
G
lobal w

arm
ing, acid rain and the

ozone hole are just a few
 of the

factors affecting our atm
osphere.

D
r. R

on K
iene, of the College of

A
rts and Sciences m

aintains an

internationally-recognized research

program
 that studies how

 organism
s

in the oceans affect the Earth’s

atm
osphere and clim

ate system
. 

D
r. K

iene is a professor in the

D
epartm

ent of M
arine Sciences at

the U
niversity of South A

labam
a,

and a Senior M
arine Scientist at the

D
auphin Island Sea Lab. H

e

recently received three N
ational

Science Foundation grants and one

A
labam

a Center for Estuarine

Science grant to fund his w
ork on

the production and cycling of

chem
icals that play a key roles in

the global carbon and sulfur cycles. 

“H
e has an incredible know

ledge

and background in various fields

such as oceanography, m
icrobial

ecology, chem
istry, m

icrobiology,

biogeochem
istry and m

ore,” said

D
oris Slezak, a postdoctoral

research assistant.” I’ve enjoyed

w
orking w

ith him
 very m

uch.”

D
r. K

iene specializes in the field of

biogeochem
istry. Biogeochem

istry

is a discipline that studies how

biological and chem
ical processes

interact to influence our

environm
ent. D

r. K
iene considers

him
self a m

icrobial geochem
ist

because he deals m
ostly w

ith

m
icrobes. “M

icrobes are the m
ain

players in biogeochem
istry because

they are so abundant and versatile.

They are everyw
here, shaping the

w
orld in w

hich w
e live”, said K

iene. 

“There is little doubt that D
r.

K
iene’s research is on the cutting

edge of one of the m
ost burning

questions yet to be answ
ered,” said

D
r. G

eorge Crozier, Executive

D
irector of D

auphin Island Sea Lab. 

A
 m

ajor focus of his research is the

biogeochem
ical cycling of

dim
ethylsulfide (D

M
S) and its

precursor

dim
ethylsulfoniopropionate (D

M
SP)

in m
arine w

aters. D
r. K

iene carries

out his research in local w
aters of

the G
ulf of M

exico and on

oceanographic cruises all over the

w
orld. Through extensive research

in his laboratory, new
 and

im
portant roles for D

M
SP and its

degradation products like D
M

S

have been discovered in the m
arine

ecosystem
. 

D
M

S is a sulfur gas com
pound that

is produced from
 D

M
SP. O

nce D
M

S

is produced in the ocean a num
ber

of things can happen, including its

exchange w
ith the atm

osphere. This

process m
oves sulfur from

 the

ocean into the atm
osphere. O

nce

sulfur gets into the atm
osphere it

has an im
portant role in

atm
ospheric, chem

istry and also,

potentially, clim
ate. 

There is interest in how
 D

M
S is

playing a role in the clim
ate. Big

questions in the w
ork D

r. K
iene is

doing are w
hether D

M
S is going to

respond to m
ajor changes like

global w
arm

ing, and w
hether

ecosystem
s are going to shift to

produce m
ore or less D

M
S.

“The fundam
ental w

ork that w
e do

contributes to answ
ering those

questions” stated D
r. K

iene.

D
M

S from
 the oceans can influence

clim
ate because it is converted into

sulfate salt aerosols in the

atm
osphere by a process of

oxidation. A
erosols are tiny

particles that scatter sunlight. The

num
bers of aerosol particles and

their sizes affect cloud form
ation.

W
hat happens is that w

ater vapor

condenses on the tiny sulfate

aerosols to m
ake a w

ater droplet.

W
ithout those little particles of salt,

w
ater vapor w

ould rem
ain a gas,

and droplets w
ould not form

 to

m
ake clouds. D

M
S is the precursor

of som
e of the aerosol particles

w
hich w

ater droplets condense on.

