History 590
Religion in 19th-Century America
Objectives:

* Deepen our knowledge of selected topics in the history of religion in 19th-century America.  We can't focus on everything in the span of fifteen weeks, so we will limit ourselves primarily to Mormonism, spiritualism, Holiness Christianity, African American religion, and transcendentalism. We will concentrate both on the substance of key events / themes and obtain an understanding of historiographic debates about these issues. 

* Write two essays, one that focuses on assigned readings and one that includes independent research.  

Thursday 6:00 - 8:30 pm

Humanities 354
	Prof. John Turner


jturner@jaguar1.usouthal.edu

(o) 460-7373



	Office hours (Humanities 376):

Tuesday 10-11
Wednesday 1-2
or by appointment 

(you can usually find me before or after class) 
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Required Texts:

Jon Butler, Awash in a Sea of Faith (Harvard, 1990).
Ronald Walker, et al., Massacre at Mountain Meadows (Oxford, 2008).
Will Bagley, Blood of the Prophets (Oklahoma, 2002).

Edward Blum, Reforging the White Republic (LSU, 2005).
Philip F. Gura, American Transcendentalism (Hill & Wang, 2007). 

Randall Stephens, The Fire Spreads (Harvard, 2008). 

Ann Braude, Radical Spirits (Indiana, 2001 2nd Edition). 

Jon Sensbach, Rebecca's Revival (Harvard, 2006 Paperback). I did not order this through the USA Bookstore, so you need to obtain it ASAP on your own. For instance, one can buy it for $13 or so on Amazon. 

Optional Text:

Albert J. Raboteau, Slave Religion (Oxford 2004 2nd Edition). 
If you're planning to buy your books from the USA bookstore, do so quickly.  The bookstore sometimes runs out of books but can order additional copies.  If you delay purchasing your books, it will affect your performance in the class.  Failure to obtain the books in a timely manner will not be an acceptable excuse for inadequate preparation or late assignments.  Please let me know if you are having difficulty obtaining the books from the bookstore or if other problems arising in purchasing the books.
Many weeks we will also discuss several articles / primary sources, most of which you can locate and print out off the USA Library website from electronic reserve or various databases. These are marked accordingly on the schedule of classes. 
Assignments and Grades:
Participation (20% of final grade): Active participation is not voluntary!  Students are expected to make thoughtful contributions to our weekly discussions and demonstrate that they have critically read / viewed the assigned material.  Everyone will start with a participation grade of 0 points out of a possible 20.  If you never utter a word in HY 590, your highest possible grade is a B- (if everything is flawless).  If you demonstrate preparedness and participate in discussions each week, you will get 20 out of 20. Needless to say, participation could make an enormous difference in your final grade. Shrinking violets must bloom!
Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class sessions.  You may miss one class for any reason without any penalty. Each subsequent absence will result in a deduction of five points (out of 100) from your overall course grade. If a major problem arises, please be in touch with me as soon as possible. Illnesses, family emergencies, etc. are sometimes unavoidable -- save your free absence for such circumstances. If you have an unexcused absence and then later are hospitalized with food poisoning, you will still receive the deduction. However, if you haven't had an unexcused absence and then are hospitalized for two weeks with dengue fever, your grade will not suffer.  
Response Papers (25% of final grade): Each week you are required to submit a response paper derived from that week’s reading.  Response papers will consist of:

1. A one-sentence summary of each book chapter / article assigned for the week.  [Single-space this portion].

2. A one-page double-spaced response to a critical issue(s) raised by the week's reading.
This must be submitted as a hard copy in class.  You may not email response papers to me.  I will accept no late response papers for any reasons, including technical difficulties, illnesses, family emergencies, or acts of God, the devil, or the family dog.  
Essays: 


Essay 1:  

20%


Essay 2:

35%
To compute your final grade, I will add up the following: 
Participation grade 
(out of 20 points)
Response Papers 
(out of 25 points)
Essay 1
 
(percentage X . 20)
Essay 2

(percentage X .35)
The standard grading scale will be used (A=90+; B=80-89.99; C=70-79.99; D=60-69.99; F=below 60).
Late/Make-up Policy: You are responsible for keeping track of important dates for this course and for managing your schedule to prepare for assignments and exams on time.  

· Response Papers: No student will be allowed to turn in a late response paper.  See above.  
· Essays: Papers are due in class on the due date. Late papers will be marked down 10 points for each day late (including after class on the due date). The only exceptions will be documented medical and family emergencies. If you must be away from class on the day an assignment is due – including trips on which you will represent USA – plan accordingly to submit the essay in advance of your trip. Should dire circumstances arise which you believe require special consideration, contact me in advance.

