 2008. (In French with English subtitles)
[image: ]

To please his wife, Philippe, a post office administrator, tries to obtain a transfer to a seaside town, on the French Riviera, at any cost. The trouble is that he is caught red-handed while trying to scam an inspector. Philippe is immediately banished to a small town in the Far North of France. Leaving his child and wife behind, he relocates to the distant unheard of town of Bergues, a dreadfully cold place inhabited by hard-drinking, unemployed rednecks, speaking an incomprehensible dialect called Ch'ti. (slang for the residents of a corner of the French north and their dialect - you know that singer Ch'tevie Wonder?) 


2. FEB 25th – The Postman (Il Postino), Michael Radford. Italy, 1994. (In Italian with English subtitles)

[image: ]
Exiled from his homeland, the Chilean poet Pablo Neruda settles down on a little Italian island, where he meets Mario Ruoppolo, the son of a fisherman. Neruda hires him as his personal mailman. Through Neruda's example, the hero learns to think of his Italian fishing village in lyrical terms, as well as how to talk to women and even find the strength to take his political stands. Years later, the Italian, now bored with his life and wife, realizes that the man who changed his perspective on the world has forgotten all about him. Desperate, Mario makes an outrageous attempt to get Pablo's attention. But only time will tell if the poet will respond.


3. MARCH 11th – The Island (Ostrov), Pavel Lungin. Russia, 2007. In Russian with English subtitles.
[image: ]

During World War II, the sailor Anatoly and his captain, Tikhon, are captured by the Nazis when they board their barge which is carrying a shipment of coal. The Germans give the terrified Anatoly a choice - to be shot and die, or to shoot his captain and live. The young man shoots his captain, and is left on the barge by the soldiers, who blow it up once they are off, leaving him for dead. Anatoly and the remains of the barge wash up on a remote island inhabited by monastery monks.


4. MARCH 25th - A Year of the Quiet Sun, Krzysztof Zanussi. Poland, 1984. (In Polish with English subtitles) 
[image: ]


During the postwar upheaval in a small town in war-torn West Poland (before the war it was part of Germany), a tragic love affair develops between Norman (Scott Wilson), an American soldier, and Emilia (Maja Komorowska), a war widow. Despite obvious political and ideological differences, the romance flourishes - at least until it's time for the Americans to pack up and leave. One of the remarkable qualities of the movie is the way it tells its love story without resorting to the devices of cheap romance. More cerebral than carnal, the courtship between Norman and Emilia involves kindness, sexual urgency, soulful looks, a few words of English and Polish. 



5. APR. 8th - A Woman in Berlin (Eine Frau in Berlin), Max Farberbock. Germany, 2008. (In German with English subtitles) 
[image: ]


The sexual depredations of the victorious Red Army in Germany at the end of World War II were shrouded in silence for decades. A nameless woman keeps a diary as the Russians invade Berlin in the spring of 1945. She is in her early 30s, a journalist with international credentials; her husband, Gerd, a writer, is an officer at the Russian front. She speaks Russian and, for a day or two after the invasion, keeps herself safe, but then the rapes begin. She resolves to control her fate and accepts the protection of a Russian major, Andreij Rybkin. Is she an amoral traitor? "But how do we go on living?" she asks.



6. APR 22nd – The Story of Qiu Ju, Zhang Yimou. China, 2003. (In Cantonese with English subtitles) 
[image: ]

A peasant woman, Qiu Ju, lives with her husband's family in a rural village. Qiu Ju’s life is unexceptional until her husband is physically attacked by the village elder. When the elder refuses to apologize, Qiu Ju decides to seek legal action with the help of a local magistrate. What she gets, however, is a harsh lesson in "be careful of what you ask for." In the end she finds that life can frustrate our attempts at harmony in the simplest, cruelest ways. Director Zhang Yimou adopts an unadorned, realistic style that allows the film's increasingly absurd situations to speak for themselves. Indeed, while the look at government gone wrong has serious underpinnings, the overall tone remains one of understated satire. 



All movie descriptions have been adapted from various websites and other publicity materials. 
For more information contact Dr. Mihaela Marin: 251-460-1460
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