D
M

S can play an im
portant role in

the clim
ate system

 because clouds

are a big part of the global heat

budget. The D
M

S im
pact is on the

stratus clouds, w
hich are very w

hite

and reflective. A
t the top of the

cloud looking from
 space dow

n to

the earth, sunlight beam
s through

the cloud. Because the cloud is

w
hite, som

e of the sunlight is

reflected back to space and this

represents heat energy that the

Earth does not absorb. 

“There is an enorm
ous am

ount of

uncertainty concerning cloud

form
ation and its relationship to

ocean-based transform
ation of

sulfur com
pounds,” said D

r. Crozier.

“D
M

S is natural, so it’s part of the

system
. In a sense D

M
S is good. It

is playing a role in the overall

picture of the earth’s system
.

Through our research, w
e are

trying to understand exactly w
hat

the ocean’s role in that picture is,”

said D
r. K

iene.

D
r. K

iene’s research prim
arily

focuses in the sea w
ater, trying to

understand w
hat controls the

production of D
M

S and D
M

SP, how

D
M

S is produced and w
hat happens

to D
M

S once it is produced. N
ot
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only can D
M

S go into the atm
osphere, but it can be

eaten by the bacteria in the w
ater. The bacteria w

ill

rem
ove a significant am

ount of D
M

S in the w
ater,

preventing it from
 reaching the atm

osphere. 

Funding from
 the N

SF O
ffice of Polar Program

s is

allow
ing D

r. K
iene to m

ake tw
o trips to the R

oss Sea

in A
ntarctica. The first trip occurred last N

ovem
ber.

The purpose of the cruise w
as to investigate the

biogeochem
ical cycling of D

M
SP and D

M
S in the cold,

but productive polar sea. A
ccom

panying D
r. K

iene to

the R
oss Sea w

as post doctoral assistant D
oris Slezak,

and graduate students Boon H
arada and D

aniela 

del Valle. 

The cruise began in N
ew

 Zealand and the ship’s

destination w
as the Ross Sea, 2200 m

iles further south.

Beginning in the austral spring and extending into the

austral sum
m

er, the Ross Sea experiences a huge

bloom
 of single celled m

arine plants called

phytoplankton. These phytoplankton are the base of

the food w
eb that feeds the spectacular abundance of

penguins, seals and w
hales that live in A

ntarctica. The

bloom
 is com

posed m
ainly of Phaeocystis antarctica, a

type of algae that produces large am
ounts of D

M
SP.

The oceanographic cruise w
as supposed to last 48

days. U
nfortunately, the cruise lasted only 23 days

because tw
o of the four engines on the ship broke

dow
n 500 m

iles short of the target station. The

breakdow
n forced the ship to return to N

ew
 Zealand

and K
iene’s research team

 w
ere able to accom

plish

only a sm
all fraction of the research they had planned. 

“It w
as extrem

ely disappointing because w
e had put a

huge effort into getting ready for the cruise. W
e took

alm
ost our entire laboratory dow

n there. The

equipm
ent w

as shipped to N
ew

 Zealand w
here w

e had

to get it set up, and w
orking properly on the ship in

just a few
 days,” explained D

r. K
iene. “In addition to

m
oving the research equipm

ent, there w
as a

trem
endous am

ount of logistics and paperw
ork, e-

m
ails, and m

eetings associated w
ith this m

ajor

expedition”

O
n the bright side, the N

SF grant provides funding for

tw
o cruises to the R

oss Sea. The second planned

cruise w
ill take place in D

ecem
ber 2004 to January

2005. D
r. K

iene has attem
pted to reschedule a m

ake-

up trip for the first failed trip, but the m
ake-up cruise

w
ill probably not be scheduled until N

ovem
ber 2005.

Cruising w
ith Dr. Ron Kiene

continued

D
r. R

on K
iene, P

rofessor, U
S

A
 M

arine S
ciences.

A
 separate cruise to the Sargasso Sea near Berm

uda, funded by the N
SF Biocom

plexity in

the Environm
ent Program

, is scheduled for July 2004. The purpose of the cruise is to

exam
ine the biocom

plexity of the global D
M

S cycle. The biogeochem
ical cycle of D

M
S in the

ocean involves m
any different types of organism

s interacting in a com
plex w

eb of

ecological processes. 