Disabilities: If you have a specific disability that qualifies for academic accommodations, please notify me and provide certification from Disability Services in the Office of Special Student Services (Student Center, Room 270, phone 460-7212).  
Classroom Conduct:  Do we need to worry about classroom conduct in a graduate class?  If so, I will distribute draconian guidelines. 
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action according to university policy. The University of South Alabama is committed to the fundamental value of academic honesty. The student handbook, The Lowdown, defines plagiarism as one form of academic misconduct which is "subject to investigation and disciplinary action through appropriate university procedures."  Plagiarism is using somebody else’s ideas in your writing without correctly identifying the sources.   As one resource for helping you avoid plagiarism, your written work in this class may be submitted to Turnitin.com, or a similar detection method, for an evaluation of the originality of your ideas and proper use and attribution of sources.  Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be included as source documents in a restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism in such documents.  As part of this process, you may be required to submit electronic as well as hard copies of your writing.  By taking this course, you agree that all assignments may be subject to some form of originality review.  A paper not submitted according to procedures and format set by the teacher may be penalized or may not be accepted at all.
Please note: Plagiarism is using someone else's words, ideas, etc. as your own without giving proper credit. It is still plagiarism if you paraphrase someone else's words without giving credit for that person's ideas. 
Modifications: Any item on this syllabus may be modified by the instructor by verbal announcement and/or by handouts. Students will receive adequate notice of any changes.  In particular, if I sense that students are not completing the assigned readings, I will begin giving unannounced and difficult weekly quizzes on the readings and factor those into the above grading schema.  Don't encourage me to do this. 
Schedule of Classes (readings to be completed for class on listed date)
(*) Response paper due, with summaries for all items marked with *. 
August 20 -- Introduction
*August 27 -- Introduction (How did we get to this point?)
Read:
*Butler, Awash in a Sea of Faith (the whole book)

*R. Laurence Moore, Religious Outsiders (introduction) [ER]
* September 3 -- Mormonism: Introduction
Read:

Joseph Smith, ed., Dean Jessee, "First Vision" [ER]


*Laurie Maffly-Kipp, "Introduction" and "Note on the Text" [ER] [We're reading excerpts from the 1981 edition, but I thought you'd find this information useful] 

Book of Mormon Excerpts (title page, 1 Nephi, chs. 1, 18; 2 Nephi, ch. 29; 3 Nephi, chs. 1, 11-15; 4 Nephi, ch. 1; Moroni, chs. 9-10 ) [ER]


*Joseph Smith, ed. Stan Larson, "King Follett Discourse" [ER]

*Nathan Hatch, Democratization of American Christianity, chapter two and pp. 113-122 [Excerpt on ER] [Summary only for chapter] 

*R. Laurence Moore, Religious Outsiders, chapter one ("How to Become a People: The Mormon Scenario") [Excerpt on ER]

*John L. Brooke, "Preface" (xiii-xvii) and "Secret Combinations and Slippery Treasures in the Land of Zarahemla" [ER] [Summary only for chapter]
* September 10 -- Mountain Meadows Massacre: Part I
Read:
*Walker, et al., Massacre at Mountain Meadows (no summary for Prologue, but do summaries for all chapters and epilogue)

*Bagley, Blood of the Prophets, Preface, Prologue, and chapters 1-9 (no summary for Prologue, but do summaries for all chapters and preface)
*September 17 -- MMM, Part II
Read:

*Bagley, Blood of the Prophets, chapters 10-19, Epilogue 
September 24 -- Mormonism Wrap-Up
First Essays Due in Class
Oct. 1 -- Rebecca's Revival
Read: 

*Sensbach, Rebecca's Revival, prologue (no summary) and chapter one

*Albert J. Raboteau, Slave Religion, chapter six and afterword [ER]

*Sylvia R. Frey, "The Visible Church: Historiography of African American Religion Since Raboteau," Slavery and Abolition 29 (Jan 2008): 83-110. [ER]

*Curtis Evans, The Burden of Black Religion, chapter one [ER]
October 8 -- Rebecca's Revival
Read:

*Sensbach, Rebecca's Revival (the rest)
Optional Extra-Credit Essay Due
October 15 -- Transcendentalism
Read:

*Gura, The Transcendentalists
October 22 -- Transcendentalists



*Emerson, "1838 Divinity School Address" [ER]


*Emerson, "Self-Reliance" [ER]


*Emerson, "The Oversoul" [ER]


*Fuller, "The Great Lawsuit" [ER]


*Thoreau, "Civil Disobedience" [ER]
October 29 -- Spiritualism
Read:

*Braude, Radical Spirits 
November 5 -- Race, Religion, and Reconstruction
Read:

*Blum, Reforging the White Republic
November 12 -- From Evangelicalism to Pentecostalism 

*Paul E. Johnson, "Society and Revivals: A Shopkeeper's Millennium," Wilson Quarterly 3 (Spring 1979), 88-96. [ER]

*Bruce J. Evensen, "'It is a Marvel to Many People': Dwight L. Moody, Mass Media, and the New England Revival of 1877," New England Quarterly 72 (June 1999): 251-74. [JSTOR]

*Timothy L. Smith, "Righteousness and Hope: Christian Holiness and the Millennial Vision in America, 1800-1900," American Quarterly 31 (Spring 1979): 21-45. [JSTOR]