“There is a station out there that has been sam
pled every tw

o w
eeks for about 10-15 years

now
,” said D

r. K
iene. “That’s called a tim

e series station w
here data is being collected very

routinely…
there’s a very good record now

 of w
hat the conditions are and how

 they’ve

changed from
 year to year.”

The Biocom
plexity project that K

iene is involved in, has a num
ber of m

odelers as co-

investigators. A
 clim

ate m
odeler is som

ebody w
ho is trying to predict how

 the clim
ate w

ill

change if you perturb one aspect of the clim
ate system

. D
r. K

iene’s colleagues are going to

try to incorporate inform
ation from

 the ocean D
M

S study into the clim
ate m

odels. The

oceans have a huge im
pact on the overall clim

ate system
. The clim

ate m
odels are trying to

predict the tem
perature and distribution of the tem

perature on the earth. 

O
ne of the things that cam

e out of previous w
ork near Berm

uda w
as that the D

M
S

concentrations get quite high in the sum
m

er. It is a paradox because phytoplankton are

very low
 in the sum

m
er tim

e, yet the D
M

S concentrations get pretty high. The m
onth-long

cruise is going to try and figure out w
hy that is. 

D
r. K

iene and his graduate students are also involved w
ith a few

 other ongoing projects.

W
ith funding from

 the N
SF Biological O

ceanography program
, K

iene and his students are

testing the hypothesis that D
M

SP and D
M

S are produced in response to oxidative stress in

m
arine phytoplankton. W

ith separate funding from
 the Environm

ental Protection A
gency

(EPA
), D

r. K
iene is also exam

ining the oxidative stress physiology of m
arsh grass Spartina

alterniflora, w
hich is another D

M
SP producer. 

“I certainly learned a lot for m
y future research,” said Slezak. “I gained a trem

endous

am
ount of know

ledge in the field w
e are w

orking in, but I also learned to how
 perform



CA&
S

5

By Jennifer Zoghby, Public Relations

U
SA Senior Stephanie N

em
eth w

ins Fulbright to Germ
any

U
niversity of South A

labam
a senior Stephanie

N
em

eth has w
on a Fulbright A

w
ard to attend

classes and conduct research at the Technical

U
niversity of Berlin in G

erm
any. 

N
em

eth, 22, w
ill graduate from

 U
SA

 M
ay 8

w
ith a chem

istry m
ajor and a G

erm
an m

inor.

H
er grade point average is 3.91.

She w
ill arrive in G

erm
any in A

ugust for an

orientation, intensive language school and a

four-w
eek stint w

ith a G
erm

an fam
ily. In m

id-

O
ctober, she w

ill begin classes in

environm
ental chem

istry as w
ell as research

w
ork w

ith professors in Berlin. 

The courses, w
hich run through m

id-July, w
ill

include study of techniques of environm
ental

chem
istry as w

ell as properties of soil

pollutants. 

“This is really exciting,” said N
em

eth. “It’s an

experience of a lifetim
e.”

N
em

eth said she w
as m

otivated to focus on

environm
ental chem

istry because of a long-

held interest in the subject, including

volunteer w
ork through U

SA
 student

environm
ental groups. 

She began the Fulbright application process in

sum
m

er 2003, after returning from
 a four-

w
eek language course in N

orthern G
erm

any. 

A
s part of the application, N

em
eth needed to

find a professor w
ho w

ould be w
illing to direct

her studies. She contacted D
r. W

olfgang D
.

R
otard, w

ho chairs the Technical U
niversity of

Berlin’s environm
ental chem

istry departm
ent.

H
e agreed to w

ork w
ith her and even sent a

letter recom
m

ending her for the grant.

N
em

eth plans to begin a P
h.D

. program
 in the

U
nited States or Canada upon her return. H

er

long-term
 career goals focus on

environm
ental chem

istry research for the

Environm
ental P

rotection A
gency or another

governm
ental group. 

N
em

eth said she w
as

encouraged to apply for

the Fulbright by faculty

m
entors at U

SA
. D

r. H
eide

Lom
angino, an assistant

professor of foreign

languages and literature,

told N
em

eth she m
ight

include her G
erm

an

studies in her Fulbright

aspirations. N
em

eth also

credited D
r. N

aom
i

Cam
pbell, an assistant

professor in chem
istry,

w
ith inspiring her studies

in that field. 

D
r. Lois W

im
s, A

ssociate

D
ean of the College of

A
rts &

 Sciences, said,

“W
e’re really proud of the

w
ay Stephanie has

balanced her science and

language studies, and

w
e’re proud of the

m
entors she found in D

r.

Cam
pbell and D

r.

Lom
angino.” 

D
r. Lom

angino described N
em

eth as an

intelligent, discerning student. 

“She sees the big picture,” D
r. Lom

angino said.

“She w
atches out that she does not harm

 the

envirnonm
ent. She does practice w

hat she

believes in.”

D
r. Lom

angino, a native of G
erm

any, received

a Fulbright aw
ard after her undergraduate

degree to study in M
ississippi. Based on this

experience and N
em

eth’s exceptional

language skills, D
r. Lom

angino encouraged

N
em

eth to apply for the Fulbright.

D
r. Cam

pbell praised N
em

eth’s dedication to

chem
istry research. D

r. Cam
pbell said N

em
eth

com
es to the lab on her ow

n tim
e to w

ork on

a research project, w
hich they hope to have

published in an academ
ic journal. 

“She’s such a great student,” D
r. Cam

pbell said.

“A
nd she’s a very nice person, too.”

S
tephanie N

em
eth 

0
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4 Developm
ent

Corner

research, w
rite papers, w

ork on proposals and conduct research…
by

w
atching and w

orking w
ith som

eone like D
r. K

iene you w
ill certainly get

the clue.” 

D
r. K

iene grew
 up in Brooklyn, N

ew
 York and received his undergraduate

degree at St. John’s U
niversity in Q

ueens, N
ew

 York w
here he m

ajored in

biology and m
inored in chem

istry. H
e later received his Ph.D

. in 1986 at

The State U
niversity of N

ew
 York at Stony Brook. From

 Stony Brook he

m
oved to the U

niversity of M
iam

i in Florida w
here he spent fifteen

conducting post doctoral studies. D
r. K

iene then m
oved from

 Florida to

the U
niversity of G

eorgia w
here he spent five years at the M

arine

Institute on Sapelo Island. 

“It w
as a really interesting living on a barrier island that is very rem

ote. I

got a lot of w
ork done in the five years that I spent on Sapleo and I w

as

able to establish m
y career” said D

r. K
iene. “Sapelo Island w

as a great

place to live and w
ork but after five years, it w

as tim
e to m

ove on.”

Finishing his w
ork on Sapelo Island, D

r. K
iene arrived at the U

niversity of

South A
labam

a in early January 1993. In the 11 years since joining the

D
epartm

ent of M
arine Sciences he has established him

self as one of the

leading researchers in his field, authoring or co-authoring 46 research

articles and generating over 2.7 m
illion dollars in research funding. 

Cruising w
ith Dr. Ron Kiene

continued

From
 left to right: Garey Ganey (JC, Pres), Tom

 Em
m

ons (JC), Dr. Bob Shipp (M
arine Sciences), M

ichael Lacey (JC), Andy Cook (JC), Chris M
ayhall

(JC), and Ricky Barnes (JC).

The Alabam
a Deep Sea

Fishing Derby and the Jaycees
contributed over $10,000 
to the support of m

arine
sciences research and student
scholarship.
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In H
ollyw

ood m
ovies, the violent w

inds of a tornado are not alw
ays a

dangerous place. W
ithin these celluloid cyclones, m

ean old ladies pedal

their bikes around in m
idair, and jersey cow

s spiral slow
ly through the

debris like poorly-m
ade paper airplanes. A

s absurd as these im
ages m

ay

seem
, how

ever, people and objects, even airplanes, actually do fly

around unharm
ed w

ithin the eyes of pow
erful hurricanes. 