*Grant Wacker, "The Holy Spirit and the Spirit of the Age in American Protestantism, 1880-1910," Journal of American History 72 (June 1985): 45-62. [JSTOR]

*Wacker, "Marching to Zion: Religion in a Modern Utopian Community," Church History 54 (Dec. 1985): 496-511. [JSTOR]

* Stephens, The Fire Spreads, introduction and chapter one
November 19 -- Fire Spreads
Read:

Stephens, The Fire Spreads (the rest)
Essay #2 Due Friday, December 2, in my departmental mailbox at 4:30 p.m.
Extra-Credit Assignment:
See me if interested. You'll need to read all of Albert Raboteau's Slave Religion in conjunction with Rebecca's Revival. 
Essay #1: Who provides a more compelling explanation for the Mountain Meadows Massacre, Will Bagley or Walker/Turley/Leonard? 
For the format of your essays, consult Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th ed., which is available at the library reference desk.  You should use either the footnote or endnote format for citations.  The above book provides guidelines for Chicago-style citations. A second helpful source is Richard Marius and Melvin E. Page, A Short Guide to Writing about History, chapter six (on ER). 
Expectations and Recommendations
1. Your essay should contain a thesis statement, normally at or near the beginning of your essay.  There are, however, different ways of structuring essays, and you are encouraged to choose your own style.  Some writers don't like to "give away" your conclusion until the end.  However, make certain that you have a clear thesis or argument and that this is obvious to the reader. 
2. Essays will be graded for both content and writing (grammar, spelling, style, citations).  Since you have a limited amount of space, organize your thoughts clearly.  Quality of writing and content are necessarily closely related, as difficulties with grammar, etc. detract from your argument.  Likewise, clear sentences and good choices of words strengthen your argument.

3. Use the readings!  Do not think of our authors as sources of facts. Instead, think of them as creators of ideas and arguments with which you should interact.  
4. Originality. Your essay must be your own original work, composed without assistance from others (in the class or not) or undocumented sources. You are welcome to discuss the assignment with others in the class; however, when it comes to writing the essay, it is not a group assignment.  Please see the university plagiarism policy for more details. If you have any concerns along these lines, I have a handout that could prove useful.  
5. 7-8 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12-point font, 1 inch margins top & bottom, 1.25 inch margins left and right.  Organize your essay in whichever way you feel best answers the question.  

5. Make an argument.  The question asks you to take a stand, so make a choice and do your best to back it up.

7. Citations.  Use footnotes and Chicago-style citations to reference sources.
	Assignment of Grades for Essay #1

You will receive a grade from 0 to 100 in the following four areas:

Thesis Statement and Argument -- Does the essay have a clear argument and thesis statement?  

Evidence -- Is the argument / thesis supported by evidence from the assigned readings? 

Writing -- Is the essay free of spelling and grammar mistakes?  Is it clearly and eloquently written?  Does the essay employ a consistent and clear method of citation?
Organization -- Does the essay progress clearly and logically?  Does the organization of paragraphs and sentences effectively advance the essay's argument / thesis?

I will then average those four grades to compute the overall grade for the essay.  I also reserve the prerogative to award bonus points for intellectual creativity and engagement (i.e., does the essay make a particularly compelling or thoughtful argument, etc.?)  
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Essay #2:
a) Write a historiographical essay related to one of the books / units included in this course. The idea is to pick a somewhat narrow subject (the exclusion of African Americans from the priesthood in Mormonism, say, rather than simply "Mormonism") and examine what other historians have written on the matter. Then craft an argument about the "state of the question." Which historian has it all figured out? How have they all botched it? What conclusions have they missed? How should the subject be approached? For this assignment, utilize a minimum of four books beyond those used in this course. [Three scholarly articles, such as those found on JSTOR, may be substituted for one book]. It is also important to try to choose the most significant works in the field. 
b) Write a research paper on a subject of your choice related to the topic of this course that involves primary-source research. Make sure you choose a sufficiently narrow topic. In other words, not "the 2nd Great Awakening" but "the impact of the Cane Ridge Revival on Barton Stone." Pick something that particularly interests you. The expectations are that you:

1) Demonstrate a sufficient historiographical knowledge of your subject. [You'll need to read at least one or two solid books; the amount will depend on the topic chosen]. 

2) Use primary-source research to craft an argument. 

1. Your essay should contain a thesis statement at or near the beginning of your essay.  
2. Essays will be graded for both content and writing (grammar, spelling, style, citations).  

3. Do not think of authors as sources of facts. Instead, think of them as creators of ideas and arguments with which you should interact.  
4. Originality. Your essay must be your own original work, composed without assistance from others (in the class or not) or undocumented sources. 

5. 18-20 pages, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12-point font, 1 inch margins top & bottom, 1.25 inch margins left and right.  Organize your essay in whichever way you feel best answers the question.  

6. Citations.  Use footnotes and Chicago-style citations to reference sources.

The grading rubric is the same as for essay one. 

Finally, you must meet with me to discuss your choice of topic no later than September 24. 
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