A
ccording to D

r. Bill W
illliam

s, D
irector of the Coastal W

eather

R
esearch Center and Coordinator of the U

niversity of South A
labam

a’s

M
eteorology P

rogram
, D

r. H
ugh W

illoughby, one of the forem
ost

hurricane researchers in the nation, has flow
n into hurricanes m

ore

than 400 tim
es and w

as even flying around in the eye of H
urricane

Frederick w
hen it m

ade landfall on M
obile. 

D
r. W

illoughby, of the International H
urricane R

esearch Center at

Florida International U
niversity, w

as the keynote speaker at the first

Southeastern Coastal and A
tm

ospheric P
rocesses Sym

posium
 (SeCA

P
S)

presented by The U
niversity of South A

labam
a Chapter of the A

m
erican

M
eteorological Society, the D

epartm
ent of Earth Sciences, and the

Coastal W
eather R

esearch Center. D
r. W

illoughby w
as one of several

speakers w
ho addressed the topic of hurricanes, their presentations

covering aspects such as “hurricane hype,” early w
arning, econom

ic

im
pact, and current research. 

SeCA
P

S w
as not just about hurricanes, how

ever. It w
as designed to deal

w
ith m

eteorology, geology and geography. “W
e’re interested in the

coastal atm
ospheric process as one big system

,” D
r. W

illiam
s explained,

as he outlined the diversity of topics covered by the sym
posium

’s

speakers. “W
e had a lot on hurricanes,” a focus, he said, w

hich w
ill

rem
ain im

portant in next years sym
posium

 as w
ell, “but w

e also had

topics such as the im
pact of the causew

ay on the flow
 of w

ater in

M
obile Bay and another w

onderful presentation on Southern Louisiana

and how
 the land there has been sinking at a rate faster than ever

anticipated.” 

D
r. W

illiam
s expressed his im

m
ense satisfaction not only w

ith the w
ork

of the sym
posium

 speakers, but also w
ith the w

ork of M
r. R

yan W
ade,

Instructor in M
eteorology, w

ho coordinated the sym
posium

, and the

m
any m

eteorology m
ajors w

ho helped organize it, form
ing com

m
ittees

for scheduling, m
aking badges, inviting speakers, and m

aking

announcem
ents. N

ext year D
r. W

illiam
s and M

r. W
ade plan to involve

freshm
en in the process, som

ething that he hopes w
ill give them

 a close

tie to the program
 early on, a situation w

hich norm
ally doesn’t happen. 

This kind of consideration for student involvem
ent and com

m
unity

could be one of the reasons that the m
eteorology program

 has soared

up the national ranks of undergraduate m
eteorology program

s to its

current position as the ninth largest of m
ore than sixty in the country.

In 1991, w
hen m

eteorology w
as first offered as a concentration in

geography, the program
 had only one m

ajor. A
s of this fall, enrollm

ent

is 101, tying it w
ith N

orth Carolina State U
niversity, a very old program

. 

The history of the U
niversity of South A

labam
a’s m

eteorology program

has its roots in the Coastal W
eather R

esearch Center, the only full-

service w
eather forecasting operation in the country located on a

university cam
pus. P

roposed and developed by D
r. W

illiam
s, the CW

R
C

officially began operation on January 1, 1988. D
esigned as an archive

and research center for business and industry, it provides w
eather

inform
ation to over fifty com

panies in a three-state area, som
e of

w
hich include hotels, utilities, ship builders, and even the Coast G

uard. 

In 1990 the A
ir Force R

O
TC approached the CW

R
C about developing an

undergraduate m
eteorology program

. The resulting curriculum
 w

as

designed to m
eet the requirem

ents of the A
ir Force and the N

ational

W
eather Service. From

 1991 until 1999 the m
eteorology program

 built its

strength and reputation as a concentration in geography w
hile w

aiting

for a good tim
e to approach the state for the approval of a new

program
. O

n N
ational W

eatherm
an’s D

ay, February 5, 1999, the

program
 w

as approved by the A
labam

a Com
m

ission on H
igher

Education in M
ontgom

ery 8-0, but by then it had already been

graduating for four years. “W
e had been m

eeting all the requirem
ents

of the A
m

erican M
eteorological Society,” D

r. W
illiam

s explained, “so

officially graduates w
ere m

eteorologists.” 

Before approval of the new
 program

, graduates received a

geology/m
eteorology degree. 

N
ow

 the program
’s Bachelor of Science in M

eteorology is attracting

aspiring young academ
ics from

 all over the country. Besides the

m
edical program

, it boasts the largest num
ber of honor students in the

university, a pool of talent that the program
’s challenging hands-on

curriculum
 is m

olding into diversified and m
arketable m

eteorologists. 

This diversification is being accom
plished in part though four tracks

w
ithin the m

eteorology program
: basic, industrial, environm

ental, and

broadcast, w
ith the basic track being the m

ost popular, preparing

students to go on to graduate school, w
ork for the N

ational W
eather

Service, or the m
ilitary. The industrial track represents a new

 trend in

the field in w
hich private w

eather forecasting com
panies sell w

eather

inform
ation to business and industry. Students w

ho follow
 the

environm
ental track often find em

ploym
ent in the fields of air pollution

research and w
ater resource m

anagem
ent, and a few

 of those w
ho have

By Deanna Burkett
English Graduate Student

M
eteorology: Open Skies, H

urricane Eyes, 
and Adventure as Part of the Process

CA&
S

7

CA&
S

Faculty and Student N
ew

s
D

r. Sco
tt Carter

(M
athem

atics and Statistics)

and co authors Seiichi K
am

ada and M
asahico

Saito have had their new
 book published as

part of the Springer Series: Encyclopaedia of

M
athem

atical Sciences, Low
 D

im
ensional

Topology Volum
e 11. The book is entitled

“Surfaces in 4-Space” and is a w
ork on four

dim
ensional knot theory. This is D

r. Carter’s

fourth book.

D
r. D

o
n

ald
 W

righ
t

(Com
m

unication) has

been inducted as the 2004 P
resident of the

International P
ublic R

elations A
ssociation

(IP
R

A
.) H

e is the first full-tim
e university

professor ever to hold the office and w
as

recognized recently during induction

cerem
onies in N

ew
 York.

D
r. Cu

rtis B
lak

ely
(P

olitical Science and

Crim
inal Justice) has had his article “A

n

A
nalysis of Civil Suits Filed A

gainst P
rivate and

P
ublic P

risons: A
 Com

parison of Title 42:

Section 1983 Litigation” accepted for

publication by Crim
inal Justice P

olicy R
eview

.

The Vernacular A
rchitecture N

ew
sletter, W

inter

2003, has been published by the Vernacular

A
rchitecture Forum

. D
r. P

h
illip

p
e O

szuscik
(Visual A

rt) serves as editor of the publication.

D
r. A

n
n

m
arie G

u
zy

(English) recently

com
pleted her book “H

onors Com
position:

H
istorical P

erspectives and Contem
porary

P
ractices” published by the N

ational Collegiate

H
onors Council. 

The fourth annual U
niversity Voice

Sym
posium

, under the leadership of D
r.

K
ath

ryn
-B

arn
es-B

u
rro

u
gh

s
(M

usic), w
as

held on A
pril 3, 2004. Speakers included D

r.
R

o
b
ert H

o
lm

 (M
usic.)

P
rofessor Q

uoted in the London Independent

D
r. Steve P

ico
u
,

Chair of the D
epartm

ent of

Sociology and A
nthropology, is quoted in a

front page story of the London Independent

on M
arch 25. The article is entitled Betrayed

by an oil giant: 15 years after the Exxon Valdez

disaster, the coast rem
ains polluted and

com
pensation is unpaid. P

reviously, D
r.

P
icou’s fifteen years of research into the

effects of the Exxon Valdez spill had been the

subject of A
shley Shelby’s article in The

N
ation, entitled W

hatever it takes: Exxon has

used the legal system
 to avoid paying dam

ages

for the Valdez spill.

D
r. P

h
il Carr,

(Sociology) P
resident of the

A
labam

a A
rchaeological Society (SA

A
) and

m
em

ber of the Southw
est Chapter, along w

ith

co-authors A
ndrew

 Bradbury and A
m

y Young,

presented a paper entitled Sim
ulating

O
ldow

an Tool U
se at the 69th annual m

eeting

of the Society for A
m

erican A
rchaeology

conference this spring in M
ontreal, Canada.

U
SA

’s Coastal W
eather R

esearch Center w
as

featured on “County R
oad 5,” at 10 p.m

.,

Sunday, M
arch 14 on W

K
R

G
-TV5. The program

highlighted the w
ork done by the Center and

feature interview
s of students and the Center’s

director, D
r. B

ill W
illiam

s.
The Center w

as

also featured in the M
arch/A

pril 2004 issue of

W
eatherw

ise m
agazine, a national publication. 

B
en

jam
in

 J. Sh
am

b
ack

,
A

ssistant P
rofessor

in the Visual A
rts D

epartm
ent w

as selected for

the 2004 Tri-State N
ational A

nnual Juried

Exhibition in Beaum
ont, Texas. H

is paintings

G
lasses on Yellow

 Tom
atoes and G

lasses on

Yellow
 w

ere accepted in the national survey

of all m
edia artw

ork in the exhbition on view

this w
eek at the Beaum

ont A
rt League’s Brow

n

and Scurlock galleries.

Banana W
ars: P

ow
er, P

roduction and H
istory

in the A
m

ericas edited by D
r. M

ark
 M

o
b
erg,

professor of A
nthropology at U

SA
 and Steve

Striffler, an associate professor at the

U
niversity of A

rkansas at Fayetville, w
as

featured in the January 30, 2004 issue of The

Chronicle of H
igher Education in its “H

ot Type”

colum
n. “H

ot Type” prom
otes recent intriguing

research and scholarly texts. The College of

A
rts and Sciences congratulates D

r. M
oberg.

A
ctors R

o
b
ert W

ells, M
argarette

Jo
yn

er,
and scenic designer K

en
n

eth
K

alu
d
is

w
ere recognized at the

recent Irene R
yan A

cting com
petition of the

K
ennedy Center/M

aerican

College Theatre R
egional Festival in

Birm
ingham

.

Please subm
it story ideas, news and suggestions to lwim

s@
usouthal.edu

6

M
eteorology: Open Skies, H

urricane Eyes, and Adventure as Part of the Process
continued

focused on broadcasting are now
 w

orking in radio and television. 

Storm
 Chasing, a course being taught this sum

m
er by M

r. R
yan W

ade,

w
ill provide students w

ith an opportunity for further diversification in

term
s of their first-hand experience w

ith severe w
eather. A

s if the

variety of severe w
eather offered by the A

labam
a G

ulf Coast w
ere not

enough, this course w
ill expose students to w

eather conditions of yet a

different kind. D
r. W

illiam
s expressed his excitem

ent that several

students from
 the departm

ent w
ill be “heading out to the G

reat P
lains

for the first U
niversity of South A

labam
a Tornado Storm

 Chase.” This

w
ill be an annual event, and in the future the program

 hopes to get its

ow
n vehicle w

hich it can outfit w
ith scientific equipm

ent that w
ill

enable it to conduct research as w
ell as storm

 chasing in the G
reat

P
lains area and along the G

ulf Coast. 
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A
labam

a’s Poet Laureate gave an exem
plary

perform
ance to an enthralled audience at the

U
niversity of South A

labam
a’s m

ain library on

February 3. Fortunately, A
labam

a’s Poet

Laureate had to w
alk only about 200 yards to

m
ake her captivating appearance because she

is U
SA

’s ow
n D

r. Sue W
alker.

D
r. Sue W

alker, w
ho chairs U

SA
’s English

departm
ent, is the first Poet Laureate of

A
labam

a from
 south of M

ontgom
ery. The

honor is a creation of the state legislature,

com
m

issioned by the governor, and aw
arded

by the A
labam

a W
riter’s Conclave. D

r. W
alker

holds the elected position through 2006, and

she intends to use every opportunity during

her reign to prom
ote poetry and creative

thinking.

The day after her evening appearance at the

U
SA

 m
ain library, D

r. W
alker perform

ed at the

Foley Civic Center. Foley, her hom
etow

n,

celebrated “Sue W
alker D

ay,” and she spoke

w
ith students at Foley H

igh School about

poetry and conducted a w
orkshop for fourth

through sixth grades at Bayside A
cadem

y.

Joy is evident on her face as she recalls the

students’ im
aginative verve. O

ne of her

favorite creative exercises is to begin a sim
ple

narrative and question the students about

w
hat they im

agine happens next. Children

respond w
ell to this technique, according to

D
r. W

alker, and she suggests to parents that

they should use it to occupy young m
inds w

hile

traveling by car.

She explains poetry as a reciprocal process

form
ing betw

een the perform
er and the

listener. The poet evokes fervid em
otions

w
ithin the listener, and the listener bears his

or her ow
n experiences and understanding to

the event. Consequently, each poetic occasion

is unique and profoundly personal.

Poetry is an eloquent theater of the hum
an

soul that vocalizes the veracious feeling

flow
ing w

ithin the heart. A
n adept poet im

bues

each poetic w
ord w

ith inspired feeling,

transm
uting w

ritten w
ords into instrum

ents of

palpable sensation. Ergo, a good poet is a

theatrical perform
er m

oving others to a

sublim
ely hum

an experience.

A
n exam

ple of a sublim
ely hum

an experience

is D
r. W

alker’s perform
ance of “W

e are alike,

aren’t w
e?”, a w

ork in progress inspired by her

experience teaching the book, opera, and film
,

D
ead M

an W
alking. W

ritten by Sister H
elen

Prejean, D
ead M

an W
alking tells the story of a

m
an’s last days on death row

. D
r. W

alker,

capturing the racing thoughts of a fem
ale death

row
 inm

ate in the hours before execution,

delivers an absorbing and com
pelling narrative

from
 inside a w

om
an’s m

ind that savors its

final reflections before fading into term
inal

evanescence.

A
ll the nam

es in her aforem
entioned poem

 are

those of real persons w
hom

 she researched to

understand the lives of w
om

en sitting on

A
labam

a’s death row
. She researches subjects

before w
riting about them

, w
hether she is

w
riting about history, science, or nature.

She is currently w
orking w

ith D
ennis H

olt, a

photographer in D
aphne, to create a coffee

table book about regional outdoor beauty. The

book, The M
obile Tensaw

 D
elta, is published by

N
ew

 South Press in M
ontgom

ery and w
ill be

released later this year.

Besides authoring six poetry books and

attending frequent social events, D
r. W

alker

still has tim
e to inspire her students at U

SA
. D

r.

Coker, Chairm
an of the Philosophy

departm
ent, frequently attends D

r. W
alker’s

poetry classes and describes the supportive

environm
ent therein as “w

arm
, affable,

convivial, and enthusiastic.” She has a “talent

for gentle, incisive, constructive criticism
” and

offers individual attention to each student.

Poet Laureate and Com
m

encem
ent Speaker Dr. Sue W

alker

Using Dr. W
alker’s words from

 
her poem

 Teaching English 101, 
“walk the sharp edge of your life;
fall off.”

By Kenneth Norris
Com

m
unication 2005

D
r. S

ue W
alker

C
hair 

D
epartm

ent of E
nglish

P
oet Laureate of A

labam
a


